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Boston  Conference  Looks  at  AIDS  Crisis 


AIDS  Politics,  Health  Politics,  Personal  Politics 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  “Politics  suck. 
Gay  politics  suck.  It  all  sucks.  You 
can  either  run  away  from  it  or  stay 
in  there  and  fight.”  New  York 
writer  Larry  Kramer  brought  his 
brand  of  AI DS  politics  to  Boston’s 
first  AIDS  conference,  “Fighting 
For  Our  Lives,”  on  April  28. 
Kramer,  in  the  second  keynote 
speech  of  the  morning  attempted 
to  beg,  cajole,  convince  and,  if  all 
else  failed,  frighten  his  audience 
into  AIDS  activism. 

Kramer,  one  of  the  founders  of 
New  York’s  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  (GMHC)  in  the  city  hardest 
hit  by  AIDS,  told  the  crowd 
gathered  in  the  gymnasium  of  Don 
Bosco  High  School  that  the  com¬ 
munity’s  response  to  AIDS  has 
been  most  effective  on  local  levels. 

He  believes  that  groups  like 
GMHC  and  Boston’s  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  function  well,  but 
only  within  a  narrowly  defined 
scope  of  service  provision  to  AIDS 
patients.  The  problem  is,  says 
Kramer,  the  local  groups  don’t  go 
far  enough  in  their  pursuit  of 
political  goals  regarding  AIDS, 
especially  to  apply  pressure  at  the 
federal  level  for  research  funds 
and  the  actual  research  itself. 

Where  local  groups  have  dealt 
adequately  with  patient  services, 
though,  national  groups  came 
under  sharp  criticism  from 
Kramer.  Citing  a  Congressional 
Quarterly  article  published  last 
fall,  Kramer  said,  “There  is  no  gay 
lobby  in  Washington,  D.C.  Do 
you  realize  what  that  means?  In 
essence,  [congresspeople]  don’t 
have  to  vote  for  anything  gay. 
[They]  don’t  have  to  worry  about 
[us].” 

Kramer  summarily  dismissed 
the  three  groups  he  considers  to 
have  national  profiles:  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL), 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF),  and  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis.  He  acknowledged 
that  GMHC  is  a  local  group,  but 
because  it  is  the  largest  organiza¬ 
tion  of  its  kind  and  in  the  city  with 
about  half  of  all  the  AIDS  cases  in 
the  U.S.,  he  included  it  in  his  na¬ 
tional  rundown. 

Kramer  said  of  GRNL;  “GRNL 
is  as  pathetic  a  situation  as  has  ever 
happened  to  us.  It’s  had  no  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  since  last  fall .... 
For  nine  months,  nobody  has  been 
fighting  for  us.  I  do  not  blame 
GRNL,  1  blame  ourselves.  No 
organization  can  represent  a  peo¬ 
ple  which  does  not  support  it.” 

Kramer  credited  NGTF  with 
having  hired  Virginia  Apuzzo  as  its 
executive  director:  “But,  Virginia 
Apuzzo  is  only  one  person.  She 
can’t  represent  24  million 
people ....  She  has  to  be  every- 
where  and  so  can’t  be  anywhere. 
She  has  been  unable  to  mobilize 
her  group  into  a  huge  staff  with  a 
huge  budget.” 

As  for  GMHC,  the  group  he 
helped  to  found  but  is  now'  not 
associated  with,  Kramer  said  it 
doesn’t  deal  politically  with  the 
issue  of  AIDS,  either  in  Washing¬ 
ton  or  New  York.  “GMHC  has 
done  a  terrible  job  of  mobilizing 
the  community.  They’ve  done  a 
good  job  of  working  with  | 
patients.” 

The  result  of  this  ineffectual  or 
absent  leadership,  Kramer  said, 
has  been  lost  time,  lost  funding 
and  lost  lives.  He  charged  that  re¬ 
searchers  have  failed  to  follow 


leads  aggressivley  because  no  one 
pushed  them  to  do  so.  Congress 
and  executive  branch  officials  fail¬ 
ed  to  budget  adequate  monies  for 
AIDS  because  no  one  pressured 
them.  Kramer  calculates  that 
several  years  of  attention  to  the 
epidemic  were  lost  through  this 
lack  of  a  coordinated  national  ef¬ 
fort. 

The  answer?  Kramer  proposed 
that  NGTF’s  Apuzzo  call  a  “sum¬ 
mit  conference”  of  “gay  leaders” 
to  formulate  a  political  agenda  for 
AIDS.  Kramer  called  Apuzzo  the 
“titular  national  leader”  and 
urged  the  audience  to  bring 
pressure  to  bear  on  her  for  such  a 
conference. 

He  claimed  that  in  the  next  two 
years,  64,000  new  cases  of  AIDS 
w'ill  be  reported,  using,  evidently, 
the  arithmetic  formula  of  cases 
doubling  every  six  months.  At  pre¬ 
sent,  4000  cases  have  been  report- 


By  Mark  A .  Perigard 

BOSTON  —  The  discovery  of 
HTLV-3  as  the  virus  probably 
causing  AIDS  raises  more  ques¬ 
tions  than  it  answers.  Dr.  Jerome 
Groopman  said  at  an  all-day  con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS  (Acquired  Im¬ 
mune  Deficiency  Syndrome)  April 
28. 

Speaking  to  about  225  people  in 
the  gymnasium  of  Don  Bosco 
High  School,  the  hematologist 
from  the  New  England  Deaconess 
Hospital  said  that  while  a  blood¬ 
screening  test  for  the  presence  of 
antibodies  to  HTLV-3  may  be 
ready  in  six  months,  it  will  only 
prove  whether  a  person  has  been 
exposed  to  the  virus. 

The  presence  of  HTLV-3  anti¬ 
bodies  ‘(proteins  produced  by  the 
body  to  neutralize  foreign  enzymes 
or  toxins)  does  not  mean  that  a 
person  is  actively  carrying  the  virus 
and  can  pass  it  on  to  others  or  that 
the  person  will  develop  AIDS,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Groopman. 

“Why  some  people  get  sick  and 
others  do  not  is  uncertain,”  he 
said.  He  theorized  that  there  could 
be  a  number  of  viruses  that  in¬ 
teract  with  HTLV-3  to  cause  AIDS 
in  a  person. 


ed,  according  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control,  with  ten  new 
cases  each  day.  “It  is  up  to  us  to 
prevent  those  64, (XX)  people  from 
getting  ill.’’ 

He  urged  people  to  come  out  of 
the  closet  and  get  involved  with 
AIDS  work.  “The  only  thing  that 
works  is  visibility,  noise,  constant 
repetition.  Over  and  over  again, 
it’s  noise,  noise,  noise.” 

A  Political  Disease 

Following  two  workshop  ses¬ 
sions  which  offered  a  mind- 
boggling  array  of  choices,  and 
lunch,  the  afternoon’s  summary 
speakers  took  a  rather  different  j. 
political  tone  than  that  of  Kramer.  | 
Diane  Feinberg,  contributing  | 
editor  of  the  weekly  Worker’s  ^ 
World,  delivered  a  very  compre-  | 
hensive  assessment  of  the  political 
aspects  of  both  the  conference  and 


Other  “co-factors,”  such  as  en¬ 
vironmental  conditions  and  the 
number  of  exposures  to  the  virus, 
may  give  rise  to  the  development 
of  AIDS.  Groopman  expressed  his 
belief  that  the  forthcoming  scien¬ 
tific  data  will  prove  that  HTLV-3 
is  crucial  to  the  appearance  of  the 
syndrome. 

Groopman  cited  herpes  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  viral  infection  for 
which  there  is  still  no  vaccine.  “It 
is  glib  to  say  that  we  will  have  a 
vaccine  for  AIDS  in  two  years. 
Still,  there  is  hope  because  we 
finally  know  what  we  are  dealing 
with,”  he  said. 

He  pointed  out  the  problem  of 
confidentiality  which  will  be 
created  by  the  blood-screening  test 
for  antibodies  to  HTLV-3.  “We 
can  make  the  assumption  that 
anyone  who  is  virus  positive 
should  not  be  a  blood  donor.  But 
if  you  are  in  a  blood  bank,  you  are 
screened  and  you  are  identified  as 
positive,  what  is  the  psychic  im¬ 
pact  to  you  as  an  individual?  Who 
will  have  access  to  the  informa¬ 
tion?” 

Groopman  continued,  “We 
must  communicate  to  our  legis- 


AIDS.  She  briefly  mentioned  each 
of  the  15  or  so  workshops  and  the 
morning’s  two  keynote  speeches. 
“The  conference  demonstrates 


lators  as  to  how  this  information 
should  be  protected.” 

ARC  Workshop 

Dr.  Ken  Mayer,  research  direc¬ 
tor  at  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  stressed  to  about 
35  people  in  a  morning  workshop 
that  the  condition  known  as  AIDS 
is  actually  based  on  an  arbitrary 
definition  set  by  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  that  encompasses 
a  very  narrow  range  of  symptoms. 

Many  more  people  fall  into  a 
gray  zone,  having  only  some  of  the 
symptoms  of  AIDS  or  symptoms 
which  are  not  so  severe  to  qualify 
as  AIDS.  Mayer  said  he  is  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  the  term 
“pre-AIDS”  used  by  some  to 
describe  these  people  because  not 
all  go  on  to  actually  develop 
AIDS.  The  term  “ARC”  (AIDS- 
Related  Complex)  at  least  allows 
for  the  fact  that  some  people  do  in¬ 
deed  recover. 

“What  do  we  tell  people  who 
test  positive  for  the  virus?”  he 
wondered  aloud.  “We  can’t  pre¬ 
dict  how  people  will  progress.  We 
can  tell  them  they  show  evidence 
of  the  virus  and  then  do 
follow-up.” 

Living  with  AIDS 

Two  men  with  AIDS,  Richard 
and  Mark,  described  to  about  30 
people  in  an  afternoon  workshop 
how  they  are  living  day-to-day 
with  their  illness. 

“When  1  first  heard  about  the 
discovery  of  the  virus,  1  was  reliev¬ 
ed  and  then  1  was  afraid  of  being 
abandoned,”  Richard  admitted, 
“lam  afraid  that  all  the  research 
and  money  will  be  spent  on  pre¬ 
vention.  It  may  be  easy  for  us  to  be 
abandoned....  We  are  not 
disposable,  [but]  that’s  the  at¬ 
titude  we  get  from  a  lot  of 
people.” 

For  Richard  and  Mark,  besieged 
by  experts  with  all  sorts  of 
therapies  and  diets,  the  very  at¬ 
titude  of  taking  care  of  their  own 
health  needs  is  just  as  important  as 
what  they  are  actually  doing  to 
care  for  themselves.  That  feeling 
of  control  gives  them  an  edge 
against  AIDS,  they  argued. 

Both  men  have  learned  to  ques¬ 


that  AIDS... takes  place  in  a 
highly  charged  political  environ¬ 
ment,”  said  Feinberg.  She  noted 
Continued  on  page  7 


tion  their  physicians  about  what 
they  can  do  to  maintain  their 
health.  They  carefully  sift  through 
all  the  information  with  which 
they  are  bombarded  and  decide  for 
themselves  what  therapies  would 
be  best.  By  this  process,  Richard 
ruled  out  chemotherapy. 

Both  Richard  and  Mark  cur¬ 
rently  take  large,  concentrated 
doses  of  Vitaman  C  several  times  a 
day.  Richard  relies  heavily  on 
“visualization  techniques”  to 
reduce  stress  in  his  body  and  to 
create  a  sense  of  well-being. . 

Richard  picks  a  quiet  room  and 
sits  with  his  eyes  shut,  breathing 
slowly  in  and  out.  He  pictures  in 
his  mind  a  beautiful  location  —  a 
beach,  a  park,  whatever  he  fancies 
for  that  day  —  and  then  places 
himself  there.  Then,  he  concen¬ 
trates  on  making  his  lesions  grow 
smaller,  until  he  finally  makes 
them  disappear,  in  his  mind. 
Richard  said  that  this  kind  of 
meditation  relaxes  his  entire  body. 

They  both  take  precautions 
when  they  are  having  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  with  their  lovers,  but  they 
told  of  how  AIDS  still  interferes  in 
their  lovemaking. 

“AIDS  is  the  monkey  that  is 
always  there. .  .on  the  back  of  the 
bed,”  Mark  said. 

“You  feel  ugly,”  Richard  add¬ 
ed.  “Your  entire  body  image  is 
ravaged.” 

Richard  expres.sed  his  frustra¬ 
tion  with  people  who  want  to  tell 
him  all  their  anxieties  about  get¬ 
ting  AIDS.  Each  time  he  is  con¬ 
fronted  with  their  fears,  he  is  forc¬ 
ed  to  relive  all  of  his  experiences, 
and  he  said  he  has  enough  to  con¬ 
tend  with. 

For  those  people  who  do 
develop  AIDS,  they  both  recom¬ 
mended  seeking  some  sort  of 
counselling  to  sort  out  all  the  feel¬ 
ings  that  can  come  with  the 
diagnosis. 

“Ask  for  help  —  you  can’t  do  it 
alone,”  Richard  recommended. 

Mark  said,  “With  enough  help, 
you  can  think  about  living.  Take 
care  of  your  will,  of  all  the  legal 
stuff,  but  go  on  with  living.” 


Dr.  Jerry  Groopman 
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Larry  Kramer,  (1),  with  panelists  Bob  Andrews,  Chris  Guilfoy  and 
Brian,  a  man  with  AIDS. 


HTLV-3  Screening  Test: 

Looks  Good,  But  What  Will  It  Mean? 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

"You  may  not  feel  the  world  would  be  better  if 
homosexuals  were  freely  allowed  a  lifestyle  of  their 
own  choosing.  But  one  who  in  his  ignorance  de¬ 
nounces  an  individual  gay  person  as  evil  or  sinful  sim¬ 
ply  for  his  homosexuality  or  who  publicly  stereotypes 
all  gay  people  as  depraved  or  perverted,  stands  a 
good  chance  of  causing  more  harm  than  good.” 

—  Dan  M.H.  Wilcox,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tribune, 
April  5.  Wilcox  is  a  member  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  Affirmation,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Mormons.  In  his 
article  in  the  Tribune,  Wilcox  refuted  some  of  the 
most  common  misconceptions  about  gay  men  and 
lesbians  by  drawing  a  reverse  picture  presenting  the 
situation  of  heterosexuals  in  a  predemoninantly 
homosexual  world. 


no  skin  at  the  bus  stops 

PHILADELPHIA  —  City  officials  here  have 
banned  25  Penthouse  magazine  ads  posted  last 
month  at  city-owned  public  transport  shelters, 
according  to  Gay  News.  Several  feminist  groups  had 
objected  to  the  ads  featuring  semi-nude  women. 

In  a  letter  to  the  compnay  which  sells  ad  space  at 
the  bus  shelters,  public  property  commissioner  Dudly 
Sykes  said  the  Penthouse  ads  “are  inconsistent  with 
the  public’s  health,  safety  and  general  welfare.” 

The  Temple  University  Women’s  Law  Caucus 
said  in  a  statement:  “Subway  stations  and  bus  stops 
are  places  of  apprehension  for  most  women.  Women 
are  frequently  harassed  and  threatened  at  subway 
trains  and  stations.  It  is  inappropriate  for  the  city  to 
involve  itself  with  pornography.” 


keep  your  eye  on  these  people 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Reagan  administration  offi¬ 
cials  and  some  top  dogs  in  the  Christian  New  Right 
will  join  forces  for  a  special  conference  on  the  “threat 
of  homosexuality”  to  be  held  in  San  Francisco  on  the 
eve  of  the  Democratic  National  Convention,  accord¬ 
ing  to  gay  journalist,  Larry  Bush. 

Jerry  Falwell,  Phyllis  Schlafly,  TV  evangelist  Pat 
Roberts,  William  Bennet,  the  chair  of  Reagan’s  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  and  Alfred  Reg- 
nery,  the  head  of  Reagan’s  Juvenile  Justice  programs 
in  the  U.S.  Justice  Department,  all  have  been  con¬ 
firmed  as  speakers  at  the  “Family  Forum  111.” 

Set  for  July  12  and  13,  “Family  Forum  III”  is  billed 
as  “the  most  important  pro-family  conference  in 
1984.”  Each  of  the  speakers  has  publicly  opposed  gay 
civil  rights  legislation  and  has  portrayed  gay  activism 
as  a  threat  to  families. 

Bennet  wrote  an  article  on  gay  teachers  and 
suggested  that  gay  teachers  be  required  to  stay  in  the 
closet,  while  Regnery  has  dispensed  government 
grants  to  New  Right-affiliated  researchers  who  pro¬ 
pose  to  eliminate  homosexuality  by  censoring  por¬ 
nography. 

Larry  Bush  also  reported  recently  that  the  staff 
director  of  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission  said  civil 
rights  protections  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Linda  Chavez,  a  Reagan  appointee 
during  the  conservatives’  dismantling  of  the  previ¬ 
ously  pro-Civil  Rights  Commission,  said  “the 
homosexual  rights  movement  has  really  damaged 
what  ought  to  be  the  privacy  of  homosexuals”  by  in¬ 
sisting  on  civil  rights. 


gay  hotel  flap  in  puerto  rico 

SAN  JUAN,  P.R.  —  The  governor  of  Puerto  Rico 
and  two  of  his  aides  have  been  named  in  a  $500,000 
suit  filed  by  the  owners  of  a  resort  hotel  who  charge 
that  they  were  denied  a  business  incentive  tax  exemp¬ 
tion  because  the  hotel  and  its  adjacent  street  are  fre¬ 
quented  by  homosexuals,  according  to  the  San  Juan 
Star. 

Owners  of  the  Atlantic  Beach  Hotel  claim  their 
constitutional  rights  have  been  violated  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor's  refusal  to  grant  the  exemption  for  which  they 
are  eligible.  The  suit  charges  that  Gov.  Romero  “ex¬ 
pressed  reservations”  about  the  exemption  "because 
of  the  presence  of  a  significant  number  of  homosexu¬ 
als  on  the  steret  where  the  hotel  is  located.” 

The  governor  s  "reservations”  were  made  known 
to  the  hotel's  attorney  who  received  a  letter  stating 
the  governor  had  exercised  the  discretion  granted 
him  to  turn  down  the  exemption  request  on  the 
grounds  that  it  would  not  be  “in  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  of  Puerto  Rico.” 


anti-racist  manuscripts  sought 

WOODSTOCK,  VT  —  Tia  Cross,  lesbian  anti¬ 
racist  activist  and  former  Cambridge  resident,  is  so¬ 
liciting  manuscripts  for  an  anthology  on  white  women 
and  racism,  according  to  the  Black  and  White  Men 
Together/New  York  newsletter.  Cross  hopes  to  have 
the  book  ready  for  publication  by  June  1985.  She  es¬ 
pecially  encoureages  white  women  who  don’t  define 
themselves  as  “writers”  to  share  their  experiences. 
The  deadline  is  August  1,  1984.  Contact  Tia  Cross, 
RFD,  Woodstock,  Vermont  05091.  Please  include  a 
SASE. 


tty  for  the  hotline 

BOSTON  —  Hearing-impaired  lesbians  and  gay 
men  with  access  to  a  TTY  will  soon  be  able  to  use  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline,  thanks  to  the  gene¬ 
rosity  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Committee. 

Pride  Committee  co-chair  Marsha  Levine  pre¬ 
sented  a  TTY  on  behalf  of  the  committee  to  hotline  co¬ 
ordinator  Ken  Smith  on  April  30.  “We  had  in  past 
years  been  borrowing  one  ourselves  to  use,”  Levine 
explained.  “This  year  we  looked  into  buying  one,  and 
we  decided  the  lesbian  and  gay  communtiy  would  be 
much  better  served  if  we  bought  one  for  the  hotline.” 

The  hotline,  of  course  ,  will  serve  as  an  informa¬ 
tion  number  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  both  hearing 
and  hearing-impaired,  who  are  interested  in  particu¬ 
lars  about  the  many  events  scheduled  for  this  year’s 
Pride  Week.  And  the  TTY  will  now  be  available  year- 
round  for  general  use  by  the  hotline. 

The  telephone  number  for  the  hotline  is  (617) 
426-9371.  Volunteers  currently  staff  the  lines  from  6 
p.m.  to  11  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  although 
Smith  says  he  hopes  the  hours  can  be  extended  in  the 
summer.  To  that  end,  people  wishing  to  volunteer 
some  of  their  time  should  give  a  call. 


high-tech  homophobia 

NEW  YORK  —  One  of  the  country’s  largest  home 
computer  subscriber  systems  recently  notified  a 
subscriber  that  messages  containing  the  words  “les¬ 
bian”  or  “gay”  would  be  deleted  from  its  electronic 
bulletin  board  service,  according  to  the  New  York 
Native. 

H&R  Block’s  CompuServe  chief  Jeffery  Wilkins 
sent  the  following  unfriendly  message  to  user  David 
Schultz:  “. .  .[We]  require  that  certain  standards  of 
expression  conform  to  the  tastes  of  our  general  audi¬ 
ence  as  we  perceive  them.” 

Even  though  the  company’s  own  censor  had 
agreed  with  Schultz  that  a  message  about  a  gay-run 
trip  to  Puerto  Rico  was  not  obscene,  Schultz’s  tour 
messages  were  repeatedly  deleted. 

Despite  the  fact  that  CompuServe  censors  gay- 
specific  messages  in  Wisconsin  and  the  40-plus 
municipalities  which  have  enacted  protective  legisla¬ 
tion  for  gay  people,  the  applicability  of  those  laws  in 
this  case  is  unclear.  It  seems  to  rest  on  the  question 
of  whether  home  computer  services  are  private  busi¬ 
nesses  or  public  utilities.  Thus  far,  the  Federal  Com¬ 
munications  Commission  has  regarded  them  as  pri¬ 
vate  businesses  and,  therefore,  beyond  the  scope  of 
civil  rights  ordinances  and  bills. 

In  the  meantime,  the  public  relations  director  of 
CompuServe  backpeddled  on  his  company’s  policy 
and  suggested  that  a  friendlier  spot  for  gay  and 
lesbian-specific  mesages  might  be  the  company’s 
“Alternative  Lifestyle”  directory. 


Vancouver  lesbian  mother  wins  custody 
of  children 

VANCOUVER  —  The  British  Columbia  Supreme 
Court  overturned  a  lower  court  decision  that  separ¬ 
ated  three  children  from  their  lesbian  mother  after  the 
woman  had  moved  out  of  her  lover’s  home  and  into 
her  own  apartment,  according  to  The  Body  Politic. 

The  lower  court  placed  the  children  with  their 
father  in  February  and  had  cited  the  mother’s  lesbian¬ 
ism  as  the  reason.  However,  because  the  woman’s  liv¬ 
ing  situation  had  changed  and  on  the  basis  of  affidav¬ 
its  from  her  children  stating  their  preference  for  living 
with  her,  the  decision  was  reversed  on  March  9.  One 
affidavit  quoted  the  woman’s  15-year-old  son  as  say¬ 
ing  his  mother’s  lesbian  relationship  was  “better  than 
my  mother’s  relationship  with  my  father.”  The  boy 
described  his  father  as  a  violent-tempered  alcoholic. 


man/boy  love  advocate  heckled  at 
Cornell 

ITHACA,  NY  —  Charley  Shively,  Boston  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  and  law  professor  at  U.  Mass./Boston,  gave  a 
talk  entitled  “Children’s  Sexual  Rights”  at  Cornell 
University  April  26.  About  50  people  turned  out  to  hear 
Shively  defend  man/boy  love  and  argue  for  the  right  of 
children  to  control  their  own  lives.  The  hostile  audi¬ 
ence  heckled  Shively  and  many  walked  out  noisily 
before  the  talk  ended. 

“Do  you  really  consider  yourself  a  human 
being?”  one  student  asked,  “since  everything  I  con¬ 
sider  human  you’ve  managed  to  desecrate.” 

The  talk  was  sponsored  by  the  Committee  for 
Academic  Freedom,  which  formed  last  year  to  sup¬ 
port  Cornell  freshman  Bill  Andriette  who  lost  a  schol¬ 
arship  from  Telluride  Association  because  he  was 
spokesperson  for  the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  The  Cornell  Government  De¬ 
partment  and  NAMBLA  also  co-sponsored  Shively’s 
visit.  The  Government  Department  requested  a  state¬ 
ment  be  read  that  said  it  “in  no  way  endorses  Prof. 
Shively’s  views.” 


second  harassing  call  reported 

SOMERVILLE,  MA  —  A  Somerville  lesbian  told 
GCN  that  she  recently  received  a  harassing  phone 
call  similar  to  the  one  reported  two  weeks  ago.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  11,  No.  40.) 

She  received  a  call  from  a  woman  who  identified 
herself  as  Susan  Meyers;  Meyers  said  she  was  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  National  Women’s  Resource  Center  and 
provided  the  woman  with  an  office  address  and 
phone  number,  both  of  which  turned  out  to  be  bogus. 
Meyers  asked  the  woman  to  participate  in  a  survey  on 
women’s  attitudes  about  sex  so  that  information 
could  be  compiled  with  regard  to  rape  victims. 

The  woman  said  Meyers  asked  an  elaborate 
series  of  sophisticated  questions,  indicating  she  was 
familiar  with  lesbian  sexuality  and  the  feminist  analy¬ 
sis  of  rape.  After  gaining  the  woman’s  trust,  Meyers 
invited  a  man  she  called  “Rich”  to  join  them  on  the 
phone.  The  three-way  converstation  led  eventually  to 
a  veiled  rape  threat  against  the  woman. 

This  scenario  is  very  similar  to  the  one  described 
by  a  Cambridge  lesbian  who  was  victimized  by  a  ha¬ 
rassment  call  two  weeks  ago. 

The  Somerville  woman  told  GCN  she  believes  the 
callers  are  knowledgeable  about  the  lesbian  commu¬ 
nity  and  lesbian  sexuality.  So,  don't  be  taken  in  by 
this  scheme.  If  you  receive  a  call  requesting  your  co¬ 
operation  in  a  survey  on  sexuality,  before  you  agree  to 
participate  get  the  name  and  phone  number  of  the 
group  the  caller  says  she  is  from  and  verify  both  the 
group  and  the  caller’s  association  with  it. 


sex  regs  to  be  completed  by  may  7 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  City  Attorney  George  Ag- 
nost  expects  to  complete  a  “rough  draft”  of  the  regu¬ 
lations  for  the  city’s  bathhouses  and  sex  clubs  by 
May  7,  according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  Public 
hearings  will  be  held  before  a  final  version  of  the  rules 
is  considered  for  adoption. 

Agnost  said  the  regulations  will  be  formulated  in 
consultation  with  the  city’s  police  department,  his 
staff,  the  health  department  and  doctors  who  are 
“AIDS  experts.”  An  as-yet-to-be-named  gay  person  is 
also  to  be  included  in  the  consultations. 

Agnost  said  that  all  12  bathhouses  and  an  esti¬ 
mated  24  other  sex-related  businesses  would  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  regulation,  whether  the  clientele  is  gay  or 
straight. 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Traditional  Solution  for  Traditional  Problem 


Workers  Organize  Battered  Women’s  Shelter 


By  Janice  Irvine 

PHILADELPHIA  —  In  over  a 
decade,  the  battered  women’s 
movement  has  effected  w'ide- 
spread  public  consciousness  about 
domestic  violence  and  has 
developed  a  nationwide  network 
of  shelters  and  services  to  meet  the 
needs  of  battered  women.  As  the 
movement  matures,  however,  the 
flip  side  of  expansion  and  success 
is  internal  disagreement  and  con¬ 
flict.  This  is  reflected  most  drama¬ 
tically  in  recent  union  drives  in 
shelters,  as  staff people  seek  a  more 
formal  mechanism  for  resolving 
conflicts  with  management. 

Women  Against  Abuse  (WAA) 
in  Philadelphia,  voted  19-8  on 
March  28  to  unionize  with  District 
65  of  the  United  Auto  Workers. 
With  40  staff  and  a  variety  of  pro¬ 
grams,  it  is  the  largest  shelter  in  the 


country  and,  according  to  its 
director,  Joan  Kuriansky,  “WAA 
has  been  in  the  forefront  for 
years.” 

After  its  successful  unioniza¬ 
tion,  shelters  across  the  country 
will  undoubtedly  be  watching  to 
see  how  successfully  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  shelter  negotiates  its  internal 
conflicts. 

The  union  vote  is  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  what  some  shelter  staff 
describe  as  “demoralization  and 
powerlessness”  on  the  job. 
Although  the  union  will  negotiate 
issues  of  wages  and  benefits, 
Joanne  Brown,  a  secretary  at 
WAA,  told  GCN,  “Money  would 
never  have  mobilized  anybody 
here  to  join  the  union.”  The  major 
issues  concerned  decision-making 
and  power  within  the  shelter. 


Shelter  staff  feel  they  have  been  at 
the  whim  of  capriciousness  and 
harassing  behavior  by  manage¬ 
ment.  Vague  job  descriptions  and 
unclear  supervision  have  resulted 
in  personnel  decisions  that  staff 
think  have  been  arbitrary  and 
from  which  they  seek  protection. 

In  addition,  staff  have  felt  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  decision-making 
process  in  the  shelter.  In  a  written 
statement,  shelter  staff  said, 
“. .  .our  experience  has  generally 
been  that  whenever  our  idea  or 
suggestions  run  counter  to  the 
views  or  plans  of  managment,  they 
never  go  anywhere.  We  wanted 
more  effective  input  of  our  ideas.” 

Brown  said  that  the  shelter  staff 
attempted  to  meet  with  manage¬ 
ment  and,  in  the  fall,  to  resolve 
these  problems,  but  that  they  were 


Rosie  ’5  Place,  A  Grassroots  Shelter 

Fire  At  Women’s  Shelter 
Reduces  Local  Services 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  A  fire  on  a  plea¬ 
sant  and  sunny  Sunday  afternoon 
has  temporarily  clouded  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  homeless  women  in  this  city. 

Rosie’s  Place,  one  of  the  few 
shelters  specifically  for  homeless 
women  and  one  of  the  few 
grassroots  shelters,  sustained  fire 
damage  to  its  fourth  and  fifth 
floors  and  water  damage  to  the 
floors  below.  The  April  29 
were  eating  lunch  at  the  time  into 
the  street.  The  top  two  floors  were 
unoccupied  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
fire  at  4:30  p.m.  All  the  women 
escaped  to  the  street  safely,  with 
only  one  woman  sustaining  minor 
injuries.  The  fire,  which  was  said  by 
the  arson  squad  to  be  of  suspicious 
origin,  is  under  investigation. 

The  staff  immediately  began 
working  on  providing  alternative 
shelter  for  the  women  who  use 
Rosie’s  Place.  The  shelter’s  Board 
of  Directors  issued  a  press  release 
saying  in  part:  “Pending  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  consultations  with  ar¬ 
chitects  and  contractors,  we  will 
begin  restoring  our  site  at  1662 
Washington  St.  [and]  will  continue 
to  the  best  of  our  ability  to  fulfill 
our  committment  to  the  women  of 
Rosie’s  who  have  been  a  part  of  our 
community  for  the  past  decade.” 

Just  one  week  prior  to  the  fire, 
the  shelter  had  celebrated  its  10th 


anniversary.  Although  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  building  can  be 
restored,  no  firm  decision  will  be 
made  until  it  is  inspected.  The 
Board  of  Directors  is  expected  to 
make  that  decision  when  it  meets 
on  May  5. 

A  spokesperson  for  Rosie’s, 
Rosamond  Hooper-Hamersley  told 
GCN  that  all  those  involved  with 
Rosie’s  are  determined  to  continue 
the  services  provided  by  the  shelter, 
although  some  services  have  been 
temporarily  curtailed.  “We  are  try¬ 
ing  to  restore  full  services  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  are  offering  advocacy 
as  usual,  and  in  the  evening  we 
take  people  in  our  van  and  try  to 
locate  them  beds  in  other  shelters. 
What  we  will  be  missing  in  the  in¬ 
terim  period  is  our  clothing  room 
services  and  our  overnight  shelter.” 

Dinner  will  be  served  to  women 
at  nearby  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal 
Church  on  Shawmut  Ave.  across 
from  Blackstone  Park  from  5:00 
p.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  Lunch  will  not  be 
served  until  further  plans  can  be 
made. 

Prior  to  the  fire,  Rosie’s  had 
been  serving  lunch  to  20  to  30 
women  and  dinner  to  about  60 
women  per  day.  In  a  city  with  only 
85  beds  set  aside  for  women,  the 
temporary  loss  of  the  10  beds  at 
Rosie’s  looms  large.  However,  the 


staff  at  Rosie’s  will  bring  women  to 
other  shelters  as  they  did  whenever 
there  were  more  women  than  beds. 
Additional  temporary  space  has 
been  reserved  for  women  at  two  ci¬ 
ty  shelters,  and  some  private 
facilities  are  providing  space  for 
women  to  spend  nights.  Never¬ 
theless,  shelter  workers  expect  a 
shortage  of  beds. 

Rosie’s  is  unique  both  in  terms  of 
its  philosophy  and  structure. 
Established  in  1974  by  KipTiernan, 
it  takes  its  name  from  its  first  loca¬ 
tion  over  Rosa’s  Market  on  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.;  a  name  which  fit  because 
“it  didn’t  sound  institutional  to 
us.”  Although  the  shelter  moved 
from  that  location  after  a  year  and 
a  half,  it  kept  the  name.  After 
another  year  and  a  half  at  an  in¬ 
terim  space,  they  moved  to  their 
own  building  on  Washington  St, 
also  in  the  South  End. 

Continued  on  page  7 


“brickwalled  by  management.” 
Relations  between  management 
and  workers  became  even  more 
strained,  according  to  Brown,  and 
the  “big  brother  atmosphere  was 
really  heightened.” 

Jan  Walker,  a  paralegal  at  the 
shelter,  told  GCN  that  manage¬ 
ment  wouldn’t  talk  about  the  dif¬ 
ficulties.  Walker  said  the  manage¬ 
ment’s  attitude  was,  “  ‘we’re  the 
ones  who  are  in  power  and  you’re 
not.’  That  really  got  people  angry 
and  they  wanted  to  do  something 
about  it.” 

The  workers  decided  to  affiliate 
with  UAW’s  District  65  after  they 
considered  several  other  unions. 
Brown  said  they  choose  65  because 
of  its  progressiveness  on  issues  of 
abortion,  gay  rights  and  nuclear 
war.  They  checked  out  Service 
Employees  International  Union, 
also  a  progressive  union,  but 
Brown  noted,  “...the  man  was 
calling  us  ‘dear’  and  ‘darling.’ 
That  just  wouldn’t  have  worked 
over  here.” 

Betty  Ollek,  union  organizer  for 
District  65,  told  GCN  that  65’s 
motto  is,  “We’re  the  union  of  the 
forgotten.”  She  said  they  had 
unionized  shops  with  as  few  as  two 
workers  and  that  they  plan  to  ex¬ 
pand  into  organizing  battered 
women’s  shelters. 

Negotiations  are  expected  to 
begin  in  a  few  weeks  and  will  focus 
on  wages  and  benefits,  decision¬ 
making,  health  and  safety,  and  the 
development  of  a  grievance  pro¬ 
cedure.  Staffpeople  were  reluctant 
to  discuss  specifics  of  the  proposed 
contract,  but  Ollek  said  it  will  in¬ 
clude  demands  specifically  con¬ 
cerning  lesbian  workers.  She  add¬ 
ed  that  although  there  has  not 
been  very  much  communication 
with  management,  she  hasn’t  en¬ 
countered  extreme  resistance. 
“We  don’t  anticipate  a  lot  of 
problems,  but  [negotiations] 
won’t  be  easy,”  she  said. 

Kuriansky  emphasized  to  GCN 
that  they  “did  not  campaigil 
against  the  union.”  She  disagreed 
with  workers’  reports  of  manage¬ 
ment’s  harassment,  attributing 


them  to  “differences  in  interpreta¬ 
tion.”  Noting  that  W.4A  had  just 
revised  its  bylaws  to  include  shelter 
staffmembers  in  meetings  and  on 
the  Board  of  Directors,  she  claim¬ 
ed  that  formal  mechanisms  for 
participation  by  shelter  workers 
have  always  been  in  place.  Kurian¬ 
sky  said  she  would  have  preferred 
it  if  other  options  to  unionization 
had  been  explored,  but  added,  “If 
it  builds  the  sense  of  worker  input 
and  solidarity,  it  may  do  a  lot. 
We’re  certainly  willing  to  give  it  a 
try.  We’ll  all  be  trying  to  feel  our 
way  through  it.” 

Although  Kuriansky  implied 
amiable  relations  between  shelter 
staff  and  management,  Jan 
Walker  reported  strained  relations 
at  WAA.  “1  think  she  takes  it  as  a 
personal  affront  that  we’ve  done 
this....  She  treats  us  like  we’re 
the  enemy  now.”  Walker  said 
management’s  attitude  has  been 
one  of  blaming  the  workers  for 
having  “created  some  horrible 
thing  here  and  it’s  all  our  fault.” 

Staffs  at  shelters  throughout  the 
country,  including  several  in  New 
England,  have  be^.n  considering 
unionization  as  a  mechanism  for 
solving  internal  conflict  —  a  step 
which  draws  mixed  responses  from 
many  shelter  workers.  The  pheno¬ 
menal  growth  of  shelters,  a  drif¬ 
ting  away  from  a  grassroots  ba.se 
towards  professionalization,  and 
pressures  from  funding  sources  are 
all  factors  which  exacerbate  shelter 
problems.  The  problems  of  dif¬ 
ferences  in  philosophies  and 
politics  are  heightened  by  power 
inequities  in  a  hierarchical  struc¬ 
ture.  It  is  issues  of  decision¬ 
making  that  are  frequently  the 
most  volatile  and  which  may  be  the 
most  difficult  to  resolve. 

Some  movement  workers  ques¬ 
tion  the  ability  of  unions  to  ad¬ 
dress  these  kinds  of  problems  and 
fear  that  workers  may  lose  more 
than  they  gain  in  contract  negotia¬ 
tions.  They  are  skeptical  about  the 
effectiveness  of  outside  interven¬ 
tion  and  raise  questions  about  the 
relationship  of  the  unions  to  the 
Continued  on  page  6 


Connecticut  Quarantine 
Law  Out  of  Committee 


The  kitchen  of  Rosie's  Place  after  the  fire. 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn  —  The 
quarantine  legislation  introduced 
by  Representative  Richard 
Tulisano,  has  cleared  committee 
and  will  next  face  debate  on  the 
floor  of  the  Connecticut  House  of 
Representatives.  While  the  legisla¬ 
tion  is  an  updated  version  of  laws 
already  on  the  books  and  while  it 
does  not  specifically  mention 
AIDS,  some  activists  are  concern¬ 
ed  about  the  atmosphere  within 
which  it  is  being  raised,  and  about 
whether  and  how  it  will  be  used  in 
AIDS  cases. 

Tulisano,  in  an  interview  with 
GCN  this  past  March,  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  introduced  the  bill 
as  a  result  of  the  case  of  a  woman 
who  was  alleged  to  have  AIDS. 
(See  GCN  Vol.  11,  No.  35.) 
Because  the  woman  also  was  alleg¬ 
ed  to  be  a  prostitute,  fears  abound¬ 
ed  that  she  would  spread  the 
disease  to  the  heterosexuals.  The 
incident  occurred  in  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  misinformation  and 
served  to  whip  up  public  hysteria 
about  AIDS. 

However,  Tulisano  maintained 
that  the  bill  serves  to  tighten  laws 
already  existing  and  to  provide 
better  due  process  protections  for 
people  who  are  ordered  quarantin¬ 
ed. 

At  this  point,  it  is  unclear  how 
2  the  bill  could  apply  to  persons  with 
^  AIDS  given  the  current  knowledge 
c  of  AIDS  transmissibility.  Bill 
Sabella,  an  epidemiologist  at  the 
Connecticut  Department  of  Public 


Health,  told  GCN,  “We  can’t 
prove  if  a  person  [with  AIDS]  is  in¬ 
fectious.  That  leaves  us  with  a  lot 
of  ethical  questions  of  how  we  are 
going  to  deal  with  this.” 

But  Sabella,  assessing  the 
Tulisano  bill,  said,  “It  is  a  better 
document  than  before.  It  increases 
the  Public  Health  Department’s 
input  into  what  would  actually 
happen  to  the  person.  It  has  a  lot 
of  good  safeguards.  For  example, 
the  commissioner  would  have  to 
know  what  happens  to  that  person 
within  24  hours.  And  a  three-judge 
panel  would  be  involved  with  the 
disposition  of  the  case....  The 
idea  of  having  other  experts  come 
in  and  discuss  the  issues  about 
each  individual  case  is  a  good  way 
to  get  around  it  being  used  in¬ 
discriminately  or  inappro¬ 
priately.” 

When  asked  if  the  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  the  bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  should  cause  gay  people 
to  be  cautious,  Sabella  said,  “The 
reality  of  the  whole  thing  is  that 
the  legislation  is  not  specifically 
written  for  AIDS.  AIDS  doesn’t 
even  fit  into  the  type  of  disease 
anybody  would  be  quarantined 
for.  But  the  legislation  was 
developed  in  response  to  this 
woman  who  allegedly  had  AIDS. 
It  was  perceived  by  the  world  that 
AIDS  would  be  the  kind  of  disease 
[that  is  quarantinable].  AIDS  is 
perceived  as  a  disease  that  is 
transmitted  by  casual  contact, 
when  in  fact,  it  is  not.  One  of  our 


major  jobs  is  to  let  people  know 
that.  It’s  not  that  it  would  never 
cover  [a  person  with  AIDS]  but 
any  physician  who  had  any  kind  of 
smarts  wouldn’t  consider  it.  And 
once  it  got  to  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  it  certainly  wouldn’t  get 
anywhere.” 

Recently,  the  Massachusetts  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Health  also  re¬ 
examined  quarantine  laws  in 
response  to  the  AIDS  crisis. 

Bob  Andrews  of  the  Boston 
AIDS  Action  Committee  notes 
that  these  laws  are  being  examined 
at  a  time  when  “there  is  a  massive 
level  of  hysteria  around  AIDS  and 
there  is  a  lot  of  homophobia.” 
Noting  the  [effective]  closing  of 
the  San  Francisco  baths,  the  move 
to  tighten  quarantine  laws,  right- 
wing  backlash,  the  misinforma¬ 
tion  about  AIDS  which  has  led 
some  people  to  lose  their  jobs,  and 
the  government’s  traditional  reluc¬ 
tance  to  protect  the  rights  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  Andrews  be¬ 
lieves  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
need  to  be  watchful  of  the  ways  in 
which  these  laws  could  be  misused. 
He  suggests  setting  up  task  forces 
which  would  consider  what  should 
be  done  in  case  abuses  arise. 

Andrews  says,  “In  some  way 
they’re  being  responsible  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  citizens  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  1  just  hope  they’re  as  respon¬ 
sible  in  protecting  the  rights  of  gay 
people.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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con  games 
on  both  sides 

Dear  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  your 
readers  something  that  has  been  irking  myself  and 
a  lot  of  other  prisoners  1  know.  So  many  free 
folks  out  there  complain  about  the  con  games  that 
we  prisoners  are  “known”  for  playing  on  you  in¬ 
nocent  people.  Well  the  coin  has  two  sides  to  it. 

About  1 1  months  ago  1  discovered  an  old  GCN 
lying  around  and  picked  it  up  and  immediately 
was  impressed  by  it.  1  wrote  off  for  a  subscription 
and  now  many  of  us  read  and  enjoy  the  paper  on  a 
regular  basis.  Many  of  us  have  run  penpal  ads  and 
1  was  luckier  than  most  and  got  quite  a  few 
replies.  Many  didn’t  get  any  serious  ones. 

In  my  letter  I  made  it  clear  that  1  was  just  look¬ 
ing  for  some  sincere  friendships  even  if  it  just 
meant  a  friendly  note  now  and  then.  Loneliness 
and  the  lack  of  affection  and  sincerity  in  people 
are  the  only  aspects  of  prison  life  that  1  just  can’t 
deal  with. 

It  has  been  a  little  over  4  months  since  my  ad 
ran  and  I’m  only  writing  about  10  percent  of  the 
original  people  who  answered  my  ad.  It  seemed 
that  about  60  percent  of  them  wanted  to 
siraighien  out  my  life  and  make  me  a  born  again 
Christian,  to  which  I  politely  answered  that  my  life 
and  relationship  with  god  was  just  fine  and  I  have 
no  desire  to  have  anyone  else  meddling  in  it. 
About  10  percent  of  the  people  who  wrote  wanted 
to  exchange  sexy  letters  (which  1  can  get  out  of  a 
magazine  and  am  not  interested).  10  percent 
wanted  me  as  a  lover  upon  my  release  and  they 
don’t  even  know  me.  And  about  10  percent  just 
slowly  stopped  writing  out  of  lack  of  time  of 
boredom.  Of  the  remaining  10  percent  that  I  still 
write  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  hanging  in 
there  with  me  and  being  such  warm  and  wonder¬ 
ful  people. 

I  guess  the  thing  1  wanted  to  bring  up  most  of 
all  is,  even  though  we  do  have  our  turkies  in  here 
that  may  try  to  use  you,  not  all  of  us  are  bad  at 
heart.  Most  of  the  turkies  are  supposedly 
heterosexual.  There  are  quite  a  few  gay  prisoners 
besides  my.self  who  have  no  friends  out  there  and 
are  lonely.  We  may  not  be  in  a  position  to  be  hurt 
financially  as  some  of  you,  but  our  feelings  are 
real  and  can  be  hurt  just  as  easily  as  yours.  It  hurts 
when  I  write  someone  looking  for  an  honest 
friendship  only  to  be  dropped  like  a  hot  potato 
because  I’m  not  your  “type”,  or  because  I’m  not 
looking  for  a  lover,  or  I’m  not  into  writing  porno 
letters,  or  becau,se  you  got  bored  and  don’t  even 
have  time  to  drop  a  postcard  now  and  then.  These 
are  some  of  the  experiences  that  I’ve  gone 
through,  not  to  mention  many  others  that  folks 
like  myself  have,  and  been  hurl. 

release  friends,  once  you  make  a  commitment 
to  write,  stick  to  it.  Most  important  of  all,  be 
yourself,  don’t  try  to  be  what  others  want  you  to 
be.  We’ll  have  a  lot  more  respect  for  you  for  being 
hone.st  as  I’m  sure  you  would  for  us. 

1  myself  am  quite  happy  with  the  people  that  I 
am  writing  and  would  not  want  to  take  on  more 
than  I  can  handle,  and  if  this  letter  brought  you  to 
thinking  about  writing  me,  take  a  look  in  the  back 
of  this  issue  under  the  “Prisoner  Seeking 
Friends”  and  see  if  there  isn’t  someone  that  you 
could  relate  to  and  maybe  make  their  life  a  little 
brighter,  and  yours  too.  If  not  this  week,  then 
next.  There  are  two  sides  to  the  coin,  and  we  have 
feelings  loo. 

Respectfully, 

Walter  Fritz 
Vacaville,  CA 

my  body 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  you  to  see  if  you  can  give  me  some 
information.  1  am  in  prison  and  will  be  rleased  in 
1986,  maybe  before,  but  this  is  not  the  issue  at 
hand.  After  a  lot  of  thinking  and  soul-searching 
on  my  part,  I  want  to  be  of  some  help  to  someone. 
What  1  want  is  this:  if  there  is  anyone  that  is  gay 
who  is  in  need  of  a  kidney,  I  would  be  willing  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  giving  one  of  mine  up.  I 
am  26  and  believe  I  am  O  positive  blood.  1  am  ful¬ 
ly  prepared  to  fight  any  legal  issues  that  the  prison 
may  raise! 

ALso,  1  wish  to  know  of  any  health  foundations 
who  would  consider  using  me  in  any  experiments 
on  a  cure  for  the  dreadful  disease  AIDS.  I  am 
prepared  to  take  a  chance  to  do  something  for 
humankind.  1  realize  that  there  will  be  ethics  etc. 
arising  in  this  offer,  but  I  feel  this  is  my  body,  my 
life,  and  I  can  do  anything  with  it,  so  forget 
ethics,  or  whatever,  and  then  someone  may  Find  a 
cure.  I  am  in  perfect  health  as  well  as  in  mind.  Sc 
if  you  are  able  to  help  in  either  of  my  requests,  ii 
will  be  greatly  appreciated.  It  will  be  a  great  thin^ 
to  be  able  to  help  a  brother  or  sister. 

Sincerely, 

Ronnie  Odell, 

PO  Box  58, 

McCain,  NC  28361. 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes 
letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at 
all  possible,  >our  letters  should  be 
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length. 


infiltrate  the 
library 

Dear  GCN, 

Every  now  and  then,  someone  writes  in, 
unleashing  oceans  of  pent-up  anguish  over  our 
impounded  and  forgotten  youth  —  millions  of 
them  —  lesbians  and  gay  males  still  under  1 8,  and 
still  residing  behind  the  iron  wall  of  straight 
America!  (“We  can’t  forget  them  —  we  need  to 
reach  out!  But  how?”)  Definately,  I  sympathize 
—  myself  only  a  few  years  immigrated  into  the 
community.  Today,  however,  I  write  —  not  with 
a  comprehensive  solution  —  or  even  a  com- 
phrehensive  restatement  of  the  problem.  Only  a 
piece  of  advice:  infiltrate  the  public  library! 

Yes,  recently,  the  public  library  here  ordered 
GCN.  All  1  had  to  do  was  donate  a  sample  copy 
and  fill  out  a  request  card.  Same  with  books  (ob- 
viosuly  this  branch  happens  to  be  one  undaunted 
by  the  Moral  Majority  book-banners).  If  GCN 
was  your  rescue  —  it  may  be  others’  too.  The 
public  library,  you  may  remember,  is  a  regular 
sanctuary  for  aliented,  gay-dreamy  gay  youth.  So 
do  a  good  deed  and  help  build  a  gay  community 
library! 

Donnie  Mack 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 

P.S.  One  more  tip:  don’t  use  this  issue  to  bring  to 
the  librarian. 

scourge  of  the  earth 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

Please  let  me  express  my  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  heartfelt  warmth  for  all  you  newspaper  has 
done  for  me.  It  has  truly  made  my  life  here  in  this 
Texas  prison  much  more  tolerable.  1  have  also 
found  a  wonderful  friend  from  Santa  Fe  who  1 
hope  I  can  become  united  with  when  1  get  out. 

I  have  been  temporarily  denied  issues  Vol  1 1 
Nos. 32,  33  and  34  because  they  each  contain  pic¬ 
tures  prohibited  by  the  censors  here.  Page  13  of 
Nos.  32  &  34  contains,  they  tell  me,  “graphic 
depiction  of  men  engaging  in  homosexual  activi¬ 
ty.”  And  then  the  reason  given  for  denial  is  as 
follows:  “A  specific  factual  determination  has 
been  made  that  the  publication  is  detrimental  to 
prisoners’  rehabilitation  because  it  would  en¬ 
courage  deviate  sexual  behavior.” 

1  will  receive  those  issues  as  soon  as  they  clip  the 
offending  pages  that  would  turn  me  into  the 
scourge  of  the  earth.  They  let  all  the  other 


ab  1 

Dear  GCN, 

I  have  been  pleased  to  follow  your  coverage  of 
AB-1,  the  California  gay  employment  protection 
bill  vetoed  in  March  by  Gov.  Deukmejian.  Com¬ 
paring  your  articles  and  others  in  the  gay  press 
with  stories  run  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  I 
have  been  fascinated  by  the  way  different 
publications  cover  such  an  issue.  I  want  to 
analyze  the  print  media  coverage  of  AB-1  from  a 
wide  variety  of  sources. 

At  this  point  1  have  compiled  material  primari¬ 
ly  from  Coming  Up!,  GCN,  the  Advocate,  the 
Bav  Area  Reporter,  the  S.F.  Chronicle,  the  S.F. 
Progress.  1  have  not  yet  had  time  to  check  back 
issues  of  such  mainstream  sources  as  the  L.A. 
Times,  the  N.Y.  Times,  the  Washington  Post,  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor,  Newsweek  or  Time.  I 
am  particularly  interested  in  articles,  letters  and 
editorials  from  these  sources. 

1  am  asking  GCN  readers  to  help  me  with  this 
project.  If  you  come  across  relevant  material  in 
these  (or  any)  publications,  particularly  in  back 
issues  from  March  or  April,  please  write  me  citing 
source  and  date.  If  you  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
material,  I  will  gladly  reimburse  you  for  copying 
and  postage. 

Thanks  for  your  help. 

Barbara  Ustanko 
1515  Broadway  #1 1 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


prisoners  have  magazines  such  as  Hustler,  Pent¬ 
house  etc.  showing  real  macho  heterosexual  men 
tying  up  young  girls  prior  to  beating  them  and 
forcing  sexual  whims  upon  them,  and  other  such 
things  that  a  “rehabilitating”  American  male 
prisoner  should  look  at  to  make  their  minds 
“healthy”. 

What  kind  of  fucked  up  bullshit  do  we  have 
here?  As  far  as  I  know  being  gay  isn’t  against  the 
law  anymore.  I  don’t  know  if  there  is  any  legal 
route  that  I  can  attempt  to  correct  this,  but  I’m 
going  to  check  into  it.  I  thought  that  perhaps  you 
folks  might  want  to  know  about  this  malady. 

Well,  I  wanted  you  to  know  how  much  I  ap¬ 
preciate  you  people  and  all  you  are  doing. 

Thank  you, 

Kevin  Shackett, 

294091, 

Box  16, 

Lovelady  TX  75851. 


Ii  yaiiistick  ^  ^ 

you  can  become  a  member  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement’s  newspaper  of 
record. 

The  Gay  Community  News  was  first  published  in  June,  1973,  just  prior  to 
Boston’s  annual  lesbian  and  gay  pride  march,  and  has  published  weekly  since. 
Initially  a  mimeographed  newsletter  and  calendar,  GCN  was  started  by  a 
group  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists  who  needed  a  better  way  to  communicate 
with  each  other  and  the  community.  The  newsletter  soon  grew  into  a  16-page 
tabloid,  with  its  own  office  and  (under-)  paid  staff.  GCN  has  always  seen  its 
purpose  as  providing  a  forum  for  discussion  of  the  many  issues  important  to 
our  diverse  community,  as  well  as  providing  the  news  and  features  essential  to 
developing  an  informed  and  politically  active  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

GCN  has  always  been  operated  as  a  non-profit  collective  depending  heav¬ 
ily  on  the  input  of  an  active  volunteer  membership  and  elected  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors.  Anyone  demonstrating  an  active  and  extended  commitment  to  working 
on  GCN  can  become  a  member  and  help  determine  the  policy  and  direction  of 
the  paper  through  monthly  membership  meetings.  We  need  volunteers  in 
order  to  get  the  paper  out  each  week  and,  equally  important,  to  maintain  the 
broad  base  of  perspectives  that  makes  us  a  community  newspaper. 

Being  a  community  newspaper  means  that  GCN  is  not  an  organ  of  any  per¬ 
son,  business,  or  movement  faction.  GCN  attempts  to  serve  a  politically  and 
geographically  diverse  lesbian  and  gay  community.  We  need  your  input  in  let¬ 
ters,  Speaking  Outs,  articles,  news  tips,  volunteer  time,  and  money.  If  you 
have  always  wondered  what  it  was  like  to  work  with  a  committed  group  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  on  a  newspaper,  give  us  a  call.  Below  are  some  of  the  areas 
where  we  especially  need  volunteers: 

Circulation. . .  help  put  GCN  in  the  plain  brown  wrappers  and  mail  it  out! 
Call  Chris  Guilfoy,  or  just  show  up. 

Promotions. . .  help  put  together  the  mailings  and  projects  that  get  people 
interested  in  GCN.  Call  Richard  Burns. 

.Wh's.  . .  writing  (especially  non-Boston),  transcribing  interviews  and 

news  stories,  investigative  research,  indexing  and  filing. 
Call  Sue  Hyde. 

Features. . .  writers,  reviewers  (movies,  books,  dance,  theater,  music, 
etc.)  indexing  of  reviews.  Call  David  Morris. 

Managing  Ed _ bookkeeping/budget  work,  grant  writing,  typing.  Call  Cin¬ 

dy  Patton. 

.Art. . .  layout,  illustrators  (especially  for  book  supplement),  main¬ 

tain  photo  file.  Call  Susan  Yousem. 

.Advertising. . .  billing,  sending  out  tearsheets.  Call  Hershey. 

Typesetting. . .  experience  with  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500.  Call  Nancy 
Wechsler. 

Office. . .  indexing,  archives,  interior  decorating,  window?;  Prisoner 

Project:  legal  research,  sending  out  books,  collecting  info 
on  ‘coming  out’  resources:  jobs,  housing,  etc.  Call  Mike 
Riegle. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Some  Thoughts  About  a  Writer  in  Captivity 


By  Charles  Henry  Fuller 

“He  pulled  me  against  him,  putting  himself  into  my  arms  as  though  he  were  giving 
me  himself  to  carry,  and  slowly  pulled  me  down  with  him  to  that  bed.  With  everything  in 
me  screaming  No!  yet  the  sum  of  me  sighed  Yes!” 

—  Giovanni’s  Room,  Baldwin 

“Yves  always  seemed,  a  moment  before  the  act,  tentative  and  tremulous;  not  like  a 
girl  —  like  a  boy:  and  this  strangely  innocent  waiting,  this  virile  helplessness,  always 
engendered  in  Eric  a  positive  storm  of  tenderness.” 

—  Another  Country,  Baldwin 

“Arthur  watched  as  Crunch  stripped  —  Crunch  was  whistling,  low  in  his  throat:  and 
it  came  to  Arthur,  with  great  astonishment,  that  Crunch  was  whistling  because  he  was 
happy  —  was  happy  to  be  here,  with  Arthur.” 

—  Just  Above  My  Head,  Baldwin 

Every  time  I  read  a  piece  about  a  Black  or  Third  World  writer  which  is  not  of  com¬ 
parable  quality  to  the  other  articles  in  the  same  publication,  1  become  angry.  Whenever  1 
read  a  piece  which  gives  me  no  background,  no  context  in  which  to  appreciate  its  subject,  1 
cannot  hide  my  annoyance.  I  feel  cheated!  This  is  the  racism  of  inclusion,  coverage  which 
does  not  brighten  but  rather  dims  the  public’s  perception  of  Black  and  Third  World  writers. 
Since  this  newspaper  has  a  history  of  demonstrated  commitment  to  the  many  minority  con¬ 
cerns  within  the  gay  community,  1  was  surprised  and  disappointed  to  see  GCN  presenting 
this  type  of  shoddy  journalism. 

1  read  the  article  again  and  again,  alternately  fast  and  slow,  carefully  shrinking  and 
stretching  the  author’s  words  in  my  mind.  The  five-paragraph  account  of  James  Baldwin’s 
recent  appearance  at  U.  Mass. -Dorchester  (GCN,  March  17,  1984)  made  me  angry.  Finally, 
I  hurled  the  newspaper  across  the  room  in  frustration  and  went  out  to  run  some  errands. 

As  1  marched  through  the  streets,  my  face  set  in  an  evil  scowl,  1  wondered  at  the  severity 
of  my  reaction  to  that  article.  Certainly  Baldwin’s  reputation  as  one  of  this  country’s  most 
gifted  writers  wasn’t  compromised  by  the  GCN  piece.  So  why  should  1  feel  so  bent  out  of 
shape  because  of  this  slim,  poorly-crafted  coverage?  The  answer  could  be  as  plain  as 
Baldwin  is  one  of  my  most  cherished  authors,  or  that  he,  like  me,  is  a  Black  American  who 
uses  the  written  word  to  change  minds,  create  visions,  move  mountains. 

By  the  time  1  returned  home  from  my  errands,  calmed  to  some  extent  by  the  illusion  of 
having  accomplished  something  with  my  day,  I  was  able  to  take  a  closer  look  at  the  thorny 
issues  of  racism  and  forgetfulness  within  the  gay  community. 

Initially,  1  was  infuriated  by  the  brevity  of  the  piece  in  GCN  on  a  writer  of  Baldwin’s 
stature.  Though  GCN  ran  an  extensive  piece  on  him  a  while  back  (Feb.  1980,  Vol.  7,  No. 
28),  I  think  they  were  unwise  to  assume  that  current  readers  would  remember  the  quality  of 
that  piece  while  reading  the  paper’s  most  recent  update  on  Baldwin.  While  publicly  he  has 
identified  himself  most  comfortably  as  a  man  who  has  loved  many  people,  some  of  them 
male  and  some  of  them  female,  James  Baldwin  has  written  eloquently  on  what  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  being  a  gay  male  is  all  about.  Whether  in  his  landmark  novel  Giovanni’s  Room 
(1958)  or  in  later  works  such  as  Another  Country  (1960)  and  Just  Above  My  Head  (1979), 
Baldwin  has  understood  the  social,  political  and  emotional  tangles  which  gay  men  have  had 
to  face.  He  has  told  their  stories  with  unflagging  candor  and  perception.  His  characters, 
regardless  of  their  sexualtiy  and  the  situations  in  which  they  find  themselves,  are  drawn  with 
a  clarity,  a  breadth  of  vision  and  honeyed  lyricism  rare  among  writers.  The  entire  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  benefited  from  James  Baldwin’s  contributions  to  the  visibility  and  imaging  of 
gays  in  American  Literature  for  over  25  years,  not  just  minority  gays. 

Later,  1  realized  that  a  great  deal  of  my  anger  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  modest  articles 
like  GCA’s  piece  on  Baldwin,  masquerading  as  coverage  of  minority  artists,  only  serve  to 


perpetuate  the  invisibility  of  these  individuals  within  the  gay  community.  Who  is  James 
Baldwin?  and  Why  should  anyone  have  read  this  article?  are  understandable  questions  after 
reading  such  a  piece. 

Black  writers  have  fought  historically  for  accepted  visibility  in  this  country’s  publica¬ 
tions.  We  have  had  to  universalize  our  experience  to  the  point  where  the  common  grains  and 
textures  of  our  lives  can  be  seen  clearly  by  White  Americans,  many  of  whom  have  little 
understanding  of  what  it  is  like  to  be  physically  targeted  as  a  victim  of  discrimination.  This 
situation  has  been  no  less  true  for  Black  authors  writing  for  a  gay  audience.  Through  his 
novels,  essays,  short  fiction  and  plays,  James  Baldwin  has  demonstrated  repeatedly  that  he 
is  a  writer  who  knows  his  own  mind  and  can  explore  the  human  condition  with  uncommon 
skill  and  intelligence. 

When  it  was  hard  enough  to  get  a  manuscript  read  let  alone  published,  to  write  openly, 
knowingly  of  gay  experience  from  a  minority  perspective  was  nothing  short  of  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  act:  Baldwin  has  always  been  such  a  writer!  He  still  serves  the  vital  function  of 
reminding  his  readers  that  not  all  gays  are  White  men,  that  not  all  homo.sexual  feeling,  ex¬ 
pression,  or  bonding  is  limited  to  one  race.  To  see  James  Baldwin’s  genius,  his  very  special 
views  of  what  being  a  gay  male  is  all  about,  reduced  to  a  string  of  thinly-linked  quotes  was 
painful,  needlessly  upsetting. 

In  the  end,  1  was  furious  and  continue  to  be  annoyed  by  this  type  of  “reporting,”  which 
trivializes  the  accomplishments  of  those  writers  of  gay  experience  who  found  their  voices  in 
earlier,  less  enlightened  times  than  these.  The  considerable  merits  of  the  writings  of  Robert 
Ferro,  Andrew  Holleran  and  Edmund  White  are  undeniable.  They  stretch  the  concepts  we, 
as  gay  people,  have  of  ourselves,  our  experience,  and  the  choices  which  are  open  to  us.  But 
to  read  them  without  remembering  the  writings  of  James  Baldwin,  Christopher  Isherwood, 
Gore  Vidal  and  Tennessee  Williams,  is  to  miss,  in  part,  the  significance  of  Stonewall.  How  is 
it  possible  to  appreciate  the  way  things  are  if  we  don’t  remember  the  way  things  were? 

With  ever  beer  bottle,  with  every  well-hurled  epithet,  the  patrons  of  Stonewall  w'ere  tell¬ 
ing  gays  and  straights  alike  that  whatever  society  may  have  thought  of  homosexuals,  they 
had  no  right  to  harass  or  discriminate  against  them.  Most  especially,  the  patrons  of  that  bar 
were  saying  that  society  had  no  right  to  assume  that  gay  people  were  content  to  be  the  willing 
victims  of  homophobic  violence.  Where  earlier  writers  of  gay  experience  often  told  the 
stories  of  men  and  women  who  were  both  isolated  from  other  gays  and  thwarted  by  the 
straight  community,  today’s  writing  speaks  more  positively  of  a  contrasting  lifestyle. 

The  libidinous  joy  and  seeming  ease  with  which  Baldwin  celebrates  the  love  affair  of 
Arthur  and  Crunch  in  Just  Above  My  Head  (1979)  cannot  fully  be  savored  unless  one 
remembers  the  claustrophobic,  self-loathing  world  in  which  David  and  Giovanni  found 
themselves  in  his  earlier  novel,  Giovanni’s  Room  (1958).  The  gay  community  has  come  a 
long  way  in  the  last  25  years  and  James  Baldwin  has  been  an  important  part  of  that  coming 
out,  growing  up  process,  particularly  for  minority  gays.  1  hope  that  GCA  will  help  the  gay 
community  to  accurately  remember  those  years  of  struggle  so  that  a  future  may  be  con¬ 
structed  in  which  racism  plays  an  ever-diminishing  role.  We  have  such  possibilities. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices 


we  will  not  lay 
down  and  die 

Dear  GCN,' 

This  is  written  to  express  the  appreciation  of  us 
gay  prisoners  for  the  continuing  mental  support 
your  paper  has  been  giving  us!  It  is  quite  a  lonely 
feeling  when  one  is  cut  off  from  the  free  society, 
and  lonelier  when  you  are  gay  and 
misunderstood,  misused,  and  left  to  fend  for 
yourself  in  a  society  of  “so-called  straights”  who 
play  the  roll  of  “Mr.  Normal.”  Your  paper  gives 
insight,  love,  companionship,  and  a  reaching 
hand  to  reality,  proving  we  will  not  lay  down  and 
die,  we  can  speak  out  and  be  heard  through  GCN. 
1  myself  on  May  8th  of  this  year  am  going  home  to 
San  Francisco.  1  have  witnessed  this  hell  with 
much  concern  for  my  gay  prisoner  friends. 

Being  44,  1  have  not  had  to  be  the  eye  of  the 
yard,  but  I  have  seen  the  loneliness  in  others 
eyes. I  have  witnessed  hate,  misuse,  and  the  big¬ 
gest  of  all,  the  way  some  mistake  kindness  and 
believe  it  is  a  weakness.  • 

I  leave  with  the  conviction  not  to  forget  my  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  who  are  imprisoned.  To  all 
gay  prisoners  everywhere,  hold  your  head  up 
high,  maintain  your  dignity,  you  are  not  a  lost 
soul. 

Robert  S.  Benny, 

(going  home  gay  prisoner) 

San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 


thanks 

Dear  GCN, 

Several  months  ago  GCN  printed  a  personal 
editorial  on  my  lawsuit  against  the  barbarous 
treatment  I’ve  endured  from  the  prison  ad¬ 
ministration  here.  Things  have  turned  out  nicely 
after  the  article  and  federal  investigators  have 
questioned  the  aspects  of  my  case  and  in  return  I 
have  requested  six  officials  be  indicted. 

My  sincere  thanks  to  your  media  and  staff  for 
all  the  supptortive  correspondence  received. 
Sincerely, 

Gary  Garzee, 

Boise.  ID  83707 


mass,  coming  out 

Dear  GCN, 

Hi!  Just  a  note  to  let  you  know  that  1  am  still 
here  at  the  Treatment  Center  and  that  I  am  receiv¬ 
ing  your  paper  regularly.  Thank  you. 

1  have  been  gay  since  1  was  7  years  old  and 
would  like  to  know  if  you  have  any  books  about 
coming  out  in  prison  as  1  have  a  friend  here  who  is 
having  problems  with  his  coming  out,  and  1  don’t 
really  know  how  to  help  him,  as  I  have  never  been 
in  a  closet .  He  has  problems  accepting  his  gayness 
and  with  worrying  about  what  others  say  and 
think  about  him.  He  needs  help  dealing  with  the 
harassment  from  the  straits  here. 

Both  of  us  could  use  a  little  more  contact  with 
the  outside  world,  especially  from  here  in 
Massachusetts.  Thank  you  for  any  help  you  can 
give. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  Fuller, 

30  Administration  Rd. 

Bridgewater,  M.A  02324. 

Typesetter/Features  Staffer 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
full-time  typesetter/features  staffer. 
Responsibilities  include:  coordinating 
the  typesetting  of,  and  typesetting 
GCN;  coordinating,  along  with  a 
freelance  typesetter,  GCA’s  outside 
typesetting  business;  working  with  the 
features  editor  on  an  array  of  projects 
which  could  include:  the  calendar,  art, 
lay-out,  writing  articles  or  reviews. 

Typesetting  experience  helpful,  good 
touch-typing  skills  essential.  Commit¬ 
ment  to  feminism  and  social  change 
and  a  willingness  to  work  in  a  collective 
setting.  People  of  color  especially  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  $150/week,  three 
weeks  paid  vacation,  health  insurance. 
Send  applications  to  Gordon  Gottlieb, 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111,  or  call  (617) 
426-4469  for  more  information. 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 

(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00 pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

(542-5118) 


Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 
270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 

Massachu.setts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Maintains  a  statewide  surveillance  system  on 
AIDS  cases  and  close  contact  with  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control.  Does  follow-up 
of  diagnosed  ca.ses,  makes  referrals,  provides 
information  on  AIDS. 
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AWESOME! 


■'If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you1l  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

■'Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!" 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z's 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 

HEWnON 

DATSUN 

THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 

1 180  Washirrgton  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 

Telephone  332-78(X) 


I 


Have  a  Que.slion? 

BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
CAY  HOTLINE 


Itpm-Midnighl,  Mon-Eri 
(617)  426-9371 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Dist  ounf 
for  repairs  onfv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

{ipeft  Repoir  I  T  V  i  Stereo  ot  lowest 
trtces  ANYWHERff  Outside  ontenno  tnstollo 
lon  o  specioity  Moss  Tech  lie  901 
Old  foshiooed  service  ot  on  honest  price' 

/  rev  PivKup  and  Detn  erv 

IS  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  MILL 
Boiton  Tel.  S23-2187 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  Pearl  Sired— Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 


GAYELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organiiations.  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc. ,  etc. . .  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N,  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Penhsylva- 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world :  does  not  include  U  SA  or 
(^nada.  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  lirst  class  mail,  your  name  kept  sine''"  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  lor  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  lor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gla  d 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


NO.  STATION 

CINEMA  2  •  227-0513 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 

“Times  Square  Strip” 
and 

“Skin  Deep” 


l»ip 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 

Boston,  Mass.  02109 

1-80a352-3185 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-318S 
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News  Commentary 

Wall  Street  Journal 

I 

Ditches  Gay  Reporter, 
Takes  Care  of  Itself 


Bv  Linda  Cohn 

NEW  YORK— The  Wall  Street 
Journal  lately  looks  like  one  of 
those  night-time  soaps  full  of 
lustful  moneymaking  and  greedy 
love,  and  it  is  as  closely  watched  in 
New  York  these  days  as  TV’s 
"Dynasty.  ’’ 

Recently,  the  Journal’s  lead 
story  was  a  hotbed  of  intrigue 
about  one  of  its  own  reporters,  a 
gay  man.  Another  front  page  story 
was  about  ABC’s  pilot  show  turn¬ 
ing  “Silicon  Valley  Into  A  Peyton 
Place.”  Who  says  they  don’t  use 
sex  to  sell  the  Wall  Street  JournaP. 

The  Journal’s  serial  started  on 
April  lO.  They  broke  their  own 
story  when  one  of  their  reporters, 
R.  Foster  Winans,  was  under  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  (SEC).  The 
Journal  fired  him  after  he  admit¬ 
ted  he  had  leaked  information 
from  his  “Heard  on  the  Street” 
column,  leaks  which  may  have 
been  used  by  trading  rings  to  reap 
substantial  profits.  The  “Heard 
on  the  Street”  column  is  closely 
watched  by  players  of  the  stock 
market  because  it  offers  timely  tips 
and  trends  affecting  stock  prices. 
A  jump  in  price  of  a  stock  often 
follows  a  positive  report  in  the  col¬ 
umn.  The  Journal’s  reporting  of 
the  story  whipped  up  the  con¬ 
troversy.  The  focus  of  their 
unusually  lengthy  account  was 
Winans’  “homosexual  relation¬ 
ship”  with  David  J.  Carpenter. 

Drawings  of  both  men  were 
printed  on  the  usually  unadorned 
front  page.  The  rendition  of 
Carpenter  was  particularly  strik¬ 
ing.  The  Journal  shows  him  look¬ 
ing  very  boyish  at  34  and  with  a 
wide-open  toothy  grin.  Is  this  the 
pose  of  a  man  being  investigated 
by  the  SEC  or  are  there  other  im¬ 
plications? 

The  Journal’s  reasons  for  detail¬ 
ing  the  relationship  is  that 
Carpenter  may  have  profitted 
from  Winans’  columns.  In  an 
editorial  published  later,  they  said 
that  Carpenter  made  a  total  of 
$4000  from  stocks  of  companies 
Winans  wrote  about  favorably  in 
his  column. 

The  Journal  argues  that  they 
must  examine  the  financial  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  two  men  to 
determine  if  Winans  benefitted 
directly  from  Carpenter’s  profits. 
Admittedly,  the  readers  may  find 
this  rationale  “far-fetched,”  said 
the  Journal.  The  Journal  should 
have  reported  the  story  thorough¬ 
ly,  but  reporting  a  story  is  never 
quite  Just  putting  down  all  the 
facts.  As  a  player  in  the  drama,  the 
newspaper  had  its  own  motiva¬ 
tions.  Afraid  that  their  paper 
would  be  tainted,  \'ne  Journal  tooV. 
a  firm  offensive  strategy. 

One  way  to  salvage  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  column  was  to  give  the 
public  a  culprit.  So  the  Journal 
confessed,  but  self-righteously 


Journal  illustrations  of  Winans  (1)  and  Carpenter  (r). 


forgave  itself  for  its  one  mistake — 
hiring  the  outwardly  upstanding 
Winans.  They  reported  the  in¬ 
credulity  of  other  employees,  not 
that  it  had  happened,  but  that  the 
culprit  could  have  been  the  affable 
Winans.  That  left  Carpenter, 
then,  to  blame.  Carpenter  had 
worked  for  the  paper  as  a  news 
clerk  until  May  1983,  when  he 
quit.  The  Journal  said  Carpenter 
was  a  self-described 
“freespender.” 

The  Journal  described  Winans’ 
money  problems  at  length.  He  had 
complained,  they  said,  about  not 
making  enough  salary.  Most  peo¬ 
ple  don’t  make  enough  at  the 
Journal;  staffers  are  not  members 
of  The  Newspaper  Guild  and  are 
paid  below  scale.  They  said 
Winans  had  always  worried  about 
Carpenter’s  high  medical  bills, 
because  he  had  leukemia,  but  it  had 
been  in  remission  for  years.  But, 
other  problems  are  left  to  the  ima- 
ination  of  the  reader.  Carpenter’s 
brother  is  reported  as  sayfng  he 
called  often  asked  for  money,  but 
“not  for  medical  bills.” 

The  real  zinger  was  the  trip  to 
Europe  the  two  had  planned,  with 
Winans  deciding  he  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  it,  so  Carpenter  went  alone. 
He  ran  out  of  money  and  had  to 
ask  a  Journal  reporter  in  London 
to  cash  his  check;  Winans  said  he 
would  cover  it  if  there  were  any 
problems.  The  Journal  doesn't  say 
Winans  paid  for  the  trip,  only  that 
he  vouched  for  the  check.  But,  the 
implication  is  there:  Carpenter 
took  advantage  of  their  reporter. 

There  is  even  a  reference  to  a 
tearful  phone  call  Winans  made  to 
a  friend  overseas  as  the  story  un¬ 
folded.  These  are  details  that  the 
paper  could  know  only  by  taking 
advantage  of  its  proximity  to 
Winans,  so  in  a  rare  coincidence, 
conversations  and  newsroom  talk 
became  fair  game. 

In  a  response  from  the  editors 
published  later,  they  said  they 
substituted  a  female  name  for  one 
of  the  partners  in  the  story  to  see  if 
the  language  would  sound  “per¬ 
fectly  ordinary  and  straightfor¬ 
ward.”  But  try  this  game  in  one  of 
the  most  talked-about  lines  in  the 
story:  “They  live  together.  Mr. 
Winans  wears  a  gold  ring  given  to 
him  by  Mr.  Carpenter.”  Since 


when  is  the  gift  of  a  simple  gold 
ring  a  necessary  detail  in  a  story 
that  has  trading  rings  making  big 
profits? 

There  are  other  characters  in 
this  drama.  The  lawyer  David 
Clark  is  being  investigated  for 
making  profitable  shortterm 
trades  in  companies  that  Winans 
wrote  about.  His  broker,  the  suc¬ 
cessful  Peter  N.  Brant,  was  the 
source  for  some  of  Winans’  col¬ 
umns  being  investigated.  Scott 
Muller,  another  broker,  is  believed 
to  have  purchased  stock  for  Clark 
just  before  Winans  wtote  a 
favorable  column,  said  the  Jour¬ 
nal.  When  the  column  appeared, 
the  stock  jumped  more  than  seven 
points. 

The  Journal’s  motivations  are 
easily  guessed.  Afraid  of  what 
their  competitors  could  do  with 
the  story,  the  Journal  rushed  to  get 
it  all  out  first.  Their  attitude  was 
clear  when  they  titled  their 
editorial  “Dirty  Linen.”  But,  in 
their  rush  to  do  their  laundry,  are 
the  convenient  culprits  going  to  get 
a  fair  hearing?  In  the  editors’ 
response  to  letters  on  the  subject, 
the  Journal  complained  of  how 
difficult  the  problem  had  been  for 
the  paper.  They  said  they  worried 
about  “undercovering”  the  story 
and  about  “overcovering”  it  and 
then  being  accused  of  boring 
readers.  Is  that  their  worry? 

After  ail,  the  stock  market 
operates  on  gossip  and  rumors, 
that  is  stuff  from  which  fortunes 
are  made  and  lost.  The  “Heard  on 
the  Street”  column,  in  the  Jour¬ 
nal’s  own  words,  “deals  with 
rumor  and  self-serving  tips  from 
the  market’s  own  users.”  And, 
“the  mere  process  of  reporting  can 
generate  its  own  rumors  about 
what  the  Journal  plans  to 
publish.” 

The  Journal  has  to  maintain 
some  rules  for  the  readers  who 
play  the  market,  so  they  ask  their 
reporters  to  get  information  for 
the  column,  but  to  keep  their  lips 
sealed.  Otherwise,  the  readers 
might  think  somebody  is  getting 
the  tips  first  and  if  the  readers 
don’t  think  they  have  a  fair  shot  at 
using  the  itps  they  cull  from  the 
Journal’s  pages,  would  they  really 
keep  buying  the  papers? 


Union 
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political  goals  of  the  battered 
women’s  movement. 

While  acknowledging  the  inter¬ 
nal  conflicts  within  shelters,  Ruth 
McCambridge  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Coalition  of  Battered 
Women’s  Service  Groups  told 
GCN  that  the  Coalition  is  actively 
working  on  the  development  of  ef¬ 
fective  grievance  procedures  for 
shelter  staff  that  take  into  account 
feminist  politics  and  don’t  assume 
a  traditionally  hierarchical  struc¬ 
ture.  She  noted,  however,  that 
shelters  are  influenced  by  pressure 
from  funding  sources  that  demand 
a  certain  structure,  board  com¬ 


position  or  professional  creden¬ 
tials. 

Proponents  of  unionization 
charge  that  the  funding  question  is 
often  used  as  an  excuse  for  heavy- 
handed  management  decisions  and 
they  welcome  the  clarity  union 
contracts  may  bring.  In  response 
to  the  criticism  that  they  polarize 
management  vs.  workers,  they 
note  that  they  are  simply  naming  a 
situation  that  already  exists.  For¬ 
malizing  power  relations  will 
mitigate  a  tyranny  of  informal 
power  and  many  are  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  more  rigid  hierarchy  for  one 
that  is  also  more  clearly  defiend. 
The  WAA  statement  said,  “Some 
of  us  thought  that  if  the  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  was  getting  more 
traditional,  then  we  needed  more 


traditional  protection  —  we 
couldn’t  rely  on  good  will  or  a  cer¬ 
tain  political  viewpoint  for  fair 
treatment  or  protection.” 

Union  supporters  at  WAA  are 
guardedly  optimistic  about  suc¬ 
cessfully  negotiating  increased 
worker  input  into  decision¬ 
making. 

A  union  success  in  Philadelphia 
could  serve  as  impetus  for  other 
shelters  in  conflict.  Walker  said 
the  staff  at  W  AA  was  “ . . .  feeling 
just  as  abused  and  battered  as 
some  of  the  shelter  residents  and 
it’s  hard  to  go  to  work  feeling  like 
that.  If  other  shelter  workers  feel 
that  way,  they  may  want  to 
unionize.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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that  inaccessibility  to  high  quality 
health  care  is  not  a  cause  of  AIDS, 
but  that  “it  exacerbates  the  situa¬ 
tion.” 

Placing  blame  on  an  identifiable 
group  for  a  social,  economic  or 
medical  problem  is  a  way  to 
stigmatize  a  group  and  create  the 
appearance  of  dealing  with  a  prob¬ 
lem.  But,  “viruses  don’t  come 
from  any  group  or  population. 
They  enter  the  biosphere  and  find 
[the  most)  hospitable  climate  — 
among  the  most  deprived  people” 
who  are  also  the  least  able  to  de¬ 
fend  against  viral  infections.  Thus, 
the  government  says  AIDS  origin¬ 
ated  in  Haiti,  the  Caribbean,  or 
Africa  and  now  affects  only  im¬ 
migrant  black  people,  gay  men 
and  I.V.  drug  users  in  the  United 
States.  Feinberg  told  the  some¬ 
what  smaller  afternoon  crowd  that 
AIDS  exists  on  every  continent. 
“It’s  a  problem  for  humankind  to 
solve,”  she  said. 

Turning  her  attention  to  the 
right  wing’s  use  of  AIDS,  she 
noted  that  the  right  puts  out  pro¬ 
paganda  meant  to  confuse  the 
uninformed  and  to  isolate  gay  men 
and  lesbians  by  labelling  them 
“unnatural.”  But,  “homosexuali¬ 
ty  has  existed  forever.  Thankfully, 
right  wing  ideology  has  not.” 

Feinberg  ended  her  speech  with 
a  call  for  unity:  “Let’s  come 
together  into  the  new  fighting 
force.  Today  is  struggle,  but  the 
future  is  ours.” 

A  Personal  Statement 

Jim,  a  man  with  AIDS,  gave  the 
day’s  final  speech.  He  began  by 
saying  that  although  he  was  ner¬ 
vous  about  representing  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  for  the  first  time,  he  wasn’t 


as  nervous  “as  I  was  when  the  doc¬ 
tor  reviewed  my  biopsies.” 

Jim  said  he  wanted  to  make  a 
personal  statement  because  “peo¬ 
ple  don’t  relate  well”  to  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients.  He  recounted  his  own  ex¬ 
perience  of  isolation  after  his 
diagnosis  because  of  “panic,  ig¬ 
norance  and  withdrawal  from 
what  we  don’t  understand.” 

“Talk  to  us,”  he  said.  “We 
need  your  support.  As  individuals, 
not  statistics.  1  don’t  want  to  con¬ 
demn  anyone.  But,  damnit,  I’m 
not  a  statistic.” 

Stressing  preventive  measures, 
Jim  said,  “You  can’t  ignore 
AIDS.  If  you’re  here,  you  haven’t. 
But  you’ll  leave  here  today.  How 
many  of  you  guys  have  condoms  in 
your  pockets?”  He  also  urged  that 
people  in  the  crowd  volunteer  their 
time  to  help  local  AIDS  patients. 


“We  need  your  help  and  you  need 
our  help.” 

Jim  said  that  he  moved  to  Bos¬ 
ton  after  becoming  ill  because  no 
support  services  were  available  in 
the  town  where  he  lived.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  his  appreciation  to  Boston 
AIDS  workers  and  medical  care 
providers.  He  said  that  an  in-town 
friend  with  AIDS  told  him  to  calm 
down  after  he  moved  here  because 
he  was  so  excited  to  find  support. 
“My  friend  told  me,  ‘Calm  down 
and  pay  attention  to  the  full-time 
job  of  staying  alive.’  ” 

In  a  brief  closing  ceremony, 
Eliot  Pilshaw  led  the  crowd  in  Hol¬ 
ly  Near’s  “Singing  for  our  Lives.” 
Near’s  song,  written  after  Harvey 
Milk  assassin  Dan  White  got  off 
with  a  manslaughter  conviction, 
took  on  fresh  meaning  against  the 
backdrop  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 


Singing  for  our  lives:  (from  left)  Larry  Kessler,  AIDS  Action  Committee 
coordinator;  Eliot  Pilshaw;  Jim,  a  man  with  AIDS;  summary  speaker, 
Diane  Feinberg. 


Fire 
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The  shelter  is  largely  volunteer 
run,  although  eight  paid  staff 
members  handle  the  bookkeeping, 
fundraising  and  coordinate  the 
food,  volunteer  and  advocacy  pro¬ 
grams.  Policy  is  set  by  the  all¬ 
volunteer  overnight  shifts.  One 
hundred  and  twenty  volunteers 
associated  with  the  shelter  perform 
a  variety  of  tasks  including  staffing 
the  shelter  at  night. 

The  shelter  made  10  beds 
available  to  women  and  their 
children  for  up  to  seven  consecutive 
nights.  The  Boston  Herald  quoted 
one  woman  who  has  used  the 
shelter  regularly  over  the  last  four 
years  as  saying,  “At  Rosie’s,  they 
don’t  tell  you  how  to  think.  They 
give  you  nice  clothes  without  trying 
to  institutionalize  your  mind.” 


The  occasion  of  the  fire  only 
served  to  highlight  the  plight  of  the 
homeless,  particularly  women,  in 
this  city  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if 
the  new  administration  will  develop 
any  long-term  solutions. 

Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 
was  on  hand  at  the  Pine  St.  Inn,  a 
city  shelter,  on  Sunday  night  help¬ 
ing  to  relocate  women  who  needed 
shelter.  Massachusetts’  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  was  on  the  scene 
of  the  fire  the  following  day.  Both 
Flynn  and  Dukakis  pledged  sup¬ 
port. 

A  spokesperson  for  Flynn’s  of¬ 
fice,  Jim  Jordan,  told  GCN  “Right 
now  the  city  is  looking  at  trying  to 
help  them  get  another  building.” 
Jordon  added,  “People  in  the  ad¬ 
ministration  are  aware  [of  the  prob¬ 
lem]  and  giving  it  extra  special  at¬ 
tention.  We’ll  make  sure  people 
who  need  shelter  will  find  it.” 


Ellen  Shub 


These  exuberant  Ladies  Against  Women  greeted  ERA  foe,  abor¬ 
tion  foe  and  gay  rights  foe  Phyllis  Schlafly  at  Harvard  University 
on  April  25.  Schlafly’s  speech,  “Is  There  a  Future  for  the  ERA?”, 
was  hissed  by  about  300  students  and  others  who  attended  the  Har¬ 
vard  Law  School  forum.  When  Schlafly  told  the  crowd  that  she 
believes  it  is  a  blessing  America  discovered  the  nuclear  bomb 
before  anyone  else,  one  student  erupted  with  “You’re  sick!  Go 
Home!” 


However,  Hooper-Hamersley 
said,  “In  a  city  where  so  many 
women  are  already  sleeping  over 
heating  vents  and  in  subways,  this 
just  increases  the  problem.” 

Commenting  on  the  possibilitiy 
that  the  city  may  offer  Rosie’s  a 
buidling,  Hooper-Hamersley  said, 
“Since  we  don’t  accept  [govern¬ 
ment]  money  it  would  depend  on 
what  our  Board  voted  to  do  in  that 
regard.” 

Rosie’s  Place,  as  an  independent, 
grassroots,  non-institutional  shelter 
has  traditionally  supported  itself 
through  private  sources  and  avoid¬ 
ed  city,  state  or  federal  funding. 
Hooper-Hamersley  told  GCN, 
“We  are  funded  by  private  dona¬ 
tion.  We  don’t  accept  city,  state  or 
federal  money  so  that  we’re  not 
held  accountable.  Funding  through 
private  sources  gives  us  a  great  deal 
of  freedom.  ” 

Persons  wanting  to  help,  may 
reach  Rosie’s  at  536-4652.  Hooper- 
Hamersley  said  that  they  need  peo¬ 
ple  to  help  with  clean-up  of  the 
building  and  the  office  work,  and 
they  need  groups  to  donate  good 
during  the  summer  months  when 
some  of  their  sources  close  for 
vacation. 

In  addition,  those  who  wish  to 
donate  money  should  send  con¬ 
tributions  to:  Rosie’s  Place,  1662 
Washington  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02118. 


Big  doin’s  on  tap  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Pride  Day  in  your 
town?  Tell  the  world!  Send  us 
your  b/w  photos  and  a  brief 
summary  of  Pride  events.  Y'ou 
and  your  friends  will  become  a 
part  of  the  gay  liberation 
movement’s  history  by  being 
included  in  GCA’s  annual  na- 
1  tional  Pride  summary.  Don’t 
'  be  shy,  show  us  your  pride! 
Deadline  is  June  25.  Please  in¬ 
clude  a  contact  name  and 
phone  number.  Mail  to:  Pride 
Editor,  GCN,  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  02111. 


BUTTONS  •  BUTTONS -  buttons””' 


QUESTION  AUTHORITY— GOD  IS  COMING  AND  IS  SHE  PISSED- 
PINK  TRIANGLE— LAMBDA-DOUBLE  WOMAN  S  SYMBOL— DOU 
BLE  MAN  S  SYMBOL— HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME  I'M  STRAIGHT- 
ORAL  MAJORITY  — I'M  ONE  TOO— GAY  AND  PROUD— DIFFERENT 
BUT  EQUAL— UPPITY  WOMEN  UNITE— MY  KARMA  RAN  OVER  MY 
DOGMA-BORN  AGAIN  AGNOSTIC-HE  S  PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE 
TYPE  — BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN  — I'M  A  SHAMELESS  AGITATOR  — I 
OWN  MY  BODY  BUT  I  SHARE— JANE  WYMAN  WAS  RIGHT  — I  LIKE 
OLDER  WOMEN  — I  LIKE  OLDER  MEN  — BENT— DYKE— FAGGOT- 
ONE  IN  TEN  OF  YOU  MAY  BE  ONE  OF  US. 

751  EACH.  MIN  ORDER  3  BUTTTONS  -(■  10%  POSTAGE. 

COMPLETE  BUTTON  LIST  FOR  S.A.S.E. 

DROP  IN  AT  OUR  NON  PROFIT  STORE. 


FREEDOM  CENTER,  ARLINGTON  STREET  CHURCH, 
355  BOYLSTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  021 16  (617)  437-1854 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulalions  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  loechanical  or  body 
work  your  cai  requires.  We  have 
most  ol  Ihe  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ol  American  and 
loreign  cars. 

Come  in  {Sam  6pm}  or  call  lor 
advice  and  an  eshmale 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300  _ 


Can  You 
Operate 
a  Stapler? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 


167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 

76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza  ^ 
Weekdays  9-6 

Saturday  10-2:30 

men  and  women  of  all  ages 
welcome 

Single  Professionals 

fully  escorted 

2  WEEK  CHINA  TOUR 

Peking-Xian-Suzhou-Shanghai 
Air»First  Class  Hotels«Meals 
Entertainment»AII  sightseeing 
$2499.00  complete 

LOW  AIR  FARES 

London . $  18  6.00 

Amsterdam  ..  $  2  19.00 
Paris . $  2  0  9.5  0 

For  more  details  on  any  of  our  trips  call  Frank,  Linda,  or  Ralph 
“Charter  Member  International  Gay  Travel  Association" 

mrui 


.A  WOMEN’S  CHORUS 


IN  CONCERT 


A  celebration  of  women's  music  and 
dance  from  Eastern  Europe  and  the  Middle- 
East:  Romania,  Hungary,  Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria,  Macc-donia,  Armenia,  Gcxrrgia, 
Persia,  Israel,  Yemen,  and  other  lands. 


All  concerts  are  at  8:00  pm. 

Eriday,  May  Tl,  and  Saturday,  May  12,  WtH 
First  Church  Congregational 
n  Carden  Street,  Cambridge 

Thiv  ItN  Jliun  IS  svlu-g-lrhdir  OfiiNsibk*. 

Friday,  May  18,  and  Saturday,  May  19,  WH4 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
11.51  Mass.  Avenue,  Cambridge 


Tk  lu-ls:  $6.1)0  al  Ihe  door,  $4.00  tor  elders 
In  advance:  S>.00,  from  Ni*w  Words  Bo<»ksloit*, 
fambridRe  (876- >310) 

Mail  order:  send  self-addressed,  stamped 
ensHope  to: 

lilMna  Titkets,  23  C  ottJRe  St., 

CambridRO,  MA  0213S. 
for  more  infimnation.  tall  884-8912. 


Susan  Robbins,  Artistic  Director 
Everyone  is  welcome! 
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Lavender  Blindness  and  Seeing  Red 


By  Hugh  Murray 
Cindy  Patton  has  an  interesting 
film  review  of  Seeing  Red,  in  Gay 
Community  News,  14  April  1984. 
In  it,  she  makes  a  point  that  raises 
questions: 

The  connection  between 
communism  and  homosex¬ 
uality  (as  in  “commie  pinko 
fags”)  is  not  discussed.  .  .  . 
Despite  the  fact  that  the 
Nazis  wiped  out  homosex¬ 
uals  along  with  Jews  .  .  . 
and  the  international  com¬ 
munists  were  none  too  keen 
on  their  [gay]  presence, 
there  was  and  continues  to 
be  a  complex  connection 
between  homosexuality  and 
communism. 

However,  all  too  often  that  con¬ 
nection  is  censored  by  the  Com¬ 


munist  Party  or  its  friends.  Even  in 
the  film  the  former  Communist 
Howard  Johnson  reads  a  powerful 
poem  by  Langston  Hughes,  “Let 
America  Be  America  Again,”  but 
no  one  reveals  that  Hughes  had 
once  been  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  or  that  he  was  gay. 

What  do  1  know  about  the  left? 
1  grew  up  during  the  height  of  the 
McCarthy  era  and  hearing  phrases 
like  “commie,  pinko  fruit”  pro¬ 
bably  sparked  my  first  attraction 
to  communism.  The  hatred  of  gays 
was  evident  everywhere  in  my 
community.  Indeed,  when  I  was 
about  12  years  old,  a  relative,  fear¬ 
ful  that  1  might  be  a  “sissie,”  at¬ 
tempted  to  gas  me  while  1  slept.  In¬ 
terestingly,  it  was  the  same  relative 
who  would  sometimes  moan,  “If 
only  Hitler  had  won.”  My  mother 
prevented  the  gassing,  but  then  my 
mother  had  once  been  Jewish.  It 
was  natural  that  my  own  views 
were  to  become  strongly  anti- 
fa.scist.  And  the  most  implacable 
foe  of  the  fascist  is  the  Com¬ 
munist.  1  knew  no  Communists  (it 
was  only  some  years  later  that  I 
was  to  learn  that  the  Communist 
Party  disbanded  in  the  South  in 
the  1950s),  but  I  also  knew  that  the 
anti-gay  tirades  were  invariably 
linked  with  anti-communist  and, 
frequently,  anti-black  comments. 
In  contrast,  the  religious  conser¬ 
vatives  proposed  an  outlook  that 
was  pro-Christian,  pro-white,  pro¬ 
racist,  pro-Dixie,  proto-fascist. 

I  reacted  against  such  right-wing 
propaganda.  As  a  young  man  1 
was  non-violent,  joined  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  was  arrested 


in  the  first  sit-in  in  New  Orleans  in 
1960.  The  FBI  visited  my  pro¬ 
fessors;  the  local  police 
photostated  my  telephone-address 
book;  my  father  had  to  borrow  a 
pistol  to  defend  the  home  (where  I 
no  longer  resided)  from  threatened 
bombing;  and  in  a  nearby  parish 
the  political  boss  urged  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  concentration  camp  in  the 
swamps  for  racial  mongrelizers. 
Things  were  so  bad  in  Dixie  in  the 
early  1960s  that  when  tourists 
would  swoon,  “New  Orleans  is 
just  like  Paris,”  1  would  snap, 
“Yes,  Paris  of  the  early  1940s.”  1 
tried  to  register  as  a  con.scientious 
objector  with  the  draft  but  was 
denied  that  classification.  When  I 
was  called  into  service  they  de¬ 
clined  to  induct  me  because  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  criminal  charges 
against  me  —  trying  to  eat  a  burger 


at  Woolworths  with  blacks! 
However,  for  years  those  charges 
were  pending  against  me,  making 
it  more  difficult  to  obtain  employ¬ 
ment.  The  relative  who  had  once 
sought  my  “final  solution”  was  so 
enraged  by  my  interracial  activities 
that  he  sent  a  donation  to  the 
American  Nazi  Party  to  restore 
honor  to  the  family.  In  later  years 
he  mellowed  and  sent  money  in¬ 
stead  to  the  George  Wallace  Party. 

My  own  experience  taught  me 
that  fascism  meant  death  to  gays 
and  oppression,  if  not  death  to 
other  minorities.  How  to  fight 
fascism?  There  was  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  the  South  and  then 
the  anti-Vietnam  war  movement. 
And  in  my  profession,  I  taught  at  a 
black  college  and  researched  and 
published  on  how  Communists 
had  helped  advance  the  cause  of 
civil  rights  in  America,  especially 
with  the  Scottsboro  ca.se  of  the 
1930s.  1  had  met  a  Communist  in 
the  civil  rights  movement  who  I 
admired  very  much.  But  1  was  not 
a  member  of  the  CP  and  knew  no 
open  members  (e.xcept  on  rare 
visits  to  New  York  City  where  in 
1965  1  marched  in  one  of  the  first 
anti-Vietnam  demos  in  Times 
Square  with  the  DuBois  Clubs). 
Nevertheless,  1  was  sympathetic  to 
the  CP  and  the  Party  had  heard  of 
me.  Though  1  was  unaware  of  it  at 
the  time,  Herbert  Aptheker  had 
criticized  my  analysis  of  the 
Missile  Crisis  in  Political  Affairs, 
the  CP’s  theoretical  journal,  in 
1962  and  he  lauded  my  historical 
research  in  the  Daily  Worker  in 
1968. 


After  siding  with  the  students  in 
a  strike  at  Southern  University  in 
New  Orleans  in  1969,  1  lost  my 
teaching  assignment  for  that  sum¬ 
mer  and  was  thereafter  black¬ 
listed.  During  the  strike  a 
helicopter  had  chased  my  car  as  1 
drove  an  Arab  from  the  university 
to  his  apartment.  The  city’s  chief 
of  police  had  personally  appeared 
on  television  the  night  before  to 
announce  that  that  Arab  was  to  be 
arrested  “on  sight.”  His  crime:  he 
was  a  foreign  agitator,  allegedly 
the  head  of  the  strike.  After  he 
was  arrested,  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  moved  in 
to  deport  him.  From  Southern 
justice  to  American  justice. 

1  left  New  Orleans  for  Europe, 
eventually  teaching  in  East  Ger¬ 
many.  I  recently  recounted  some 
of  my  impressions  of  that  country 
in  the  New  York  City  News  and 
shan’t  repeat  myself. 

Throughout  most  of  the  1970s, 
however,  I  resided  in  New  York 
City  and  though  a  few  of  my 
friends  were  staunch  Roman 
Catholics  or  refugees  from  New 
Orleans,  the  majority  of  my 
associates  were  either  in  or  near 
the  Communist  Party.  The  Party 
atmosphere  was  often  friendly 
and  supportive  to  my  writing 
endeavors,  my  interest  in  chess 
and  films.  The  people  were  almost 
never  exploitative,  and  today  I 
miss  the  dedication  of  that  circle 
of  former  friends.  The  Daily 
World  (successor  to  the  Daily 
Worker)  published  most  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  1  sent  it. 

Still,  one  thing  must  be  related 
about  the  social  atmosphere  of  the 
Party.  One  would  never  make  a 
joke  about  blacks  or  Hispanics  or 
Italians  or  Poles  or  women,  etc.  If 
one  did,  there  would  be  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  hostile  reaction,  de¬ 
nouncing  the  teller  of  the  joke  as  a 
racist,  sexist,  bigot.  But  there  was 
one  group  you  were  permitted  to 
joke  about:  gays  and  lesbians. 
And  finally,  when  in  this  at¬ 
mosphere  1  began  to  argue  on 
behalf  of  gay  rights,  the  reaction 
was  at  best  silent  toleration,  at 
worst  ridicule.  And  I  was  not  ac¬ 


tively  gay  at  the  time;  I  was 
celibate. 

I  am  aware  that  Henry  Hay  was 
a  gay  rights  leader  and  a  member 
of  the  Communist  Party  for  18 
years.  He  was  well  treated  by  his 
Party  comrades.  My  experience 
was  different.  1  found  the  Party 
atomsphere  vacillating  from 
neutrality  to  anti-gay.  Was  Hay’s 
experience  more  typical  or  was 
mine? 

Bill  Bailey,  the  affable  Com¬ 
munist  seaman  who  appears  in 
both  films  Seeing  Red  and  The 
Good  Fight  (the  latter  concerns 
the  fight  of  the  Lincoln  Brigade  in 
the  Spanish  Civil  War  in  the  late 
1930s)  relates  how  he  pulled  down 
the  Swastika  flag  from  the  Ger¬ 
man  ship  Bremen  when  it  docked 
in  New  York  in  August  1936. 
Bailey  is  wonderful  when  he 
reminisces  about  fighting  in 
Spain.  Suddenly  he  uses  the  word 
“gay,”  but  it  is  clear  that  he 
means  “merry”  or  “happy.” 
Bailey  is  a  highly  politically  con¬ 
scious  Communist.  Today  he 
would  not  think  of  using  the  word 
“Negro”  beca»se  it  is  no  longer 
politically  corr^t.  Nor  would  he 
use  the  word  “girl”  to  describe  a 
woman.  But  he  can  use  the  word 
gay  and  not  mean  gays,  because 
gays  are  beyond  the  scope  of  what 
the  Communist  Party  deems  wor¬ 
thy  as  a  good  cause.  With  Bailey  it 
is  more  than  a  slip  of  the  tongue; 


it  is  symptomatic  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  failure  on  the  gay  issue. 

In  the  1970s  I  attended  some 
open  Party  meetings.  No  outsider 
was  sure  who  was  a  member  and 
who  a  visitor.  I  was  handed  a 
“Join-up”  flyer:  “If  you  are 
Black,  Chicano,  Puerto  Rican, 
Hispanic,  .  .  .  ,  white.”  But  there 
was  nothing  on  the  invitation  for 
gays  or  lesbians. 

And  when  the  Communists 
were  not  omitting  homosexuals, 
the  Party  was  equating  gays  with 
the  enemy.  For  example,  when 
Ronald  Reagan  was  running  in  the 
primaries  against  then  President 
Gerald  Ford  for  the  Republican 
nomination  in  1976,  the  Daily 
World  published  a  cartoon  depic¬ 
ting  Reagan  as  starring  at  an  all¬ 
male  XXX  movie  theater.  To  the 
leadership  of  the  CP’s  daily,  the 
enemy  must  be  gay — even  if  he 
isn’t.  And  this  is  an  attitude  that 
can  be  traced  back  to  1933  when 
the  Daily  Worker  printed  a  car¬ 
toon  of  two  German  Storm 
Troopers  holding  hands  on  a  park 
bench  while  two  passersby 
observe,  “Well,  Roehm  wasn’t 
made  in  a  day.”  (Of  course,  in 
this  particular  case,  the  villain  was 

gay.) 


When  Charles  Lindbergh  died 
in  August  1974,  the  Daily  World 
recalled  him  as  an  enemy,  as  one 
who  opposed  US  aid  to  the  Allies 
from  July  till  Decemeber  1941. 
The  paper  noted  that  Lindbergh 
had  received  a  medal  from  Luft¬ 
waffe  leader  Herman  Goring,  that 
Lindbergh  had  praisecT  the  Ger¬ 
man  air  forces,  and  the  paper  im¬ 
plied  that  Lindbergh  had  had  a 
gay  liaison  while  visiting  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many.  The  Communist  newspaper 
seemed  to  condemn  Lindbergh  as 


much  for  the  latter  as  for  the 
former. 

In  1972  Helen  Winter,  a  leader 
of  the  CP  and  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  Daily  World,  denounced  an 
influx  into  the  Party  of  decadent, 
bourgeois  elements:  drug  addicts, 
homosexuals  and  black  national¬ 
ists.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
newspaper  at  that  time  criticizing 
her  bigotry.  This  was  one  of  the 
rare  occasions  when  the  Daily 
World  did  not  print  my  contribu¬ 
tion. 

In  all  the  issues  of  the  CP 
theoretical  organ.  Political  Af¬ 
fairs,  how  often  is  the  word  gay  or 
lesbian  or  homosexual  used  —  ex¬ 
cept  as  a  form  of  derision?  The 
Party  pretends  to  defend  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  oppressed 
minorities.  Where  in  the  US  has  it 
defended  the  interests  of  gays  and 
lesbians?  When  CP  leader  Angela 
Davis  spoke  out  on  behalf  of  gay 
and  lesbian  rights,  her  comments 
were  recorded  in  the  gay  paper 
The  Alternate,  not  in  the  Com¬ 
munist  Daily  World. 

The  Communist  approach  is 
simply  this:  if  it  is  a  hero  or  a  good 
guy,  say  nothing  about  his 
gayness.  If,  however,  it  is  a  villain, 
emphasize  his  gayness — even  if  it 
isn’t  true.  With  such  an  approach, 
gays  and  lesbians  can  never  expect 
justice  under  Communism.  For 
example,  how  many  Communists 
know  that  John  Reed,  the 


American  journalist  who  vividly 
described  the  Bolshevik  revolution 
in  Ten  Days  that  Shook  the  World 
had  sexual  encounters  with  men  as 
well  as  with  women?  There  is  thus 
at  least  one  lavender  brick  in  the 
Kremlin  wall,  even  if  most  folks 
can  only  see  red. 

When  the  Bolsheviks  took 
power  in  Russia  in  1917,  they 
abolished  the  czarist  anti-gay 
legislation.  But  that  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  the  new 
regime  was  pro-gay.  There  was  a 
tremendous  burst  of  cultural  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  the 
1920s  (as  in  Weimar  Germany  and 
jazz-era  USA).  One  of  the  greatest 
directors  of  film,  Sergei  Eisen- 
stein,  who  was  gay,  nevertheless 
portrayed  villains  as  sissie-like 
characters,  both  in  Ten  Days  that 
Shook  the  World  and  Strike.  And 
over  40  years  later  when  the 
Soviets  produced  a  major  film 
biography  of  a  national  hero, 
Tchaikovsky,  he  is  transformed 
into  a  heterosexual.  There  are 
some  exceptions  to  the  picture  I 
am  painting.  Thus,  I  must  add 
that  Feliks  Dzerzhinsky,  the 
original  leader  of  the  Cheka 
(what  was  to  become  the  NKVD), 
appears  to  have  been  gay.  Of 


course,  about  the  same  time  a 
young  J.  Edgar  Hoover  was 
preparing  to  become  chief  of  the 
FBI. 

In  1934  Stalin  changed  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  all  the  Soviet 
republics  in  a  most  important 
manner.  Two  of  the  most  famous 
British  Fabian  Socialists  were  then 
gathering  material  for  their 
massive  two-volume  work  on  the 
Soviets.  What  did  they  write 
about  this  change? 

In  March  1934,  without  any 
public  discussion,  the 
presidium  of  the  Central 
Executive  Committee 
(TSIK)  suddenly  issued  a 
decree  requiring  all  the 
republics  of  the  USSR  to 
add  to  their  criminal  codes 
an  article  making  homosex¬ 
uality  between  adult  men 
punishable  by  three  to  five 
years’  imprisonment;  and  if 
done  with  minors  or  de¬ 
pendents  or  accomplished 
by  force,  by  imprisonment 
from  five  to  eight  years.  It  is 
understood  that  this  drastic 
action  followed  on  the 
discovery  of  centres  of 
demoralisation  of  boys,  due 
to  the  influence  of  certain 
foreigners  who  were  sum¬ 
marily  expelled  from  soviet 
territory. 

Beatrice  and  Sidney  Webb 
in  Soviet  Communism, 
1937,  p.  1060. 

And  this  was  placed  in  a  footnote! 
Gay  oppression  was  not  deemed 
sufficiently  important  to  rate  the 
text  in  a  work  of  over  KXX)  pages 
by  two  leading  social  scientists. 
And  they  repeat  the  almost  comic 
(were  it  not  tragic)  charge  that 
foreigners  are  to  blame  for  impor¬ 
ting  homosexuality  into  the  Soviet 
Union.  Such  depth! 

Fidel  Castro’s  “rehabilitation 
camps”  for  gays  and  his  speeches 
denouncing  gays  as  scum  are  re¬ 
cent  enough  to  remind  us  that 
Communism  does  not  necessarily 
liberate  gays  and  lesbians.  For  fur¬ 
ther  details  of  our  minority  under 
Castro,  one  should  see  the  film 
Improper  Conduct  for  its  inter¬ 
views  with  exiles,  including  gays, 
from  Cuba. 

The  first  major  breakthrough 
against  Stalin’s  anti-gay  decree  ocj. 
curred  in  East  Germany.  Ap- 
Continued  on  page  16 
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My  own  experience  taught  me  that 
fascism  meant  death  to  gays  and 
oppression,  if  not  death,  to  other 
minorities. 


The  Communist  approach  is 
simply  this:  if  it  is  a  hero  or  a 
good  guy,  say  nothing  about  the 
gayness.  If,  however,  it  is  a 
villain,  emphasize  his  gay  ness  — 
even  if  it  isn’t  true. 


The  Party  pretends  to  defend  the 
interests  of  the  oppressed 
minorities.  Where  in  the  US  has  it 
defended  the  interests  of  gays  and 
lesbians? 
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Daughters  of  Bilitis 


By  H.  H. 

I  picked  up  the  phone  and  it  was  Joan.  We  had 
gone  to  school  together  and  had  become  very 
close  friends.  She  started  college  when  she  was 
37,  married,  with  two  teenaged  daughters  and 
with  the  realization  that  she  is  a  lesbian. 

“Would  you  come  with  me  to  a  DOB 
meeting?” 

The  Daughters  of  Bilitis  was  formed  in  1955  in 
San  Francisco  by  Del  Martin  and  Phyllis  Lyon. 
They  describe  their  beginnings  in  their  book 
Lesbian/Woman: 

Daughters  of  Bilitis  began  with  eight 
women:  four  lesbian  couples,  four  blue-collar 
and  four  white-collar  workers,  among  them 
were  one  Filipina  and  one  Chicana. . . .  [I]n 
our  eagerness  to  meet  other  Lesbians  we 
found  ourselves  on  the  evening  of  September 
21,  1955,  laying  plans  for  a  secret  Lesbian 
club.  For  four  consecutive  weeks  we  met  to 
draw  up  a  constitution  and  bylaws.  At  the 
fourth  meeting  there  still  remained  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  name  for  the  fledgling  organization. 
“How  about  Daughters  of  Bilitis?”  Nancy 
suggested.  The  rest  of  us  looked  at  her  blank¬ 
ly.  “I  ran  across  this  book  by  Pierre  Louys  that 
has  in  it  this  long  poem  called  ‘Songs  of 
Bilitis.’  ”  Nancy  Held  up  the  volume  she’d 
been  holding  on  her  lap.  “It’s  really  quite 
beautiful  love  poety,  but  what’s  even  more  in¬ 
teresting,  Bilitis  is  supposed  to  have  lived  on 
Lesbos  at  the  time  of  Sappho.”  We  thought 
that  “Daughters  of  Bilitis”  would  mean 
something  to  us,  but  not  to  any  outsider.  If 
anyone  asked  us,  we  could  always  say  we 
belong  to  a  poetry  club.  And  so  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  (or  DOB,  as  it  is  popularly  known)  came 


into  being. 

The  next  night  Joan  and  I  met  at  Charlie’s  Kit¬ 
chen  in  Harvard  Square.  Since  our  last  meeting, 
she  had  graduated  from  college  and  was  happi¬ 
ly  working  in  her  field.  But  there  was  still  that 
struggle  with  her  sexuality.  She  looked  across 
the  table  at  me  and  began  to  cry.  “I  told  my  hus¬ 
band  Pat  about  my  feelings.  We  are  both  seeing 
a  counselor.  I’m  going  to  the  counselor  to  help 
him  work  through  this.  I  know  he’s  going  to  try 
to  save  our  marriage.”  She  went  on  to  tell  me 
about  her  various  affairs  with  women  over  the 


Local  Niches 


past  ten  years. 

The  next  order  of  business  at  DOB  was  to 
determine  the  direction  and  purpose  of  the  new¬ 
ly  founded  organization.  Lesbian/Woman 
describes  what  the  focus  of  the  organization 
should  be: 

The  organization  was  to  encourage  and 
support  the  Lesbian  in  her  search  for  per¬ 
sonal,  interpersonal,  social,  economic  and 
vocational  identity.  The  DOB  social  functions 
would  enable  the  Lesbian  to  find  and  com¬ 
municate  with  others  like  herself,  thereby  ex¬ 
panding  her  social  world  outside  the  bars. 
She  could  find  in  the  discussion  groups  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  interchange  of  ideas,  a 
chance  to  talk  openly  about  the  problems  she 
faced  as  a  Lesbian  in  her  everyday  life.  Also 
available  to  her  would  be  DOB’s  library  on 
themes  of  homosexuality  and  of  women  in 


general.  In  educating  the  public  to  accept  the 
Lesbian  as  an  individual  and  eliminate  the 
prejudice  which  places  oppressive  limita¬ 
tions  on  her  life  styie,  the  groups  proposed  an 
outreach  program;  to  sponsor  public  forums, 
to  provide  speakers  for  other  interested  civic 
groups,  and  to  publish  and  disseminate  edu¬ 
cational  and  rational  literature  on  the  Les¬ 
bian.  DOB  also  announced  its  willingness  to 
participate  in  responsible  research  projects 
and  its  interest  in  promoting  change  in  the 
legal  system  to  insure  the  rights  of  all  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

The  Boston  chapter  of  DOB  was  formed  in 
1969.  Its  formal  business  is  managed  by  five  of¬ 
ficers:  president,  vice-president,  recording 
secretary,  corresponding  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Lois  Johnson,  the  current  president  of  DOB, 
has  held  that  position  since  1975.  She  and  Shari 
Borden,  her  lover  of  20  years,  were  instrumental 
in  the  formative  years  of  DOB.  Perhaps  more  im¬ 
portant  is  their  key  role  in  providing  the  con¬ 
tinuity  that  organizations  need  in  order  to  suc¬ 
ceed. 

What  made  these  women,  and  others  like 
them,  become  involved?  For  Shari,  also  a  past 
president  of  DOB,  it  was  the  need  to  meet  other 
people  like  herself  in  a  social  setting.  She  felt  a 
Continued  on  back  of  Calendar  section 
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Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-0513 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 


JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 


SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 


DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
MA,  COUNSELING 
'110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 
LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776S377 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 
WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/iesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCW  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Cherrie  Moraga,  co-editor  of  This  Bridge  C 
and  Cuentos:  Stories  By  Latinas,  will  read 
book,  Loving  in  the  War  Years:  lo  que  nuna 
labios,  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop  at  8:00PM  on  I 
Her  new  book  is  a  collage  of  essays,  stories 
ploring  the  political  and  personal  meanir 
Chicana  and  a  lesbian  in  the  US  today. 
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Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 


homomovles 

The  Nickelodeon  will  be  presenting  a  gay 
film  festival  beginning  this  Friday,  May  4  and  run¬ 
ning  for  three  weeks.  Twenty-five  films  will  be 
screened  —  one  and  two  days  each  —  including 
Call  Her  Savage,  a  1932  Clara  Bow  film  which 
features  the  first  gay  bar  scene  in  a  Hollywood 
movie.  They’ve  included  such  camp  classics  as 
The  Gang’s  All  Here  and  Myra  Breckenridge  as 
well  as  the  Boston  premiere  of  Scrubbers,  a  story 
of  lesbianism  in  a  women’s  prison,  Ernesto,  the 
bittersweet  love  story  between  a  young  man  and 
a  servant  in  Italy,  and  The  Deputy,  a  Spanish  film 
about  the  sexual  secrets  of  a  highly  placed 
public  official.  Since  the  newer  films  were  being 
press-screened  this  week  GCA/  will  have  full 
coverage  in  next  week’s  paper.  Check  it  out. 

out  of  the  closets  /  Into  the  basement 

The  Basement  Gallery,  a  progressive  artists’ 
space  in  downtown  Boston,  is  planning  a  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Artists  Show  in  June.  Interested  artists 
should  contact  the  gallery  at  574-9200  as  soon  as 
possible  for  further  information. 

The  exhibit  will  coincide  with  the  Rear  Win¬ 
dow’s  Gay/Lesbian  Film  Festival  scheduled  at 
the  Basement  Saturday,  June  9th.  Festival  pro¬ 
gramming  is  still  undetermined,  so  call  David 
Kleiler  at  277-4618  if  you’d  like  to  have  any  par¬ 
ticular  film  included. 


funny  lady 

New  Words  Bookstore  will  be  presenting 
Kate  Kasten  Comedy  Theater  on  May  22  at  7:30 
PM. 

Kasten  is  a  feminist  comic  who  fills  her 
show  with  zany  characters  and  political  satire. 
There  is  a  suggested  $2.00  donation  and  more  in¬ 
formation  can  be  obtained  by  calling  New  Words 
at  876-5310. 

Niches _ 

Continued  from  front  of  Calendar  section 
concern  for  women  who  socialize  only  with  their 
lovers  and  the  few  people  who  know  about 
them.  An  organization  like  DOB  provides  the  en¬ 
vironment  for  healthy  exchanges  and  suppor¬ 
tive  friendships. 

The  motivating  force  for  Lois  was  the  desire 
to  meet  other  women  and  the  desire  to  form 
close  female  friendships.  Like  Shari,  she 
believes  a  fuller  life  can  be  experienced  through 
extending  yourself  to  other  people. 

Even  more  important  for  Shari  and  Lois  was 
the  need  to  express  themselves  as  women  out¬ 
side  the  sinister  picture  of  the  stereotypical  les¬ 
bian. 

Renee  became  vice  president  in  1980.  Her  in¬ 
volvement  began  with  the  process  of  coming 
out  and  the  need  to  contribute  to  other  people. 
Renee’s  innovation  as  a  rap  leader  is  to  pre¬ 
select  a  topic  based  on  her  perception  of  what 
her  group  would  like  to  discuss.  She  found  this 
approach  helpful  in  involving  people  who  may 
otherwise  remain  a  little  shy.  Renee  finds  DOB 
“an  incredibly  warm  place.’’ 

For  three  years  Anita  Sanders,  the  recording 
secretary,  has  led  the  general  rap  night.  DOB, 
for  Anita,  is  important  in  two  ways:  first,  it  pro¬ 
vides  weekly  support  groups  in  which  there  is  a 
place  for  everybody;  second,  it  is  a  social 
organization  which  offers  opportunities  to  meet 
other  people. 

As  corresponding  secretary,  Geri  receives 
many  letters  from  “women  who  just  don’t  know 
what  to  do.”  Through  the  wide  variety  of  rap 
groups,  Geri  is  able  to  guide  the  women  towards 
the  support  they  need. 

“Lifesaver”  is  how  treasurer  Mary  Hobbs 
describes  DOB.  Married  for  20  years,  with  four 
children,  she  found  a  tremendous  support 


gynomusic 

Libana,  a  woman’s  chorus,  will  present  a 
celebration  of  woman’s  music  and  dance  from 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  Middle  East  on  Friday, 
May  1 1  and  Saturday,  May  12  at  the  First  Church 
Congregational,  11  Garden  Street,  Cambridge,  a 
wheelchair  accessible  location.  Other  perfor¬ 
mances  are  scheduled  for  Friday,  May  18  and 
Saturday  May  19  at  The  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge.  All  con¬ 
certs  will  take  place  at  8:00PM.  Tickets  are  $6.00 
at  the  door  ($4.00  for  elders).  In  advance  they  are 
$5.00  and  may  be  obtained  at  New  Words  Book¬ 
store. 

woman’s  night  out 

A  Woman’s  Coffeehouse  will  present  an 
evening  of  entertainment  by  and  for  women 
featuring  poetry  by  Kate  Rushin,  music  by 
Dianne  Gass  and  dance  by  Marcia  Hubelbank  on 
Sunday,  May  20,  7:30  to  10PM  at  the  First  Church 
Congregational,  11  Garden  Street,  Harvard  Sq.  It 
will  be  an  alcohol-free  space  and  a  $4.00  dona¬ 
tion  is  suggested. 

slate  party 

Kate’s  Mystery  Bookstore,  2211  Mass  Ave, 
Cambridge,  will  be  sponsoring  an  autograph  par¬ 
ty  for  Nathan  Aldyne  to  celebrate  the  publicaton 
of  Slate,  the  third  in  a  series  featuring  Daniel 
Valentine  and  Clarisse  Lovelace,  (he’s  gay,  she’s 
not)  as  two  Boston  detectives.  Vermillion  and 
Cobalt,  the  first  two  books  of  the  series,  have 
been  best  sellers,  in-town  and  out. 

The  signing  will  take  place  between  6:30 
and  8:00  PM.  Ten  percent  of  each  sale  will  go  to 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee  and  will  entitle  the 
buyer  to  a  free  beer  or  mixed  drink  at  the  Boston 
Eagle  at  a  party  beginning  at  9:00  PM. 

gay  day  marshalls 

The  Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day  Com¬ 
mittee,  organizer  of  the  June  24  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Day  March  and  Rally  in  New  York  is  now  seeking 
35  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  want  to  be  part  of  a 
special  “Marshall  Cadre”  for  the  March.  These 
persons  will  receive  advanced  training  in  mar¬ 
shalling  and  will  be  assigned  to  more  demanding 
and  crucial  jobs  (i.e.  assisting  the  coordinator  of 
floats  and  vehicles,  working  with  the  police, 
dealing  with  disputes  and  emergencies). 
Members  of  the  Marshall  Cadre  will  be  assigned 
special  places  in  the  March  and  therefore  will 
not  be  able  to  march  with  a  group  of  their  choice. 

CSLDC’84  is  also  seeking  an  additional  250 
general  marshalls  for  the  March  and  Rally  site. 
These  people  can  be  unaffiliated  individuals  or 
members  of  groups. 

For  sign-up  and/or  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  R.  Paul  Martin,  March  Chairperson,  at  (212) 
258-8735  (day/evening)  or  CSLDC’84  at  (212) 
947-0949. 


playwrights’  platform  /  making  movies 

Playwrights’  Platform  Workshop  will  be 
presenting  eight  new  one-acts  by 
Massachusetts  playwrights  in  their  New  Play 
Marathon.  Of  interest  to  GCN  readers  might  be 
Making  Movies  by  Theresa  Rebeck.  Making 
Movies  deals  with  the  tensions  that  erupt  when 
Jeff,  an  independent  filmmaker,  asks  Martin,  his 
lover,  to  do  a  heterosexual  love  scene  in  one  of 
his  films. 

Making  Movies  will  be  performed  at  8:00  PM 
on  May  9  and  17  at  the  Cambridge  Rindge  and 
Latin  High  School,  469  Broadway,  Cambridge. 
Admission  is  $4.00.  For  information  on  this  and 
other  plays  in  the  series  call  427-7450  or 
720-3770. 


robeson  remembered 

The  Boston  Peace  Council  will  present  a 
special  program  entitled  “Paul  Robeson 
Remembered,”  on  Saturday,  May  12,  at  7:30  PM 
at  Roxbury  Community  College.  The  program 
will  pay  homage  to  Paul  Robeson  and  the 
historical  contributions  of  Afro-Americans  to  the 
U.S.  Peace  Movement.  Susan  Robeson,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Paul  Robeson,  will  speak  as  will  Mel 
King  and  Saundra  Graham. 

The  event  will  take  place  in  the  newly 
renovated  conference  room  of  Roxbury  Com¬ 
munity  College,  located  in  the  Tower  Building 
along  Huntington  Ave.  A  donation  of  $4.00  is  re¬ 
quested  ($3.00  for  persons  of  limited  income)  and 
refreshments  will  be  served. 


group  in  DOB  that  helped  her  come  to  terms 
with  her  identity  and  how  all  of  that  relates  to 
her  children.  As  an  active  member  she  is 
reaching  out  to  help  others  who  are  struggling. 

A  major  contribution  to  DOB  has  been  made 
by  their  “phantom  librarian,”  whose  love  of 
books  inspired  her  to  start  the  DOB  library  from 
a  heap  of  books,  someof  which  had  no  bearing 
on  women  and  their  lives.  She  sold  those  books 
and  bought  women-related  literature.  The  DOB 
library  now  has  over  400  volumes. 

Kris  Jackson  was  attracted  to  DOB  because  it 
presented  a  pleasant  alternative  to  the  bars  and 
is  not  a  pick-up  place.  She  leads  a  Tuesday 
night  rap.  Although  a  wide  variety  of  topics  are 
discussed,  there  is  a  lot  of  discussion  about 
coming  out  to  parents  and  relatives. 

While  Kate  was  growing  up  in  rural  New 
England  she  felt  she  didn’t  belong  anywhere. 
Homosexuality  was  never  discussed  and  she 
knew  she  was  “different.”  Some  years  later  she 
came  to  Boston  and  to  DOB.  She  felt  “accepted 
the  day  she  walked  in.”  There  were  growing  con¬ 
cerns  in  the  community  about  the  opportunity 
for  younger  women  to  meet  and  to  share. 
Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  at  the  time 
was  predominantly  male;  younger  women 
would  attend  rap  sessions  at  DOB  but  often 
older  women’s  concerns  prevailed.  Finally  DOB 
was  deeply  touched  by  a  letter  written  by  a 
younger  woman  pleading  with  the  community 
to  do  something.  Kate,  recalling  her  own  child¬ 
hood,  began  a  rap  session  for  women  22  years 
and  under.  They  now  meet  on  the  fourth  Thurs¬ 
day  of  every  month. 

Joann  Ariano  appeared  on  the  “People  Are 
Talking”  television  show  in  January  as  a  lesbian 
mother.  She  raised  four  children  alone  and 
came  out  when  they  were  old  enough.  Joann 


credits  DOB  with  providing  non-traditional 
positive  role  models  for  women  and  for  lending 
her  the  inspiration  and  courage  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent. 

Karen  came  from  a  single  life.  DOB  was  the 
first  place  she  turned  to  amid  all  the  confusion. 
She  now  leads  a  coming-out  rap  group  on  Tues¬ 
day  nights. 

Along  with  the  rap  sessions  and  social 
events,  DOB  prides  itself  on  its  traditional 
Thanksgiving  dinner,  served  to  women  and  their 
children  on  the  Sunday  before  Thanksgiving. 

DOB  also  provides  speakers  to  the  Gay 
Speakers  Bureau,  creating  the  opportunity  for  a 
greater  understanding  of  our  lives. 

DOB  has  also  introduced  a  new  concept  into 
its  rap  group  format  called  the  DOB  Forum.  It  is 
designed  to  bring  current  information  to  its 
members.  Some  topics  already  discussed  are 
alternative  cancer  treatments  and  a  lecture  on 
balance  and  polarity. 

Another  area  of  increasing  interest  and  ac¬ 
tion  concerns  the  older  lesbian.  Although  this  is 
a  relatively  new  concern,  DOB  is  ready  to  lend 
its  support  as  the  need  arises. 

Joan  and  I  just  finished  introducing 
ourselves.  A  woman  was  talking  about  her 
custody  fight.  Another  woman  spoke  of  her 
breakup.  And  then  Joan  started  speaking.  It 
wasn't  so  much  what  she  said. . .  it  was  that  at 
long  last  she  could  be  herself. 

Daughters  of  Bilitis  meets  every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  at  8:00PM.  The  35-plus  group  meets 
every  second  Wednesday  and  last  Friday  of  the 
month.  Please  check  the  GCN  calendar  for 
specific  raps.  The  DOB  address  is  1151  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  Their 
phone  number  is  661-3633. 
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Broad  Concerns:  The  Gay  Left  in  Northampton 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

The  city  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  home  to  Smith 
College,  lies  in  the  western  half  of 
the  state,  20  miles  north  of  Spring- 
field,  a  city  of  150,000  that  is  the 
commercial  center  of  western 
Massachusetts.  Nine  miles  to  the 
northeast,  across  the  Connecticut 
River,  is  the  college  town  of 
Amherst.  The  30,000  residents  of 
Northampton  include  a  good 
number  from  local  academic  com¬ 
munities,  many  of  whom  are  stu¬ 
dents  making  the  city  their  home 
for  a  temporary  though  significant 
duration. 

Main  Street  in  Northampton 
shows  the  telltale  signs  of  creeping 
gentrification;  newly  renovated 
storefronts  offer  pricey  specialized 
goods.  Some  of  the  gentry 
doubtless  come  from  the  academic 
community,  and  some  are  the  pro¬ 
fessionals  who  work  in  Springfield 
and  surrounding  areas.  City  of¬ 
ficials  and  longtime  residents  wel¬ 
come  the  money  and  revitalization 
the  newcomers  bring,  but  are  wary 
of  the  liberal-to-radical  political 
views  that  have  become  in¬ 
creasingly  audible.  There  is  a 
largely  unspoken  tension  between 
city  government,  which  has  not  yet 
begun  to  reflect  the  changing  com¬ 
position  of  the  city,  and  the  newer 
residents,  whether  politically  out¬ 
spoken  or  merely  visible,  who  call 
Northampton  home. 

Last  May,  nearly  2000  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  a  significant 
number  of  straight  supporters  fill¬ 
ed  the  streets  of  the  city,  not  mere¬ 
ly  to  celebrate  lesbian  and  gay 


pride,  but  also  as  a  show  of 
solidarity  and  protest  against  a 
wave  of  anti-lesbian  harassment 
then  threatening  the  city. 

The  success  of  that  day,  the  se¬ 
cond  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Day,  was  due  in  large  part  to 


the  hard  work  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Activists  (GALA),  the  group  that 
organized  the  march.  GALA  came 
together  in  1982  as  a  small  group 
of  progressive  political  activists 
committed  to  working  together  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Their  in¬ 
terests  included  Central  American 
solidarity  work,  labor  organizing, 
anti-racist  work,  women’s  issues 
and  radical  economics.  And,  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  they  had  all 
put  some  of  their  effort  toward 
gay  rights  and  gay  liberation.  But 
in  devoting  their  time  to  these 
varied  interests,  members  of  the 
group  felt  a  lack  of  completeness 
in  their  political  work  that  is  a 
common  complaint  among  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  on  the  political 
left. 

“We  were  really  tired  of  being 
the  only  leftist  in  the  queer  group 
or  the  only  queer  in  the  leftist 
group,”  a  GALA  member  ex¬ 
plains.  So  she  and  several  others 
set  out  to  create  an  organization  of 
leftist  queers,  or,  in  the  words  of 


the  GALA  statement  of  purpose, 
“self-identified  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  interested  in  social,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  change  in  this 
country.” 

“We  recognize  that  heterosex¬ 
ism  is  integrally  related  to,  and 


dependent  upon,  the  capitalist 
system,”  continues  the  statement, 
“as  are  sexism,  racism,  anti- 
Jewish  oppression,  imperialism 
and  able-ism.  We  are  committed 
to  the  eradication  of  these  oppres¬ 
sions.” 

“The  time  was  right,”  recounts 
another  GALA  member.  “People 
got  together  for  potlucks  and 
meetings  and  it  worked.” 

GALA’S  first  public  action 
came  about  as  a  response  to  the 
Family  Protection  Act.  In  April, 
1982,  the  group  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  to  anounce  their  donation 
of  a  collection  of  books  about  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  the  North¬ 
ampton  Public  Library.  The  group 
also  set  up  tables  on  the  sidewalk 
to  distribute  information  and 
answer  questions  local  residents 
might  have  about  gay  people. 

On  May  15,  1982,  700  people  at¬ 
tended  the  first  annual  Northamp¬ 
ton  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March, 
far  exceeding  GALA’s  hopes  for  a 
crowd  of  2(X).  On  November  6  of 
that  year,  the  day  of  a  national 
I  anti-Klan  march  in  Washington, 
n  D.C.,  GALA  members  organized 
I  a  local  action  for  those  who  could 
3  not  travel  to  the  capital.  Three 
hundred  people  marched. 

“We  demonstrated  that  we 
could  mobilize  the  left,”  recalled  a 
GALA  member,  “apart  from  our 
gay  organizing.” 

Other  GALA  activities  have  in¬ 
cluded  a  lesbian  and  gay  film 
festival,  community  workshops  on 
racism  and  anti-Semitism,  fun¬ 
draising  for  local  volunteers  in  the 
Nicaraguan  coffee  brigades. 


This  year’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Liberation 
March  in  Northampton 
will  begin  at  noon  on 
Saturday,  May  12,  at  the 
Bridge  Street  School.  A 
rally  is  scheduled  for 
1:00  at  Pulaski  Park.  In 
addition,  a  dance  will  be 
held  that  evening  in 
Valentine  Hall  at 
Amherst  College,  for 
which  a  $2.00  donation 
will  be  requested. 

For  more  information, 
call  (413)  586-9340  or 
write  March  Committee, 
c/o  GALA,  Box  1084,  ! 

Northampton,  MA 
01061. 


several  well  attended  dances  and 
promotion  of  a  boycott  directed  at 
Papa  Gino’s  pizza  restaurants, 
whose  owner,  Michael  Valerio,  is  a 
prime  financial  and  organizational 
force  behind  the  New  Right  in 
Massachusetts.  And  a  GALA 
member,  Gerry  Scoppettuolo,  ran, 
albeit  unsuccessfully,  for  city 
council  last  year. 

When  a  wave  of  anti-lesbian 


harassment  and  violence,  in¬ 
cluding  three  rapes,  began  during 
1982,  GALA  members  wereamong 
those  who  sought  to  organize  com¬ 
munity  support  andput  pressure 
on  city  officials  reluctant  to  pursue 
an  investigation. 

“This  reactionary  activity  is 
precisely  what  we  marched  against 
in  our  recent  anti-Klan  march  in 
Continued  on  page  16 


A  Concert  for  Women 

M  with  The  New  Women's  Chorus 

A  Tenth  Anniversary  Benefit 
For  The  Eiizabeth  Stone  House 

Saturday,  May  19, 1984.  Sleeper  Hall 
Boston  University,  871  Comm.  Ave. 

8:00  P.M.  Sharp.  Donation:  $7.50 

Interpreted  lor  the  Hearing  Impaired. 

Wheelchair  Accessible.  Childcare  Provided. 

Reduced  Rates  Available.  Sponsored  By:  BCMHE 

Tickets  Available 

New  Words,  Bodyworks,  For  Information: 

Mail  Order:  Elizabeth  Stone  House 

P.O.  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  522-3417 


AUCTION  '84 

sponsored  by  the 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Cay  Political  Alliance 

Friday,  May  llth  7:30  p.m. 

in  the  Dome  Room  of  the  Lenox  Hotel 
in  Copley  Square 

VISA  -  MasterCard  accepted 

Guest  Auctioneers  include  Barney  Frank, 
Abby  Browne  and  David  scondras 

hors  d’oeuvres  $5  donation  at  the  door  cash  bar 


Life-Rejuvenation  Research 
Leads  to  Important  Discoveries! 

OB-1,  LIFE  X-TEN,  SAN  SHI  DAN 

•  Enjoy  unprecedented  levels  of  energy 

•  Require  less  sleep 

•  Feel  happier,  have  a  greater  sense  of  well-being 

•  Build  up  the  immune  system,  naturally 

•  Maintain  more  staying  power 

•  Experience  greater  sexual  enhancement 

•  Slow  down  the  aging  process- 

Light  Force  Independent  Distributor 

JOSEPH  G.  VISAGGI  or  LINCOLN  WONG 
(617)  236-1489 

Free  $25.00  Life  Style  Consultation  with  this  ad 


‘We  were  really  tired  of  being  the 
only  leftist  in  the  queer  group  or 
the  only  queer  in  the  leftist 
group.’ 
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Song  and  Dance  and  Imperialist  War 


Instead  of  being  appalled  at  their 
racism  and  sexism  when 
juxtaposed  with  the  real  world,  we 
like  them  too  much  and  the  im¬ 
pulse  is  to  excuse  it  or  ignore  it. 


Privates  on  Parade.  Directed  by 
Michael  Blakemore.  Screenplay 
and  lyrics  by  Peter  Nichols.  With 
John  Cleese,  Denis  Quilly, 
Michael  Elphick,  Nicola  Pagett, 
Bruce  Payne,  Joe  Melia.  At  the 
Nickelodeon. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Privates  on  Parade  is  a  strange 
but  potent  mixture  of  ideas, 
material  and  performances  that 
probably  shouldn’t  work,  but 
does.  Taken  from  Peter  Nichols’ 
1977  London  stage  hit,  the  film  at¬ 
tempts  to  be  a  song-and-dance 
revue  mixed  with  the  adventures  of 
a  British  army  troop  in  the 
Singapore  of  1948.  And  although 
the  songs  and  skits  are  there  to 
balance  and  comment  upon  the 
rest  of  the  story,  there  is  something 


a  bit  off  balance. 

World  War  II  is  over  and  the  re¬ 
maining  British  troops  have 
nothing  much  to  do  except  worry 
about  the  move  for  national  in¬ 
dependence  being  led  by  the  Com¬ 
munists  in  the  jungle.  In  the  midst 
of  this  uneasy,  non-combative 
situation  is  SADUSEA  —  Song 
and  Dance  Unit,  Southeast  Asia. 
They  are  a  likeable  enough  group 
of  misfits  who  are  supposed  to  be 
putting  on  shows  to  entertain  the 
remaining  troops.  Led  by  Major 
Giles  Flack  (John  Cleese),  they 
have  a  let’s-put-on-a-show  at¬ 
titude  which  totally  avoids  any 
deeper  notions  of  why  they  are 
where  they  are  and  what  they  are 
doing.  The  song-and-dance  troop 
itself  is  led  by  Captain  Terry  Den¬ 
nis  (Dennis  Quilly),  an  outrageous 


queen  who  is  constantly  dismayed 
by  the  quality  of  his  performers 
and  the  conditions  under  which  he 
has  to  work.  Nevertheless,  the 
show  must  go  on  and  Dennis 
makes  the  most  of  what  he  has. 
Unbeknownst  to  Flack  and  the  rest 
of  the  men.  Sergeant  Major  Reg 
Drummond  has  been  profiteering 
and  selling  guns  to  the  rebels  and 
intends  to  send  the  whole  troop  in¬ 
to  the  jungle  on  a  fake  mission  to 


facilitate  his  plans.  Predictably, 
the  song-and-dancers  have  to  deal 
with  a  little  more  than  life  upon  the 
wicked  stage. 

When  Privates  on  Parade  was 
presented  as  a  stage  play  it  was  a 
series  of  revue  skits  interspersed 
with  the  fairly  heavily  plotted 
story.  The  short  scenes  —  it’s  the 
sort  of  story  that  lends  itself  to 
quick  vignettes  —  were  then  com¬ 
mented  upon  by  the  songs.  It  was 


What  was  that 
all  about,  Tillie? 


traditionally  Brechtian  in  its  treat¬ 
ment  and  its  presentation.  Beneath 
its  traditional  plot  and  the  enter¬ 
taining  parody  of  the  songs  was  a 
political  message.  Nichols’  point 
wasn’t  so  much  that  war  is  an  ab¬ 
surd  music-hall  travesty,  but 
rather  that  it’s  possible  to  ignore 
the  whys,  whats  and  hows  of 
politics  and  end  up  in  an  even 
worse  mess.  The  silly,  camping. 
Continued  on  page  15 


By  Freddie  Greenfield 

One  had  the  short  shorts  in  this 
hospital  time  of  Manhattan  mid¬ 
town  Yahoos...  ‘what’s  happen¬ 
ing?’ 

‘nothing,  like  everything  else 
down  here,  trying  to  get  checked 
in,  get  a  bed.  ’ 

Toilets,  dope,  cocks  in  and  out, 
cum.  More  hospitals,  teaching 
university  hospitals  on  ground 


For  two  years,  GCN's  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain- 
ers  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives,  ^ 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  I 
new-found  friends,  and  | 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation  < 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in  ‘ 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help  i 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age.  | 


SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  contributions  of: 
$  30  ($120  annually) 

S  50  ($200  annually) 

$100  ($400  annually) 

S _ 

Enclosed  is  my  first  contribution  of  $ _ 


Name 
Address 
City  State  Zip 


Ptease  mail  to  GCN  Sustainers.  167  Tremont  St..  Boiton.  MA  02111 


floor,  grass  soccer  ball  players 
kicking  it  around  me...  'licks  his 
tongue  at  you,  know  what  it 
means?’ 

Petty  indiscreet  people  putting 
business  on  the  line...  ‘because  he 
was  a  nurse  giving  out  dope 
medication,  he  got  the  choice  of 
cocks,  yes,  and  i’d  slept  with  him 
20  years  before,  lived  'on  43rd 
around  the  corner  from  8th 
avenue,  won’t  give  me  a  sniff  to¬ 
day,  broken-down  drug  addict.  ’ 

7  don ’t  remember  you.  ’ 

‘well,  i  remember  you,  broken- 
down  broadway  set  designer,  actor 
then,  said  you  couldn’t  get  any 
work  because  show  people  you 
knew  were  all  a  bunch  of 
backbiters.  ’ 

oh,  shut  up  and  get  in  line,  you 
dirty  old  dope  fiend.  ’ 

‘why,  you  don ’t  remember  tell¬ 
ing  me  once  how  you  were  in  three 
broadway  productions  at  the  same 
time?  first  act  of  love  is  no  heaven, 
second  act  of  jamie  and  the  third 
act  gets  away  from  me  right  now.  ’ 
Doors  with  sliding  windows 
where  stuff,  patients  called  it 
goodies,  was  dispensed...  ‘shut 
your  hole  and  get  away  from  my 
window  or  i’ll  report  you.  ’ 

7  even  remember  you  liked 
69ing  and  i  didn’t,  fact  is  i  only 
went  along  with  it  because  i  was  so 


fuckin’  naive  in  those  days.  ’ 

Lover  wired  jaw  mouth  stunk 
cream  of  mushroom  soup, 
milkshakes  through  straw  kisses. 
Aimed  heavy  lamp  base  swung  at 
head  deathly  inches  of  breath  pan¬ 
ting  sobs  and  tears  dried  emergen¬ 
cy  for  ambulatory  ones  exit  on  9th 
near  57th  street...  ‘how  dare  you 
insinuate. . .  ’ 

‘how  dare  me  what?  i  even 
remember  you  called  yourself 
dick,  stage  name,  dick  coburn, 
after  Charles  coburn,  sneering  at 
me  a  wasted  number  with  you  so 
proud  getting  all  the  elite  young 
pricks  because  you  happen  to  be  in 
charge  of  giving  out  the  pills.  ’ 
Window  shuts,  bangs  loudly... 
‘what  was  that  all  about,  tillie?’ 

‘silly  nothing  from  when  i  was 
part  of  the  inner  circle  identifiable 
as  a  youthful  quean  with  a  valua¬ 
ble  gyrating  ass.  ’ 

Budding  athletic  gutter  profes¬ 
sional  fag  seen  jogging  mornings 
over  hor.se  manure  on  the  bridle 
path  towards  any  man  offering  an 
eye...  ‘i’ll  bet  you  were  an  easy 
pushover.  ’ 

‘i  was,  i  was.  how  did  you  know 
that  anybody  could  have  had  me 
for  less  than  a  whistle?  what  i 
mean  is  i  knew  i  was  supposed  to 
do  it  for  money  but  i  was  the  type 
didn  ’t  let  it  get  in  the  way.  ’ 


SMACK! 
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Tradition  and  Fusion 


F^li/abeth  Coiten  and  Ihe  Robin 
Flower  Band  in  concert  at  Har¬ 
vard  University’s  Paine  Hall,  Fri¬ 
day,  April  27,  7:30PM. 

By  Pamela  Gordon 

A  moderate-sized  group  com¬ 
posed  of  Cambridge  intellec- 
tual/folk  music  types,  ’60s 
radicals  and  women  interested  in 
women’s  music  turned  out  for  this 
concert.  This  was  an  unusual  au¬ 
dience  to  see  at  a  Robin  Flower 
concert,  as  she  is  thought  of 
primarily  as  a  women’s  musician. 
The  audience,  however,  seemed  to 
have  come  more  to  see  Elizabeth 
Gotten  —  a  legend  in  her  time  and 
in  ours.  (In  fact,  a  film  about  her 
life  is  being  made  and  footage  was 
shot  during  the  concert.) 

Ninety-one-year-old  Elizabeth 
Gotten,  a  black  woman  born  in 


Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina, 
taught  the  Seeger  brothers  what 
she  knew  about  music.  This  in¬ 
cluded  relaying  her  traditional 
background  with  roots  in  religious 
music,  ballads  and  oral  storytell¬ 
ing  and  her  unusual  method  of 
guitar  playing. 

As  a  little  girl,  Elizabeth  wanted 
a  guitar,  although  she  had  no  idea 
how  to  play.  So  she  went  out  to 
work,  sweeping  floors,  starting 
the  stove  fire,  preparing 
vegetables  for  dinner,  for  75'  a 
month  and  in  time  she  had  her 
first  guitar.  Having  no  idea  what 
to  do  with  it,  she  began  by  holding 
it  upside  down,  the  strings 
wrongside  up  and  the  left  hand 
where  the  right  should  be.  At  first 
she  could  play  only  one  string,  but 
soon  she  progressed.  Now  the 
chords  come  out  quite  well  and  no 
one  would  know  the  guitar  is  up¬ 
side  down! 

When  Elizabeth  walked  on 
stage,  the  audience  stood.  She 
said,  “We  gonna  do  everything 
nice  tonight’’  and  this  spirited, 
funny  and  warm  woman  did.  Ob¬ 
viously,  she  is  not  musically  what 
she  used  to  be,  but  all  present  felt 
privileged  to  experience  in  person 
this  woman,  who  has  become  an 
institution. 

Elizabeth  began  with  a  religious 
song,  for,  as  she  told  us,  her 


mother  always  told  her  that  "no 
matter  what  you  do,  always  put 
Jesus  in  front  and  everything  will 
be  okay.” 

Theri  Elizabeth  sang  her  famous 
“Freight  Train.”  She  told  us  that 
as  a  child  she  used  to  hear  the 
freight  train  come  through  her 
hometown  and  the  sound  of  the 
train  at  night  inspired  the  song. 
One  day  she  finally  rode  the  train 
and  it  made  her  feel  so  good  that 
she  wanted  to  write  a  song. 

A  woman  came  on  stage  to  help 
Elizabeth  sing  a  couple  more 
songs.  Then,  by  herself,  Elizabeth 
sang  a  song  about  a  woman  who 
was  her  next-door  neighbor  when 
Elizabeth  was  a  child  and  told  a  lie 
on  her  that  caused  Elizabeth  to  be 
unjustly  punished: 

There  is  one  old  woman, 


Lord,  in  this  town 
Keep  on  telling  her  lies  on  me 
Wished  in  my  soul  that  old 
woman  would  die 
For  tellin  her  lies  on  me 

I  found  these  lyrics  surprising 
since  Elizabeth  is  so  religious.  For 
example,  she  sang  a  song  with  the 
theme  “If  thy  eye  offend  thee, 
pluck  it  out”:  if  the  minister  is 
bad,  if  a  person  is  bad  —  throw 
them  out  of  the  church  and  let  the 
church  roll  on. 

Elizabeth  then  proceeded  to  tell 
us  how  she  met  Mrs.  Seeger  at  the 
Landsburg  Department  Store  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Elizabeth  was 
working  there  and  Mrs.  Seeger 
persuaded  her  to  come  to  work  for 
her.  Thus  began  Elizabeth’s  in¬ 
fluence  over  Pete  Seeger. 

Then,  picking  up  the  banjo, 
(also  upside  down),  Elizabeth 
played  three  tunes,  including 
“Shoot  That  Buffalo.” 

Declaring  that  she  was  tired 
from  working  “day  and  night”  on 
this  38-city  tour,  this  grand  old 
lady  left  the  stage  to  another  stan¬ 
ding  ovation  by  a  knowledgeable 
and  appreciative  audience. 

•  •  • 

Robin  Flower,  a  women’s  musi¬ 
cian  and  lesbian,  headed  up  a 


four-person  band.  Robin  told  the 
audience  that  she  liked  to  fuse 
musical  styles,  such  as  jazz  and 
blue  grass.  The  first  song  of  the 
evening,  “First  Dibs,”  the  title  cut 
of  the  band’s  new  album, 
beautifully  fused  folk,  blue  grass 
and  jazz.  Robin  playing  mandolin 
at  a  furious  pace,  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  violin,  a  guitar  and  a 
bass.  The  tune  was  sprightly  and 
yet  gentle. 

Unfortunately,  nothing  else  the 
band  played  matched  the  quality 
of  this  first  tune.  For  example. 
Flower  et.  al.  tried  a  fusion  of 
blue  grass  and  New  Wave  (“blue 
wave”)  entitled  “Don’t  You 
Bullyrag  Me.”  1  think  the  concept 
of  these  styles  fused  and  the  song 
title  says  it  all. 

Then  the  bank  did  a  political 
number,  “Terrorists.”  This  was  a 
loud  folky  rock  song  whose  words 
were  hard  to  hear,  although  the 
music  wasn’t  bad. 

The  following  song,  “Love 
Blooms”  was  pure  strident  rock 
which  highlighted  all  of  the  worst 
qualities  of  Robin’s  music:  it  was 
brassy,  staccato  and  punchy. 

A  moving  song  followed  this. 
The  bass  player  sang  her  own 
composition  about  a  single 
mother  and  daughter  who  are 
denied  housing  because  the 
mother  is  single  and  poor: 

Who  holds  the  money? 

Who  holds  the  key? 

Who’s  gonna  unlock  the  door? 


The  band  then  did  a  pretty  de¬ 
cent  jazz  harmony  rendition  of  an 
Old  Boswell  Sisters  song,  “It’s  the 
Girl.”  It  was  wonderful  to  hear 
women  singing  this  romantic  song 
about  a  girl  and  meaning  it! 

This  pleasant  number  was 
followed  by  the  high-pitched  and 
wailing  “Off  the  Beaten  Track.” 
Good  song,  bad  song:  the  band’s 
music  was  inconsistent  and  poor 
overall.  I’m  not  sure  why  this  is 
so,  since  there  was  some  very  good 
talent  on  stage,  especially  Robin 
on  her  mandolin  and  Crystal  on 
the  violin.  Perhaps  Robin  is  too 
ambitious  in  her  fusion  attempts. 
Or  perhaps  it’s  that  she  stridently 
spits  out  her  words  rather  than 
singing  them.  The  elements  for 
success  are  there  if  Robin  and  her 
crew  could  do  something  very  dif¬ 
ferent  with  them. 


. . .  [A]ll  present  felt  privileged  to 
experience  in  person  this  woman, 
who  has  become  an  insitution. 


Song  and  Dance 


Continued from  page  14 

funny  privates  on  parade  here 
aren’t  an  embodiment  of  British 
imperialism,  although  they  cer¬ 
tainly  act  it  out  in  the  most  gross, 
basic  ways,  but  an  example  of  how 
much  people  can  ignore  of  the 
world  around  them.  That  is  pro¬ 
bably  why  Nichols  chose  1948 
Singapore  rather  than  the  more 
topical  1977  Viet  Nam;  the  point 
of  the  material  isn’t  anti-war  so 
much  as  it  is  the  folly  and  stupidity 
of  human  nature. 

But  in  adapting  the  play  for  the 
screen  the  basic  concept  became  a 
bit  more  complicated  and  more 
muddled.  There  is  no  clean  line 
between  the  song/dance  numbers 
and  the  real  action.  Instead  of  a 
series  of  alternating  scenes  the  film 
is  now  the  “real”  story  broken  up 
by  the  comic  material.  Unlike 
Cabaret,  which  used  this  techni¬ 
que  very  effectively.  Privates  on 
Parade  keeps  losing  sight  of  its 
political  groundings.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  parts  of  the  film  are  the 
musical  scenes  and  the  “putting- 
on-a-show”  routines  of  Captain 
Terri.  Terri  is  the  irrepressible 
queen  who  cannot  refrain  from 
calling  every  man  “she”  and 
assigning  them  women’s  names. 


This  includes  even  Jessica  Christ 
and  Georgina  VI  in  London.  Denis 
Quilly  gives  a  wonderfully  detailed 
performance  which  brings  Terri’s 
worst  excesses  to  the  surface 
without  ever  making  fun  of  them 
or  the  man.  Terri’s  queeniness  is 
seen  as  a  strength  and  a  perfectly 
natural  way  of  behaving.  Whether 
he  is  in  full  Carmen  Miranda  drag 
(“How  could  you  resist  a  weekend 
with  Batista?”)  or  as  Patti  An¬ 
drews  (a  very  tired  looking  Patti 
Andrews)  he  is  the  embodiment  of 
show  business  and  the  protec¬ 
tiveness  of  camp.  There  are  also 
several  nice  numbers  with  the  men, 
especially  a  song  and  dance  bet¬ 
ween  two  lovers,  which  are  low- 
key  and  really  work  to  further  the 
plot  as  well  as  to  entertain. 

The  problem  here  is  that  the  two 
sections  of  the  film  don’t  really 
mesh  and  the  film’s  basic  plot  does 
not  really  carry  us  through  the  way 
it  should.  We  should  be  presented 
with  a  bunch  of  likeable  people 
who  are  trapped  in  a  situation  they 
refuse  to  understand  or 
acknowledge.  And  we  do  like  the 
men,  but  when  it  comes  time  to 
place  them  in  the  larger  context  it 
just  doesn’t  work.  Instead  of  being 
appalled  at  their  racism  and  sexism 
when  juxtaposed  with  the  real 
world,  we  like  them  too  much  and 


the  impulse  is  to  excuse  it  or  ignore 
it.  The  film  doesn’t  allow  us  the 
distance  which  the  stage  play,  with 
its  Brecht-like  pacing  and  distance, 
insisted  we  not  take  for  granted. 
The  ideas  and  material  Nichols  is 
presenting  are  too  complex  to  be 
left  open  for  interpretation.  The 
stage  version  ordered  it  for  us  so 
that  we  had  a  structure  to  refer  to. 
The  film  has  the  same  ideas  and 
uses  the  same  format,  but  too 
much  is  open,  we  are  not  being  led 
through  the  material  and  it  all  ap¬ 
pears  a  bit  jumbled. 

With  these  problems  it  is  amaz¬ 
ing  that  Privates  on  Parade  is  as 
enjoyable  as  it  is.  Most  of  the  film 
is  carried  by  Denis  Quilly’s  drag 
queen  antics  and  by  the  songs  and 
skits.  John  Cleese  gives  a  very  fun¬ 
ny  (and  quite  non-Monty 
Pythonesque)  performance  as  Ma¬ 
jor  Flack.  He  is  so  straight  that  he 
gets  more  upset  by  Terri’s  using 
the  lord’s  name  in  vain  than  by  his 
calling  him  Jessica.  The  rest  of  the 
cast  —  many  of  them  were  in  the 
original  show  —  are  competent 
and  comfortable  with  the  material 
in  a  way  that  plays  as  well  on  stage 
as  on  screen. 

For  all  of  its  lack  of  a  succinct 
vision.  Privates  on  Parade  is  more 
than  enjoyable  and,  when  dwelt 
upon,  thought  provoking. 


CRIS  WILLIAMSON 


WITH 
TRET  PURE 


Sanders  Theatre,  Harvard  University 


May  22  8:00pm 

Tickets  $8.50  in  advance,  available  at  New  Words, 
Sandy's  Music,  Music  Emporium  in  Cambridge, 
Alpert  Gallery  in  Boston,  all  Strawberries,  Concert 
Charge  497-1 118.  $9.50  at  the  door. 
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JOHN  CLEESE  STORMS  BOSTON 
WITH  SONO  AND  DANCE! 

“Quite  unlike  anything  that’s  gone 
before...Dennis  Quilley  out  camps 
LA  CAGE  AUX  FOLLES,  imper¬ 
sonating  everyone  from  Carmen 
Miranda  to  one  of  the  Andrew 
Sistors 

—  Bruce  Williamson,  PLAYBOY 

“This  tender,  ribaled  tale  captures 
hysterically  the  loves  lusts  and 
needs  of  a  gay  straight  troupe.” 

—  Brandon  Judell,  THE  ADVOCATE 

“SUCCEEDS  BRILLIANTLY... 

RNE,  WITTY,  EXTREMELY 
SELF-ASSURED... SO  GOOD  THAT 
ONE  WANTS  THE  MOVIE  TO 
KEEP  ON  GOING.” 
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Exclusive  Engagement 


1:15,  3:00,  4:45,  6:35,  8:20.  10:15 
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Lavender 

Continued from  pa^e  fi 
parently,  the  change  in  law  in  the 
GDR  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  its 
leading  poet  Johannes  R.  Becher 
(this  was  after  Bertolt  Brecht’s 
death  in  the  mid-1950s,  and  B.B., 
by  the  way,  had  also  slept  with 
men),  and  a  Jewish  Communist 
lesbian  who  had  survived  Buchen- 
wald  concentration  camp  to 
become  a  noted  judge,  Hilda  Ben¬ 
jamin.  East  Germany  was  one  of 
the  first  countries  to  legalize 
homosexuality  between  consent¬ 
ing  adults  in  the  mid  1960s.  The 
GDR  acted  before  West  Germany. 
But  the  West  Germans  have  since 
caught  up  to  and  surpassed  the  East 
Germans  as  far  as  general  freedom 
for  gays  and  lesbians  is  concerned 
for,  though  homosexuality  is  legal 
in  the  East,  it  is  certainly  not  en¬ 
couraged  and  there  is  no  gay 
culture.  There  is  no  gay  literature, 
no  gay  films,  few  gay  bars  and  on¬ 
ly  the  tiniest  of  organizations,  for 
which  one  must  thank  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Church.  And  if  Germany  has 
had  a  long  history  of  pro-gay 
agitation,  it  should  be  noted  that 
even  before  Stalin’s  decree,  in  the 

Northampton 
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Northampton,”  read  a  letter  sent 
by  GALA  to  local  progressive 
political  organizations.  “It  is  not 
ironic  but  only  symptomatic  that 
we  are  being  singled  out  now.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gays  are  perceived  in  our 
community  as  being  vulnerable  to 
abuse  and  those  of  us  who  are 
politically  active  as  out  lesbians 
and  gays  now  feel  especially 
threatened.” 

The  appearance  of  an  FBI  agent 
seeking  to  question  a  Northampton 
lesbian  who  had  received 
telephoned  death  threats  and  who 
aided  in  an  investigation  by  local 
police  prompted  another  GALA 
project.  When  the  FBI  began  ask¬ 
ing  general  questions  about  lesbian 
and  gay  participation  in  pro¬ 
gressive  and  radical  politics  and 
sought  information  about  the  1981 
robbery  of  a  Brink’s  armored  car 
in  Nanuet,  New  York,  GALA  and 
other  groups  began  educational 
work  about  the  FBI  and  grand  jury 
abuse. 

“All  sorts  of  progressive  groups 
came  together  and  recognized  the 
need  to  educate  the  community 
about  our  rights  with  the  FBI,” 
said  a  GALA  member.  “We 
Hooded  the  community  with  infor¬ 
mation.” 

The  wide  range  of  issues  taken 
up  by  GALA  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  emphasis  on  coalition- 


days  of  the  Weimar  Republic,  the 
role  of  both  the  KPD  (Communist 
Party)  and  the  SPD  (Social 
Democrats)  was  more  ambivalent 
toward  gays  than  leftists  would 
like  to  admit.  But  for  more  on 
that  topic  we  must  await  Richard 
Plant’s  exciting  work.  Swastika 
and  Pink  Triangle. 

Perhaps  my  most  unpleasant 
memory  regarding  gay  life  in  the 
GDR  occurred  when  a  student  at 
Karl  Marx  University,  seated  at  a 
large  table  with  about  a  dozen 
students  and  faculty  over  coffee, 
declared,  referring  to  gays,  “Well, 
maybe  Hitler  went  too  far  with  the 
concentration  camps,  but  we  have 
to  protect  our  children.”  1  im¬ 
mediately  challenged  his  state¬ 
ment,  but  everyone  else  at  the 
table  was  silent.  Not  one  openly 
supported  my  pro-gay  position. 
And  had  that  bigoted  student  said 
the  same  thing  about  Jews,  he 
probably  would  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  (and  rightly  so). 

1  have  defended  the  CP-USA 
verbally  and  in  print  for  many 
years.  1  still  think  it  has  exposed 
oppression  and  helped  people  to 
organize  to  fight  against  oppres¬ 


building  by  working  with  other 
progressive,  but  not  necessarily 
gay,  organizations  stands  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  agendas  of  most  other 
lesbian  and  gay  political  groups. 
One  issue  to  be  emphasized  at  this 
year’s  “Lesbian  and  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  March”  is  an  upcoming  ef¬ 
fort,  in  conjunction  with  several 
other  advocacy  groups,  to  pass  a 
comprehensive  non¬ 

discrimination  ordinance  through 
the  city  council. 

“GALA  members  have  more  in 
common  than  just  being  gay  or  les¬ 
bian,”  explained  one  member. 
“We  have  a  leftist  philosophy  in 
common  and  also  leftist  organiz¬ 
ing  experience.” 

“GALA  sees  that  heterosexism 
comes  out  of  what  the  capitalist 
system  is  based  on,”  says  another. 
“That’s  why  GALA  is  significant¬ 
ly  to  the  left  of  so  many  other  gay 
and  lesbian  organizations.” 

And,  adds  the  first,  “GALA’S 
politics  are  substantially  different 
from  at  least  a  sizable  portion  of 
the  lesbians  here.  A  lot  of  les¬ 
bians  here  do  not  have  ties  and  do 
not  wish  to  have  ties  to  the  left.” 
Many  of  the  lesbians  in  North¬ 
ampton  are  separatists,  she  says, 
and  “regard  bringing  in  other 
issues  as  diluting  the  focus  — 
rather  than  broadening  the  focus, 
as  1  see  it.”  And  she  describes  as 
ironic  the  fact  that  in  a  city  with 
such  a  large  lesbian  community. 


sion.  This  was  especially  true  on 
the  race  issue  in  the  South,  when 
almost  no  one  else  was  willing  or 
able  to  risk  speaking  out  for  sim¬ 
ple  justice.  Seeing  Red  and  The 
Good  Fight  review  other  positive 
aspects  of  the  CP:  people  fighting 
against  fascism,  for  justice,  for 
the  downtrodden.  But  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  the  gay  cause,  is 
never  considered.  And  once  in 
power,  the  Communists  have 
often  ignored  and  repressed  our 
just  claims,  as  they  have  ignored 
and  repressed  the  claims  of  others. 

In  the  1970s  1  was  research 
assistant  to  Herbert  Aptheker, 
working  primarily  on  the  reprint 
of  40  volumes  of  the  works  of  the 
eminent  black  leader  W.E.B. 
DuBois  and  two  of  the  three 
volumes  of  the  DuBois  cor¬ 
respondence.  Of  course,  Aptheker 
is  not  merely  a  prominent 
historian,  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Party-USA.  In  the 
1940s  Aptheker  had  been  research 
assistant  to  DuBois  but  others  had 
preceded  him  in  that  post.  In  his 
final  autobiography  DuBois 
revealed  that  he  had  immediately 


there  is  a  women’s  bookstore,  a 
women’s  music  production  com¬ 
pany,  a  lesbian  library,  and 
organized  softball,  but  there  is  no 
lesbian  political  organization. 

The  mayor  and  the  city  council, 
says  a  member,  “want  to  turn 
Northampton  into  a  good  free 
enterprise  zone.  They  don’t  want 
this  to  be  a  center  for  any  kind  of 
political  activity,  let  alone  gay  and 
lesbian  political  activity.” 

“There  are  a  lot  of  women  in 
Northampton  who  look  like  les¬ 
bians,”  adds  another.  “They  may 
not  be  lesbians,  but  they  look  like 
lesbians.  That’s  not  going  to  bring 
in  those  investment  dollars.” 

The  tension  between  GALA  and 
the  city  came  to  a  head  recently 
when  the  group  was  denied  a  per¬ 
mit  to  hold  their  annual  march  on 
a  Saturday  because,  city  officials 
claimed,  traffic  from  the  event 
would  create  a  hardship  on  the 
police  department  and  local  stores 
open  for  business  on  Saturday. 
With  the  help  of  Boston’s  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
and  local  attorneys,  however, 
GALA  went  to  court  and  won  a 
permit  for  Saturday,  May  12. 

“What’s  unfortunate,”  says  a 
GALA  member  about  the  con¬ 
flicts  between  GALA  and  the  city, 
“is  that  those  things  that  are  in  the 
interest  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  are  in  the  interest  of 
the  greater  community.” 


fired  one  research  assistant  when 
the  latter  was  “arrested  for 
molesting  men  in  public  places.” 
(p.  282)  DuBois  regretted  his  own 
action.  However,  Aptheker,  in 
editing  the  correspondence  of 
DuBois,  camouflages  what  oc¬ 
curred  with  this  footnote: 
Augustus  C.  Dill  became 
business  manager  of  the 
[NAACP’s  magazine, 
edited  then  by  DuBois] 
Crisis  in  September 
1913.  .  .  .  After  some  years 
with  the  Crisis,  personal 
difficulties  and  problems 
ended  a  promising  career. 

(Correspondence, 
Vol.  1,  p.  204) 

Aptheker,  the  great  champion  of 
minorities,  remained  silent  on  this 
important  gay  case,  failing  as  an 
historian  as  he  was  failing  as  a 
defender  of  human  rights.  With 
Aptheker  gay  rights  were  not  even 
worthy  of  inclusion  in  the  foot¬ 
note!  Aptheker  would  have 
treated  no  other  minority  in  this 
manner.  When  I  once  challenged 
him  (and  he  was  my  boss)  for  his 
silence  on  gay  rights  in  all  his 
writings,  Aptheker  exploded  that 
he  was  the  chief  defender  of  gay 
rights  on  the  Central  Committee. 
But  not  a  word  of  that  is  evident 
from  the  volumes  of  Aptheker’s 
writings  and  I  would  not  have 
known  of  his  position  had  1  not 
made  an  issue  of  it. 

Why  has  the  Communist  at¬ 
titude  toward  gays  generally  been 
so  unsympathetic?  Why  has  Com¬ 
munist  discussion  of  gays  usually 
been  omitted  entirely  or  included 
with  hostile  comments? 

It  is  easier  to  begin  with  the  se¬ 
cond  question.  The  Communists 
contend  that  wealth,  the  media, 
banks,  factories,  real  estate,  com¬ 
merce,  agriculture,  ...  in  short, 
the  economy,  is  controlled  by  a 
relatively  small  portion  of  the 
population,  the  capitalists.  And 
because  they  control  the 
economy,  they  also  dominate  the 
government  and  the  military.  On 
the  side  of  change,  from  th^  Com¬ 
munist  viewpoint,  is  no  one  except 
the  people,  the  masses,  the  vast 
numbers  of  the  working  or  the 
unemployed.  The  only  way  for  the 
masses  to  struggle  effectively 
against  the  capitalist  class  is  by 
organizing  and  the  leading  or 
vanguard  organization,  the  CP, 
must  be  as  disciplined  and  as 
dedicated  as  any  army  if  it  is  to 
succeed.  Discipline  is  therefore 
essential  to  the  Party  organiza¬ 
tion.  There  can  be  “democratic 
centralism”  but  this  is  essentially 
the  lower  units  debating  how  best 
to  implement  the  goals  already  set 
from  above.  Centralism,  not 


democracy,  has  been  the  basis  of 
Party  organization. 

And  because  of  the  notion  of 
discipline,  members  of  the  party 
as  well  as  non-members  believed  it 
better  to  remain  silent  about 
things  that  disturbed  them  — 
silence  in  the  name  of  the  greater 
cause.  (This  attitude  is  certainly 
not  restricted  to  the  CP.  I’m  cer¬ 
tain  every  bishop  knows  much 
about  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  that  he  chooses  not  to 
disclose;  every  family  member 
feels  the  same  about  his  family; 
every  individual  about  himself.) 
But  in  the  name  of  the  greater 
good  of  the  cause,  and  of  remain¬ 
ing  in  solidarity  with  the  Party 
and  the  vanguard  in  the  struggle 
against  injustice,  some  of  the  best 
men  and  women  of  our  time  have 
remained  silent  about  cases  of 
clear  injustice.  Paul  Robeson,  a 
hero  on  so  many  issues,  visited  the 
Soviet  Union  after  World  War  II 
and  became  aware  of  Stalin’s  anti- 
Jewish  roundups.  But  on  this, 
Robeson  did  not  speak  out.  (In¬ 
terestingly,  in  recent  years  the 
Communists  sought  to  sabotage  a 
forthcoming  biography  of 
Robeson  which  will  reveal  another 
side  of  his  sexuality.)  Anna  Louise 
Strong  left  the  United  States  and 
then  was  forced  to  leave  the  Soviet 
Union  but  in  China  she,  too,  re¬ 
mained  silent.  One  had  to  be  a 
Khrushchev,  that  is,  one  had  to  be 
head  of  the  international  Com¬ 
munist  movement,  before  one 
could  expose  the  evils  of  the 
system  and  not  be  expelled  from 
the  movement!  That  fact  alone  is 
an  indictment  of  the  international 
Communist  movement. 

Communism  has  won  many  vic¬ 
tories.  In  1900  there  was  not  a 
single  Communist  country  on 
earth;  today  Communism,  in  one 
form  or  another,  rules  in  over  a 
third  of  the  globe.  In  the  history 
of  mankind  few  movements  have 
expanded  so  quickly.  And  Marx¬ 
ism  is  an  influence  in  many  non- 
Communist  countries.  Therefore, 
it  is  important  to  be  aware  of  how 
Communists  stand  on  the  gay 
issue. 

In  Engel’s  The  Origin  of  the 
Family,  Private  Property  and  the 
State  there  is  nothing  in  the  index 
referring  to  homosexuality  or  “sex¬ 
ual  deviance.”  But  Engels  does 
write  of  the  family  in  ancient 
Athens: 

The  men,  who  would 
have  been  ashamed  to  show 
any  love  for  their  wives, 
amused  themselves  by  all 
sorts  of  love  affairs  with 
hetaerae  (cultured  female 
prostitutes);  but  this 
degradation  of  the  women 


It's  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 

when  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
kids. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous. .  .when  your 
'ex'  can't  cope  with  your  lifestyle. .  .when  you 
don't  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
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SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don't  know  how. 
CHANGE  IS  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
coming  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 
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was  avenged  on  the  men 
and  degraded  them  also  till 
they  fell  into  the 
abominable  practice  of 
sodomy  and  degraded  alike 
their  gods  and  themselves 
with  the  myth  of 
Ganymede. 

— p.  128,  New  World 
Paperback  edition,  1973 
Condemned  as  an  abomination  in 
the  Bible;  condemned  as  an 
abominable  practice  by  the 
“scientific  socialist”!  What  a 
great  leap  forward  for  gays!  The 
Christians  condemned  gays  for 
religious  reasons;  the  Communists 
condemn  us  for  “scientific” 
reasons.  But  the  condemnation 
was  the  same  and  in  nearly  iden¬ 
tical  words. 

Was  Engels  making  a  minor  er¬ 
ror?  Or  were  his  comments  in¬ 
herent  in  the  Communist  outlook 
then  being  formulated? 

The  Marxist  historian  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Socratic  philosophers,  Allan 
Winspear,  does  include  homosex¬ 
uals  in  the  index  of  his  1940 
analysis.  The  Genesis  of  Plato’s 
Thought.  But  he  assures  us  that 
homosexuality  was  limited  to  the 
nobility  and  the  rich  and, 
moreover,  he  associates  gays  with 
a  treasonable,  semi-fascist 
ideology.  How  convenient.  On  the 
verge  of  WWll  one  therefore 
learns  that  most  of  the  Athenians 
were  straight  and  pro-democratic 
but  there  was  a  treasonable,  pro¬ 
fascist,  gay  nobility.  Well, 
Winspear  to  the  contrary,  most 
honest  scholars  of  the  ancient 
classical  world  found  bisexuality 
to  be  the  norm,  not  the  exception. 
Men  may  have  married  women, 
but  they  loved  other  males.  This 
was  true  of  rich  and  poor,  slave 
and  free.  Even  the  highest  of  the 
gods,  Zeus  himself,  exemplified 
the  morality  of  the  era.  Zeus  mar¬ 
ried  Hera,  but  he  also  swooped 
down  and  carried  off  the  youthful 
Ganymede.  Indeed,  Zeus  himself 
gave  birth  to  a  child. 

Historians  and  anthropologists 
have  sufficiently  proved  the  wide¬ 
spread  practice  of  homosexuality 
among  the  ancients,  as  it  was 
wide-spread  among  the  pre- 
Columbian  Indians  of  the  New 
World  and  among  many  of  the 
peoples  of  Africa.  What  changed 
the  enormous  acceptance  of 
homosexuality  was  the  spread  of 
Christianity,  its  intolerance  and  its 
terror.  The  Christians  imposed  the 
death  penalty  on  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,  just  as  the  Christians  “suf¬ 
fered  not  a  witch  to  live.”  How 
many  Christians  were  killed  by 
lions  in  the  Arena  compared  to  the 
many  gays  and  lesbians  burned 
over  the  centuries  before  mobs  of 
the  pious  tossing  additional  fag¬ 
gots  onto  the  fire? 

Ancient  civiliation  collapsed 
not  when  the  Germans  conquered 
Italy,  not  when  the  Muslims  con-* 
quered  the  southern  Mediterran¬ 
ean  Sea.  Ancient  civilization  col¬ 
lapsed  when  Constantine  rejected 
the  civilization  of  the  ancients  and 
established  Christianity  as  the  im¬ 
perial  religion  of  Rome.  This  was 
one  of  the  watersheds  of  history. 
And  there  were  consequences. 
Homosexuality  became  a  capital 
crime;  the  baths  were  closed;  the 
pagan,  nude  Olympic  Games  were 
closed;  the  greatest  research 
library  of  the  era,  in  Alexandria, 
was  burned;  secular  schools  were 
closed;  the  philosophical  colleges 
of  Plato  and  others  were  closed; 
some  of  the  classical,  nude  statues 
were  purposely  destroyed.  One 
can  argue  that  Rome  fell  before 
the  “barbarian  invasions”  for  it 
was  the  Christians  who  were  in¬ 
deed  the  barbarians.  In  fact,  at  the 
time  Christians  were  so  frequently 
accused  of  causing  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  that 
Augustine  had  to  write  a  major 
counter-attack  to  defend  the 
Church  on  this  very  point,  The  Ci¬ 
ty  of  God.  By  the  time  of  the 
Renaissance,  when  some  of  the 
educated  began  to  free  themselves 
from  the  ideology  of  the  Church, 
many  historians  began  to  view  the 
loss  of  ancient  civilization  as  a  real 
decline  and  they  maintained  that 


the  Europe  that  followed,  Chris¬ 
tian  Europe,  was  truly  the  Europe 
of  the  Dark  Ages.  Certainly  for 
gays  and  lesbians,  the  rise  of 
Christianity  meant  a  deadly 
change  in  values. 

How  did  Marx  view  this  water¬ 
shed  in  history?  In  his  “dialec¬ 
tical”  view  of  history  the  con¬ 
tradictions  in  ancient  civilization 
brought  forth  a  new,  higher  form 
of  civilization,  feudal  society 
(which,  in  turn,  was  surpassed  by 
bourgeois  or  capitalist  society, 
and  which  will  culminate  in  the 
socialist  or  communist  era). 

1  contend  that  the  Marxist  view 
of  history  does  not  conform  to  the 
reality  of  the  past,  much  less  the 
reality  of  the  present  or  future. 
Marx  propounds  an  upward 
movement  in  history,  from  the  an¬ 
cients  to  the  feudal  to  the 
bourgeois  and  finally  to  socialist 
society.  As  gays  were  most  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  ancient  world,  should 
we  accept  a  view  of  ancient  civili¬ 
zation  as  the  lowest  and  least  ad¬ 
vanced?  That  is  the  view  enun¬ 
ciated  in  Marxism.  Is  it  accurate? 

Now  Marx  was  familiar  with 
classical  civilization  and  had  even 
devoted  his  doctoral  dissertation 
to  a  contrast  between  the  material¬ 
istic  philosophies  of  Democritus 
and  Epicurus.  Marx  so  admired 
the  art  of  the  ancients  that  he  felt 
compelled  to  justify  its  appeal 
across  the  ages  and  across 
economic  systems.  Writes  Marx: 
The  difficulty  we  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  is  not, 
however,  that  of 
understanding  how  Greek 
art  and  epic  poetry  are 
associated  with  certain 
forms  of  social  develop¬ 
ment.  The  difficulty  is  that 
they  still  give  us  aesthetic 
pleasure  and  are  in  certain 
respects  regarded  as  a  stan¬ 
dard  and  unattainable 
ideal.  .  .  . 

Why  should  not  the 
historical  childhood  of 
humanity,  where  it  attained 
its  most  beautiful  form,  ex¬ 
ert  an  eternal  charm.  .  .  ? 
The  Greeks  were  normal 
children.  The  charm  their 
art  has  for  us  does  not  con¬ 
flict  with  the  immature 
stage  of  the  society  in  which 
it  originated. 

— In  The  German  Ideolo¬ 
gy,  Part  1,  New  World 
Paperbacks,  1973, 
Does  a  gay  man  have  to  weave 
through  such  circuitous  logic  to 
justify  appreciation  of  a  statue  of 
a  nude,  handsome  Greek?  The 
Greeks  were  not  “immature”  and 
childlike;  on  one  most  important 
issue  they  were  more  advanced 
than  we. 

The  primary  indictment  of  an¬ 
cient  society  by  Marx  is  not  that  it 
was  gay  (Marx  seems  to  have  been 
blind  to  that),  but  that  the  ancient 
world  was  based  upon  a  slave 
economy.  That  slave  economy 
was  destroyed  in  the  feudal  era, 
which  thereby  certified  feudalism 
as  an  advance  above  the  ancients. 

Slavery  did  decline  in  the  world 
of  the  Middle  Ages.  But  why? 
Christianity  outlawed  homosex¬ 
uality,  not  slavery.  The  reason 
slavery  declined  was  because  of  a 
general  decline  of  everything  (ex¬ 
cept  the  Church)  in  Europe.  Even 
Marx  and  Engels  observe  in  The 
German  Ideology: 

The  last  centuries  of  the 
declining  Roman  Empire 
and  its  conquest  by  the  bar¬ 
barians  destroyed  a  number 
of  productive  forces; 
agriculture  had  declined,  in¬ 
dustry  had  decayed  for 
want  of  market,  trade  had 
died  off  or  been  violently 
suspended,  the  rural  and  ur- 
ban  population  had 
decreased. 

Ibid,  p.  45 

As  I  interpret  it,  the  feudal 
world  was  not  necessarily  an  ad¬ 
vance  over  the  ancients.  Not  only 
was  it  anti-gay,  it  had  a  smaller 
population,  few  cities  and  more 
backward  methods  in  industry 
and  agriculture.  Cities  of  learning 
dwindled.  Slavery  ceased  because 


it  was  no  longer  profitable  in  such 
a  primitive  society  as  existed  in  the 
Dark  Ages. 

However,  when  Europe  began 
to  regain  power,  when  it  expanded 
into  Africa  and  into  the  Americas, 
it  reintroduced  slavery.  And  this 
new  slavery  was  of  crucial  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  development  of  the 
modern  economy.  In  his  classic 
study  of  the  subject.  Capitalism 
and  Slavery,  Eric  Williams 
demonstrates  that  the  growth  of 
capitalism  was  erected  on  the 
backs  of  slaves.  Slavery  spread 
with  Christianity  after  1500.  In 
Louisiana  the  Jesuits  owned 
slaves.  Indeed,  during  the  19th 
century  in  my  native  Southland, 
the  New  and  Old  Testaments  pro¬ 
vided  the  most  effective 
arguments  on  behalf  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  of  slavery.  And  even  in 
the  middle  of  the  20th  century  in 
the  heart  of  Christian  Europe 
thousands  of  slaves  were  working 
in  some  of  the  most  advanced  fac¬ 
tories  of  I.G.  Farben,  Krupp,  etc. 
It  is  thus  wrong  to  identify  slavery 
as  a  phenomenon  of  the  ancient, 
gay  world.  Slavery  has  stretched 
across  the  centuries  into  our  own. 

The  ancient  world  was  a  gay 
world.  If  there  was  slavery  then, 
there  has  been  slavery,  and  worse, 
since.  And  certainly  gays  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  the 
greatest  monster  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury,  Hitler,  who  sought  to  exter¬ 
minate  gays,  Jews  and  others 
while  enslaving  millions.  History 
can  advance,  but  it  can  also  step 
backwards  into  new  Dark  Ages 
and  new  forms  of  barbarism. 

Marx,  in  contrast,  believed  in 
an  inevitable  progress  in  history. 
Since  the  (gay)  ancients  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  the  feudal  era  (Chris¬ 
tian),  the  feudal  era  must,  by 
definition,  be  an  advance.  I 
disagree.  In  The  Communist 
Manifesto  Marx  and  Engels 
declared: 

When  the  ancient  world 
was  in  its  last  throes,  the  an¬ 
cient  religions  were  over¬ 
come  by  Christianity.  When 
Christian  ideas  succumbed 
in  the  18th  century  to  ra¬ 
tionalist  ideas,  feudal  socie¬ 
ty  fought  its  deathbattle 
with  the  then  revolutionary 
bourgeoisie. 

— International  Publishers, 
1932,  p.  29 

Except  in  small  communities  and 
for  short  times,  Christian  ideas 
did  not  succumb  to  rationalism  in 
the  18th  century.  True,  after  the 
French  Revolution  the  Christian 
calendar  was  abolished  and  the 
Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  was 
converted  into  the  Temple  of  the 
Goddess  of  Wisdom;  true, 
Thomas  Paine  published  his 
mighty  attack  on  the  Bible,  The 
Age  of  Reason,  but  today  1 
suspect  more  copies  of  the  Bible 
are  sold  than  are  volumes  of 
Thomas  Paine.  Christianity  re¬ 
mains  a  powerful  force 
throughout  the  world  (ask  the 
Polish  authorities),  and  it  is  pro¬ 
bably  still  more  powerful  than 
Marxism,  and  undoubtedly  more 
popular  than  rationalism.  Marx 
was  wrong. 

By  disparaging  the  ancient 
world  and  placing  it  at  the  lowest 
rung  of  civilization  and  identify¬ 
ing  it  with  slavery,  Marx  was  im¬ 
plicitly  attacking  gay  civilization 
and  slandering  it.  At  best,  Marx 
found  it  “immature”  and 
childlike.  It’s  a  phase  to  pass 
through,  as  Freud  would  later 
argue. 

1  could  continue,  but  an  article 
must  end.  My  conclusions  are: 
Marxism  is  implicitly,  yet  in¬ 
herently,  anti-gay.  The  Com¬ 
munist  Parties  hide  the  gayness  of 
their  heroes  and  positive 
characters,  while  they  accuse  their 
enemies  of  being  gay,  whether  it  is 
true  or  not.  There  are  parties  and 
ideologies,  like  the  fascists  (be 
they  Nazis,  Klansmen, 
Khomeinis,  or  Minister  Far- 
rakhans),  that  are  more  deadly  to 
gay  and  lesbian  freedom.  But 
there  must  be  better  alternatives 
than  Communism  for  the  rights  of 
gays,  lesbians  and  straights. 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P  Ward.  Cindy  Rizzo. 

David  R.  Lund.  Janice  Plainer 


•  Criminal  Defense  •  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning  •  Business  Representation 

•  Domestic  Relations  •  Employment  Matters 

•  Bankruptcy  •  Discrimination 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street.  Suite  11  •  Boston.  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


TYPEWRITER  REPAIR-ALL  IBM  MODELS 
Katherine  Parker 
9  Sacramento  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  354-5580 


Dr.  Joiiatliaii  D.  Stria 
('hiroprartar 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Dist'ase  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 

Specialties  Include 

•  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  farpily  planning 

’  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

“  Reasonable  fees:  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 
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Services 
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•  fliers 


•  brochures 

•  newsletters 

•  magazines 


Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  NutritionA/VIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
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687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 
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Classifieds 


PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
No  end  of  villainy 
No  end  of  pain 
No  end  of  terror 
preceding  rain. 

No  ease  of  breathing 
no  relief 
Peace  of  mind 
was  very  brief 
I  admire  you 
you  are  right 
but  you  don't  live 
in  my  soul's  night. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

BOBBIE  LEE 

There  is  no  appropriate  way  to  thank 
you  for  your  incredible  gift.  I  really 
don't  know  what  to  say  except  that  I 
shall  always  treasure  it.  I  shake  my 
head  in  wonder  at  your  love.  I  am 
writing  you,  of  course,  but  don’t  know 
when  I  shall  mail  the  letter,  so  I  want 
you  to  see  this  in  the  meantime.  Thank 
you,  Bobbie  Lee.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  your  gift  struck  me.  Bless  you.  Por- 
cupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Thanks  for  the  note.  I  know  how  much 
you  hate  to  write,  so  appreciate  the  ef¬ 
fort  as  well  as  the  sentiments.  Can 
hardly  wait  to  hear  results.  XXXOOO. 
DAP 

What  a  kick  in  the  teeth  that  little  theft 
was.  And  how  strange  that  the  same 
kind  of  thing  happened  on  the  day  you 
called  me.  It  would  be  safer  to  send 
things  to  GCN  or  to  P's  work  address 
which  I  will  give  you  when  I  write.  But 
for  now,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your 
kindness,  thank  you  for  still  being  the 
you  I  thought  you  were.  So  much  alters 
for  the  worse;  it  is  very  reassuring  to 
find  one  person  who  has  remained, 
through  a  life  not  easy,  a  very  lovely 
human  being.  N. _ 

GREAT  TIME  FOR  BICYCLING 
GF  20  Ikng  4  cycling  partner  to  explore 
the  city  &  its  outskirts  with  &  poss 
longer  trips  later  on.  Not  into  racing, 
but  would  like  to  build  up  endurance.  If 
you  enjoy  riding,  scenic  surroundings, 
&  traveling  co.  write  GCN  Box  810.  (42) 
GF  short  &  stout  Ikng  for  an  incurable 
romantic  into  music,  sport,  nature  and 
hugs-kisses.  GCN  Box  811. _ 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  "crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 


FIFTIES  CAR  WANTED! 

Got  a  ’50s  car.  preferably  a  convert  i  bie, 
that  you’d  like  to  show  off  in  the  Boston 
Gay  Pride  March  on  June  16?  The 
Beebo  Brinker  contingent  would  love  to 
fill  it  with  dykes  and  faggots  in  ’50s 
drag  to  publicize  our  play.  Call  Paul  at 
523-8704  or  write  to  Beebo  Brinker. 
GCN  Box  795,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

TUFTS  ALUMNI,  FRIENDS,  ETC. 
Grand  Tufts  Gay  &  Lesbian  Reunion  in 
Provincetown  is  just  around  the  corner! 
Make  your  plans  now!  Dates:  May  25-28 
(Memorial  Day  weekend).  Write  for 
more  details  to:  Reunion,  Dept  #174,  PO 
Box  141199,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Let  us 
hear  from  you  soon!  Pass  along  the  in¬ 
fo  to  your  friends.  (43) 

Surrogate  woman  wanted  to  carry  our 
child.  Contact  PO  Box  171,  89  Mass 
Ave,  Boston,  MA  02115. _ (42) 

LF  sks  attractive,  affluent  L  prof  with 
refined  yet  eclectic  taslesa  risk-taker 
and  doer  who  makes  her  dreams  come 
true.  Loves  new  things  and  being  on  the 
go.  Values  quiet  times  and  quality  rela¬ 
tionships.  Is  sensitive,  witty  and  emo¬ 
tionally  available  to  explore  possible 
relat  with  successful,  prof,  confident 
woman  with  diverse  interests:  gunkhol- 
ing,  intelligent  conversation,  bicycling, 
ducks  at  dusk,  Lacoste  shirts.  If  you  are 
looking  for  monog  relat  with  separate 
apts,  or  if  you  have  a  nice  dog  and  are 
crazy  about  it,  pis  write  GCN  Box  808. 
_ (42) 

LOVEMANKING  &  WARMTH! 

GM  33,  155  lbs,  muscular,  astute  &  at¬ 
tractive  sks  similar  for  warm  love- 
making  with  the  chance  for  more.  PO 
Box  1054  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  (42) 
R  thr  any  women  out  thr  who  r  intrd  in 
Greek  pleasures?  I’m  a  petite  27  prof 
GWF  who  enjoys  gentle  Greek.  I  also 
enjoy  quiet  times,  walks,  reading,  the 
Cape,  cooking,  crazy  times,  making 
love,  weekends  away,  fireplaces,  teddy 
bears,  picnics,  old  movies,  popcorn  & 
have  good  sense  of  humor.  Am  fairly 
athletic  but  really  love  volleyball  & 
bowling.  Am  seeking  cute,  athletic  prof 
GWF  25-32  for  possible  relationship 
who  enjoys  &  appreciates  the  art  of 
Greek  loving  S  who  enjoys  the  other  ac¬ 
tivities  &  inters.  Pis  write  GCN  Box  809. 
_ (42) 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 
There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come’ 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  the  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,  667,  669,  674,  677,  684,  ,  701, 

704,  706,  707,  708,  713,  714,  716, 

720,  723.  729,  731.  735,  738, 


r 


753. 


763. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential,  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•  Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  yOur  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  it  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS;  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. . 
ZIP. 


PHONE  L 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  lor  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


BROWN  UNIV  ALUMNI/AE 

Commencement  8  4  Gay  &  Lesbian 
events:  Pink  Triangles,  party,  Sunday 
dinner.  Dinner  requires  reservations 
$15  to  ’’Brown  GALA  ”  C/0  Bill  Barnert, 
1694-B  Beacon  St,  Brookline,  MA  02146 
before  May  18.  Commencement  is 
Memorial  Day  Weekend  at  Brown.  (42) 

SOFTBALL  UMPIRES 
NAGWS  or  ASA  rated  needed  for 
games  in  the  Boston  area.  Women’s 
leagues  start  in  May.  Contact  Sally 
729-6197  or  Denise  923-2334. _ (42) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box):  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fioor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten- 
tion  Classifieds  Box 

Hot  man-to-man  J/0  ciub.  For  info  send 
SASE,  mention  age  and  GCN:  Phone 
Pals  Club,  PO  Box  11097,  San  Diego, 
CA  92111. _ (43) 

"I  LIKE  YOUR  COAT” 
you  said  as  we  parted.  If  you’d  like  to 
check  out  the  guy  under  it,  please 
phone  536-6045  after  April  26.  You  will 
have  to  verify  by  telling  me  what  else 
you  said,  and  where. _ (42) 

Black  handicapped  gay  male  wants  to 

give  blow  job.  Any  guy  up  to  30. 

787-2299.  Ask  for  Randy. _ ^) 


IN  A  RUT? 


A 


iPROflL€S 

ON 

VIDEO 


Meet  interesting,  new 
people  on  videotape  and 
choose  your  next  date  at 
an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians 
Completely  confidential 
For  info,  wnte  to 

Profiles  on  Vldoo 
739  Boylfton  St. 

Suite  504 
BoetonMA  02116 

OoenTu-Fn  4-10.  Sat  1Qa6- 
or  Call 

267-1319 


Kathy  K 

I  sent  you  a  letter  at  the  last  address  I 
had  for  you  in  P’burg,  but  got  no  reply.  If 
you  read  this,  please  drop  me  a  line  — 
I’ve  been  wondering  what  you  are  do¬ 
ing,  where  you  are,  and  how  you  are. 
Another  friend  of  yours  is  looking  for 
you,  too.  Write  me  at  work,  since  you 
might  not  have  my  most  recent  home 
address:  Nancy  Wechsler,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


HAWAII 

2  L  going  camping  in  Hawaii  in  fall 
would  like  to  hear  from  other  L’s  who 
have  done  the  same.  What  sights 
shouldn’t  we  miss?  Tell  us  about  the 
night  life  too.  Write  to  Sue,  Box  218, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 
Thanks! _ (44) 

PERSONALS  FOR  MEN 

PHONE  SEX 

The  men  who  use  our  service  got  con¬ 
nected  together  for  a  hot,  erotic  ex¬ 
perience  with  other  HORNY  GUYS.  24 
hrs  a  day.  Do  it  now  for  LESS  THAN 
$3.00  an  hour.  (4 1 5)  346-8747. _ (45) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

BEETLE’S  LUNCH 

LESBIANS  interest  in  sub  work,  wait  or 
prep,  call  Laura  254-9457  M,  T,  W  bet  4-5 
pm.  Exper  neces.  MAY  be  1  or  2  reg 
shifts  avail. _ (^) 

TAKE  ACTION! 

Tired  of  feeling  helpless  in  the  face  of 
discrimination,  poor  wages  &  lack  of 
promotional  opportunities?  9-5,  Bos¬ 
ton's  working  women’s  organization, 
committed  to  empowering  women 
through  direct  action,  education  &  in¬ 
volvement,  is  now  hiring  individuals  for 
community  outreach  &  fundraising  in  a 
challenging  &  supportive  atmosphere. 
Hrs:  2:00-10:00.  Training  &  benefits  in¬ 
cluded,  with  opportunities  for  advance¬ 
ment.  Call  (S’! 7)  423-3255.  Summer  & 
permanent  positions  available  in 
Boston. _ (43) 

NEED  JOB  &  PLACE  TO  LIVE? 

My  home-cleaning  co  needs  FT  or  PT 
help.  Good  pay.  Career  opportunity. 
Ideal  for  high  school  student  or 
teenager.  I  also  want  a  friend  to  live  in 
my  lakefront  home.  Box  3072,  Saxon- 
ville  Station,  Framingham,  MA  01701. 
_ 02/1) 

HOUSING  AND  BATTERED 
WOMEN’S  ADVOCATE 

for  non-profit  feminist  residential  men¬ 
tal  health  alternative;  req  3  yr  experi¬ 
ence  in  mental  health  &  non-traditional 
setting;  knowledge  of  Boston  area  low- 
income  housing:  bi-lingual:  16K  plus. 
Resume  by  5/ 21:  E.  Stone  H  se  Box  15, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  3rd  world, 
working  class,  mothers,  ex-mental  pa¬ 
tients,  ex-battered  women  encouraged 
to  apply. 

_ (£1) 

SOFTBALL  UMPIRES 

NAGWS  or  ASA  rated  needed  for 
games  in  the  Boston  area.  Women’s 
leagues  start  in  May.  Contact  Sally 
729-6197  or  Denise  923-2334. _ (42) 


BOOKSHOP  CO-MANAGER 
Experienced  bookperson  needed  at 
Glad  Day  full-time.  Contact  J 
Moldenhauer,  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43 
Winter  St.,  Boston  02108  542-0144.  (42) 

WANTED;  MAN  FRIDAY 

Live  in  very  handsome  condo  drive, 
cook,  organize.  Age  not  important.  Not 
a  sex  ad.  Box  223, 89  Mass  Ave,  Boston, 
MA02115. _ (42) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism.  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _  (30) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women's  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

COB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm:  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft¬ 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
and  others  skng  spiritual  fulfillment.  If 
you  are  interested  in  forming  a  UFMCC 
congregation  in  Cambridge  or  the  Bos¬ 
ton  suburbs,  call  492-7922  or  write  PO 
Box  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238.  If  have 
been  unfulfilled  by  other  churches,  this 
may  be  the  place  for  you.  Feminist  len¬ 
ten  series  beginning:  call  for  details. 

_ (45) 

GAY  TEENAGE  BOYS  CLUB 
If  U  R  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys  your 
age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job  place  to 
live.  Lng  letter  w/  photo  &  phone  to  Box 
3072  Saxonville  Sta,  Framingham  MA 
01701. _ (^ 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
ol  all  the  rales  and  conditions  staled  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
Its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con- 
tidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  ol  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  ol  the 
original  publication  ol  the  ad 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each’time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 
Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads.  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran.  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•  Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon -Fri.  10AM-6PM 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 
.  167  Tremont  St ,  5th  Floor.  Boston,  MA 

02111 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad.  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines:  Business 

Non-Business  . 

Light  Headlines;  Business 

Non-Business  . 

1st  4  Lines  Business 

or  part  thereof; 

Non-Business 

Additional  Lines  Business 
or  part  thereof; 

Non-Business 

Capitalized  Wds;  (not  Headlines) . 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds; 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof; 


_ X  2.00 

_ X  1.00 

_ X  1.00 

_ X  .50 

7.00 
5.00 

—  X  .75 

_ X  .50 

_ X  .25 

_ X  12.00 

TOTAL  fori  Week  (Add) 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS;  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10% 

15% 

20% 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  -F  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box;  for  6  wks  2.00 

□  Forwarding  Bx;  6wks.  5.00 

□  Tearshts;  #wks _ xl.OO 

□  Ckng  copies;  #wks _ x1. 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


r 


Head 

Lines 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30.  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASS4FIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions.  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PC  Box  11. 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York.  NY  10018. _ (48) 

GAY  MEDITATION  GROUP 
Two  gay  men  want  to  start  a  meditation 
group.  Serious  calls  only.  John 
236-1038  Bob  522-7688. _ (42) 

WORKING  ALONE? 

Group  forming  for  LFs  28  plus  who  are 
self-employed,  work  alone,  &  ex¬ 
perience  feelings  of  isolation.  Focus 
will  be  on  support  &  networking.  We 
will  meet  one  eve  every  other  week. 
Please  call  566-2558. _ (^) 

JOURNALISTS  SUPPORT  GROUP 
A  support  group  is  now  forming  for  jour¬ 
nalists.  Come  to  improve  your  skill  & 
help  to  end  writer's  isolation.  Call 
Warren  492-4639. _ (^) 

HOME  WANTED 

DYKE  SEEKS  HOME 
LF  25  seeks  home  w/1-5  others  for  June 
1.  Up  to  $250  w/all.  I'm  quiet,  clean, 
respon,  politically  aware.  Pref  JP,  other 
loc's  OK  no  dogs,  cats,  smokers.  Sue 
524-7271. _ (43) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

GM  grad  student  sks  congenial  living 
situation  for  self  &  3  yng  daughters  who 
visit.  Smoker,  semi-veg.  quiet,  writer, 
but  like  good  times  &  talk.  Dghters 
beautiful  gentle  spirits.  Open  to  shar- 
ingw/GM  or  LF,  or  other  arrangements. 
Cambridge  or  Boston  best.  Bob 
876-9021. _ («) 

HOME  WANTED 

GWM  30.  prof.  resp.  neat  Ikg  for  hse  or 
apt  w/sm  in  Lex,  Arl.  Cone,  Cam,  Wal, 
Bel  area.  I  am  friendly,  easygoing,' 
quiet,  Ikg  for  sm  call  aft  7pm  861-9593. 
_ (42) 


MOVERS 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professionai 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  492-1572  (45) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel.  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 
Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
yery  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


CD 

From  $18  /  hr. 

*> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

O 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

oc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

$ 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

o 

236-1848 

INSTRUCTION _ 

YOU  TOO  CAN  PLAY  GUITAR! 
Private  lessons  from  an  experienced 
performer  &  teacher.  For  beginners  of 
all  ages.  Elliot  Pilshaw  868-0006.  (43) 

PUBLICATIONS 

COOKING  FOR  TWO  COOKBOOK 
235  recipes.  Includes  nutritional  infor¬ 
mation.  64  pp  16  color  photos.  Send  $4 
to  B.  Bertson  POB  304,  Little  Falls,  MN 
56345. _ (45?) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

MEMORIAL  DAY  WK  SPECIAL 

P'Town  condo  includes  all  amenities 
pool  and  parking  sleeps  4  available  5-26 
to  6-2  daily  basis  or  $600  for  week.  Call 
after  5, 233-8488. _ (43) 

Womyn's  guest  house  by  the  sea  com¬ 
fortable:  reasonable  rates:  Escape!  Six 
hours  no '  th  of  Boston  write:  Sea 
Gnomes  Home  Box  33  Stonington, 
Maine  04681.  Soon! _ (45) 

SUMMER  HOMEWNTD 

2  LF  sk  quiet  country  home  in  June,  July, 
Aug  for  writing  &  gardening  in  West 
Mass  or  Vt.  Betsy/Berit  354-5441. _ (y) 

VACATIONS 

BLUEBERRY  COVE  CAMP  FOR 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

30  acres  coastal  Maine,  camping, 
cabins,  meals,  boats,  nearby  sandy 
beaches.  Mid-Aug  to  Mid-Oct.  Work¬ 
shops  Kay  Gardner  (June)  Joan  Larkin 
writing.  Women's  sailing  &  building 
schools.  Canoe  &  hiking  trips.  BCAC 
Box  520  Tenants  Harbor.  ME  04860.  (50) 


RIDES _ 

BLOOMINGTON.  INDIANA  AREA 
Ride  needed  to  music  festival,  and 
back.  Can  leave  from  Boston  area 
anytime  after  May  18.  return  after  May 
28  Will  share  expenses,  tell  great 
stories  Please  call  Maida  at  (617) 
723-7473 _ (F) 

SUMMER  ROOMMATE 

GM  30  sks  quiet  nonsmoking  M  or  F  2 
share  apt  in  Fenway  for  summer,  poss 
longer.  2  br,  roomy,  convenient  to  down- 
town.  Randy  266-6139  $280. _ (43) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

GAY  LOVE 

THE  JOURNEY  OF  THE  HEART 
A  weekend  retreat  June  1-3 
for  Gay  and  Bisexual  Men 
with  George  Lakey 
Co-author  of  No  Turning  Back 
$70-125  sliding  scaie:  for  info 
write  or  cali  Rowe  Conference  Ctr 
Kings  Hwy  Rd,  Rowe,  MA  01367 
(413)  339-4216 

_ (45?) 


ROOMMATES _ 

Easygoing  L  33  &  cat  seek  2  Fs  for 
spacious  Belm  apt,  frpl.  pretty  nbhd,  nr 
T.  stores,  reservoir.  No  smkrs  or  more 
pets.  $264  plus.  489-4050. _ (^) 

Somvie— Davis  Sq  area:  quiet  sm  bkyd 
3  worn  2  cats  &  dog  sk  lesb  4th  for  non- 
smkg,  semi-coil,  semi-veg  hshid. 
$175/mo  inc.  ht.  776-4693.  We  hv  fun. 
_ (43) 

ROOMMATE/FRIEND 
WANTED  IN  JP 

L  &  cat  looking  lor  rmte  to  live  in  5  rm 
apt  ioc  nr  Green,  Orange  &  busline. 
Quiet  St.  &  reasonable  sate  area,  off  st 
park.  $200/mo,  util  not  inc.  I'm  a 
meateater  with  many  interests  but  little 
political  interest.  524-4507  days.  (43) 

Allston:  GM  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  w/GF 
32.  Seek  soul,  spirit  &  solvency. 
782-5836  $250  plus  sec  &  util.  (43) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  Ig  sunny  rm  in  old  house 
in  Brighton,  192  plus.  10  mins  to  down¬ 
town  Boston,  Ig  yard,  nr  T,  safe,  qt 
nbhd,  off-st  pkng,  indep  but  friendly,  for 
6/1.782-6204. _ (44) 


ROOMIES 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$10  Introductory  Rate 
Now  Thru  June  15 
Confidentiality  Assured 
CALL  969-1779 

_ M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 _ 

LF  household  needs  one  LF  tor 
Funloving,  challenging,  supportive, 
nice  house,  near  T,  Garden.  254-0448. 
_  (40) 


L  29  sks  relaxed  frndly  non-smoking 
rmmt  for  very  Irg  Som  apt  w/nice  light 
nr  Inman  Sq.  Summer  sublet  or  beyond. 
210 -k  util  avail  June  1. 625-5934.  (40) 

L  25  poet,  editor  sks  F  for  huge  warm 
sunny  6  rm  Dorch  apt.  Wd  firs,  smell  of 
sea.  porches.  I  want  a  home  with 
humor,  respect,  neatness,  new  curtns, 
no  smoke.  $175  -k  low  utils.  825-2787 
till  11:  491-2754  T.Th.  F.  Ask  tor  E.J.  (38) 

JP  3  LFs  sk  2  for  summer,  start  6/1  & 
pos  cont.  Nr  Pond.  arb.  T  w/yard.  por¬ 
ches,  on  sate,  tree-lined  street:  share 
food  &  chores,  no  smokers  or  more 
pets.  175-k  522-7446. _ («) 

GWM  quiet  grad  stnt  &  working  seeks 
prof  mature  GM  for  rent-contrld  Brookin 
193/mo  inc  heal  232-0760,  6-9pm.  No 
pels  please.  Avail  May  1 _ (42) 


RESORTS _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN!!! 

Dbl  rms  coffee  by  fireside.  Pkg.  Apts 
also  avail.  1  bik  bay  open  yr  round 
487-9029.  25  Winthrop  P'Town  MA 
02657. _ (46) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Spring  is  here  in  the  mountains!  Baby 
farm  animals,  cozy  rms.  delicious  veg 
meals.  Beautiful  maple  grove  camping. 
Secluded  lesbian  space.  (802)  533-7772. 
_ (42) 

RIVER  FRONT  CAMP  4  LEASE 
3-season  “tentsife”  on  river  with  1  acre 
of  wilderness  forest.  Mtn  view,  swimm¬ 
ing,  sun,  privacy.  Lakes  region,  NH.  2 
hrs  from  Boston,  1-89.  Inquire:  POB  419, 
Contoocook,  NH  03229. _ (44) 

THE  RETREAT— FOR  WOMEN 
New  Englands  popular  women's  resort. 
Secluded,  pool  &  tennis  ct,  river  nestled 
in  the  Berkshire  foothills.  Canoeing 
horses  hike  &  bike  near. 

Women  owned  and  managed 
For  Resv  call  (203)824-7479 
_ _ (12/8) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc.  Coni  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (13) 

P'TOWN  WATERFRONT  STUDIO 
$345/wk  sleeps  4.  Clean,  quiet,  cozy. 
West  End.  (617)  262-7396  or  (617) 
487-2771.  Off-season  discount.  1  week 
minimum  stay. _ (45) 

SERVICES 

ON  THE  NORTH  SHORE 
GAY  OWNED/SUPERVISED 
PAINTING/DECORATING  CO 

Courteous,  professional  service,  25 
years  experience  residential/commer¬ 
cial  painting.  Call  Oscar  Begin  6-8pm 
(617)  599-2547. _ (43) 


GENDER  REASSIGNMNT  SERVICE 
Highest  quality  care  since  1960.  evalua¬ 
tion  therapy,  counseling,  referral.  Lie 
psychologist  health  insurance  ac¬ 
cepted,  Brookline.  Dr.  Golourgh  free 
consultation.  734-6996 _ (43) 

GAY  MEN'S  WEEKEND 
Residential  workshop  in  the  country  to 
explore  intimacy,  gay  identity,  relation¬ 
ships  &  communication.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone  628-6988. 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/BUILD 
The  best  landscapes  begin  with  the 
best  designs!  Decks,  roof  gardens, 
plantings,  patios.  .  .  Roger  Washburn, 
licensed  landscape  architect. 

776-6377. _ (43) 

INTIMACY 

Issues  for  lesbians  &  gays.  Support. 
Mediation.  Counseling  Lesb  intimacy 
retreat  May  18-20  call  Rosemary  Dunn 
Dalton  MS  396-5711. _ (42) 

REUPHOLSTERING 

Wicker  chair  cushions,  seats  covered, 
draperies  &  curtains  custom  made  from 
your  fabric.  Quality  workmanship. 
Charlie  646  2672. _ (42) 

VIRGINIA  R  WENTWORTH  PHD 
17  years  experience  with  individuals 
and  couples.  Transactional  analysis 
and  hypnosis  on  the  North  Shore. 
599-7854. _ (£2) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. _  _ 

MASSAGE  FOR  WOMEN 
Relaxing,  healing  Swedish  massage  by 
AMTA  certified  massage  therapist. 
Sliding  scale.  Call  Margaret  at 
489-4050. _ (40) 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 
BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 
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ro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OP 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
[Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
kntrchlst). 


A  lady  named  BETH  wrote  me  a  letter 
and  sent  me  a.  book  and  I  lost  the 
envelope  with  her  return  address  on  it 
and  cannot  reply.  Maybe  if  she  reads 
this  she  couid  send  it  again.  Thank 
you.  In  sisterhood,  Elaine,  McNEViN, 
19175,  Hospital  Dr.  North,  No.23. 
Orofino  ID  83544  (new  address).  Thank 
you. _ 


I  am  a  woman  in  need  of  some  cor¬ 
respondence  and  I've  been  told  by  a 
friend  here  that  GCN  is  a  swell  way  to 
meet  people  with  the  same  lifestyle. 
So,  I'm  single,  36,  and  hoping  some¬ 
one  out  there  would  care  to  drop  me  a 
line.  I  will  answer  all.  race  unimpor¬ 
tant.  Bert  HARRIS,  LA  235  /  W19581, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 

Looking  for  friendship,  possibly  more 
Who  knows.  . .  I'm  a  lonely  Butch  in 
need  of  friendship,  sincerity  and  let 
ters.  I'm  witty,  caring,  loving,  waiting 
Been  down  6  years.  I'm  30.  Virgo, 
Handsome.  Robin  Shawnee 
JACKSON,  600728,  Box  A,  Oakdale,  lA 
52319.  


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There's  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 

Call  for  Women  to  Write! 

Seal  Press  seeks  submissions  from 
women  for  “THINGS  THAT  DIVIDE  US: 
Stories  on  Racism,  Classism  and  Anti- 
Semitism.”  Submissions  should  be  no 
longer  than  5000  words,  fictional  i 
nature,  and  can  have  appeared  previous¬ 
ly  in  periodicals.  Send  with  SASE.  Seal 
Press,  312  S.  Washington,  Seattle,  WA 
98104. 


Homosexual  pedophile  doing  heavy 
time  seeks  understanding  pen-pals. 
All  answered.  If  possible  incluse  one 
stamp.  Jerry  READY,  30  Administra- 
tion  Rd.,  Bridgewater  MA  02324. 


I'm  still  receiving  my  GCN  and  it's 
great!  But  I’m  still  in  need  of  a  friend. 
I'm  crazy  about  furry  animals,  good 
music  and  dancing.  But  what  I  like 
most  is  a  hot  man  who  will  try 
anything  once.  Ricky  MILBURN, 
EF-151355,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd., 
Macon  GA  31213. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


GCN  PRISONER  READERS!!! 

Remember  to  send  in  your  letter 
about  getting  the  paper  by  May  10! 

Somebody  asked  about  how  “hard’’ 
the  porno  stories  can  be.  If  hard 
means  hot  (imaginative)  action,  go  for 
it;  if  it  means  long  (boring)  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  beauty  of  slim-blond- 
haired-blue-eyed-twenty-year-olds-etc- 
etc-etc.,  don’t  bother.  We've  got  plenty 
already. _ 


Incarcerated  TSs  and  T  Is  will  find  plenty 
(if  admirers  an  the  outside  who  would  he 
willing  to  get  to  know  them  if  they'd  send  a 
picture  with  a  biography  to  the  L’.S  Tf/TS 
Contact  Service,  101711  East  Pike  St.,  .Seat- 
tle  H  .-t  98122. _ _ 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  some  readers 
who  would  like  to  write  a  transsexual. 
I'm  open-minded  and  accept  people 
as  they  are.  I'm  at  a  very  low  point  in 
my  life  and  I  need  a  friend.  Most  gays 
are  looking  for  a  stud,  but  if  poeple 
would  look  at  the  person  from  the  in¬ 
side  then  tey  might  find  true  friend¬ 
ship.  Ronnie  ODELL,  PO  Box  58,  Mc¬ 
Cain  NC  28361.  
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Gay  male  looking  for  TV  or  TS  for  a 
real  relationship.  No  game  players 
please.  Into  rock  music,  eating  good, 
health,  meeting  new  people.  Getting 
out  pretty  soon.  Greg  ZATLER, 
A-065486,  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd.  E107D, 
Daytona  Beach  FL  32014. 


Looking  for  someone  to  write  me.  I 
like  reading,  swimming,  and  travel. 
Hoping  to  get  out  next  year  (85).  Look¬ 
ing  for  someone  in  the  Texas,  Boston, 
Key  West  areas,  but  will  write 
anywhere.  Robert  E.  HILL.  361708,  Rt  1 
Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851 


Would  like  to  hear  from  TVs  and  small 
guys.  I  am  5  ft.  3  and  will  enjoy  letters 
from  anyone,  but  please  some  of  you 
smaller  guys,  under  5  ft.  5,  please 
write.  James  R.  CONE  (Jamie),  277249 
1B2,  PO  Box  1000,  Steilacoom  WA 

98399. _ _ 

We  have  about  15  of  us  gays  here  all 
the  way  out  of  our  closets,  but  the  ad 
ministration  is  always  trying  to  bust 
us  tor  something.  We  can't  work  in 
food  service  jobs  because  of  AIDS.  I 
went  to  ask  the  admin,  if  we  could 
have  an  all-gay  softball  team,  but  he 
said  no  (afraid  we'd  win).  I'd  like  to  get 
a  penpal  if  I  could.  I’m  a  Taurus  and 
love  muscles!  Bobbi  SWAINE, 
00888-017,  Box  1000,  Milan  Ml  48160 


Looking  for  a  penpal  that  will  like  to 
write  a  gay  prisoner  that  is  so  lonely 
here  in  prison.  ''Help!''  Dwain 
RASMUSSEN,  C-55880,  PO  Box  A-E, 
RM  7102,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409 


Lonely  youth  (my  friends  tell  me  I 
'cute  and  cuddly),  looking  for  someone 
to  communicate  with.  I’m  into  reading, 
disco,  swimming  and  motocross.  Ken¬ 
neth  RICH,  82B  415,  Box  367,  Dan- 
nemora  NY  12929.  . 
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Thanks  so  much  for  your  paper  each 
week.  I  also  get  the  NAMBLA  Bulletin 
with  no  problem.  I'd  like  to  have  a 
sincere  penpal  (18  or  over).  I’m  no  spr¬ 
ing  chicken,  but  I  can  still  cut  the 
mustard.  Ha,  Ha!  Regards,  William 
KEGLEY,  072662,  Box  50,  3876  Evans  ] 
Rd.,  Polk  City  FL  33868. _ 

Looking  for  a  friend  to  share  thoughts 
and  feelings  with.  Lonely.  Bi  (mostly 
towards  males).  Life  is  very  disarrang¬ 
ed  in  here  and  not  being  willing  to  go  I 
after  just  anything,  it’s  hard  to  open 
up  in  here.  Jerry  LEWIS,  055544,  PO 
Box  1500  No.626,  Cross  City  FL  32628. 

I  like  large  round  hung  men,  GMs,  TVs 
or  TSs.  I  like  to  travel,  grow  flowers, 
talk  and  make  love.  All  you  darling  | 
men  write  me  soon.  I  love  hot  sexy  let¬ 
ters.  Larry  STEVENS,  49277,  Max  I 
1-C-10, 818  Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville  | 
WV  26041 _ 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  I 
another  man  who  just  may  have  my 
same  feelings  on  life  and  gayness  in 
love.  I  love  silky  clothes,  and  a  soft 
lover.  I  enjoy  camping  in  the  hills  and 
also  the  neon  life.  I  am  honest  and  I 
sometimes  to  the  point.  I’m  here  I 
because  I  gave  two  bubbles  to  a  nark  I 
in  a  gay  bar  in  Clearwater.  I'm  quite! 
lonely  for  words  spoken  beyond  the! 
fence  and  would  love  to  hear  from  a  I 
new  and  interesting  man.  Harry! 
WATKINS,  A-050442,  Box176,  Lake| 
C.I.,  PO  Box  99.  Clermont  FL  32711, 
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BOSTON  PREMIERE 
GAY  &  LESBIAN  FILM  FESTIVAL 

_ Now  through  May  24th _ 

Nickdcxleon  Cinemas 


Friday,  May  4  &  Saturday,  May  5: 

SCRUBBERS 

-Boston  Premiere - 

Mai  Zetterling's  inside  look  at  the  "Hellhole 
Bitches",  a  group  of  lesbian  convicts  in  a 
British  prison  tor  women. 


Sunday,  May  6  & 
Monday,  May  7: 


606  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  424-1500 


Friday,  May  11  &  Saturday,  May  12- 

THE  DEPUTY 

(Confestloru  Of  A  Congressman) 

-Boston  Premlere- 

The  East  Coast  Premiere  of  the  acclaimed 
Spanish  film  that  eerily  predicts  the  fate  of  a 
left-wing  politician  brought  down  by  his  sex¬ 
ual  infatuation  with  a  beautiful  male  hustler. 
Directed  by  the  man  acclaimed  as  the 
Spanish  Fassbinder.  Eloy  de  la  Iglesia. 


Friday,  May  18  &  Saturday,  May  19: 

ERNESTO 

-Boston  Premlere- 

A  rovlshingly  photographed  story  of  a  rich 
young  men's  infatuation  with  his  uncle's 
day  laborer. 


A  BIGGER 
SPLASH 

Artist  David 
Hockney's  life  and 
art  dissected  by 
filmmaker  Jack 
Hazon,  in  this  film 
that  includes  some 
of  the  frankest  footage 
ever  of  a  homosex 
uol's  love  life. 


Tuesday,  May  8: 

PINK  FLAMINGOS 
FEMALE  TROUBLE 
DESPERATE  UVING 

Director  John  Waters'  trilogy  of  Bad  Taste 
Cinema  features  some  quite  unusual  perfor¬ 
mances  by  Divine,  the  300  lb.  transvestite 
who,  through  Waters'  works,  has  propelled 
into  cult  film  stardom. 

Wednesday,  May  9: 

TRASH 

Andy  Warhol's  underground  classic  of  the 
permissive  sixties  and  its  abundance  of  good 
drugs  and  gorgeous  studs.  Rated  X. 

TEOREMA 

Plev  Paolo  Pasolini's  tale  of  a  young  man 
(Terence  Stamp)  who  seduces  an  entire 
family. 


Thursday,  May  10: 

CALL  HER  SAVAGE 

Clara  Bow  in  a  1931  curiosity  featuring  the 
very  first  gay  bar  scene  in  the  history  of  U  S. 
cinema.  Very  funny  all  on  its  own. 

Busby  Berkeley's 

THE  GANG’S  AU  HERE 

starring  Carmen  Miranda  as  the  all  time 
camp/gay  icon,  complete  with  her  banana 
headdress  and  famous  8  inch  wedgies.  A 
brand  new  35mm  print. 

Bugs  Bunny  In 

WATER,  WATER  EVERY  HARE 

Bugs  Bunny  camps  out  of  the  closet  as  a  gay 
haredresser  (sic)  in  Water,  Water  Every  Hare. 
Didn't  you  ever  wonder  why  Mickey  Mouse 
hod  a  Minnie  but  Bugs  never  did  hove  a  lody 
friend?  Hmmmm...  ^at's  Up  Doc? 


Sunday,  May  13  8(  Monday,  May  14: 

THE  TROUT 

-Boston  Premiere - 

Joseph  Loseys  (The  Servant)  brilliant  ex¬ 
ploration  of  the  sexual  entanglements  of  two 
women  (Isabelle  Huppert  8i  Jeanne  Moreau) 
married  to  homosexuals;  and  of  one  woman 
who  has  made  love  to  300  men,  but  never  in  a 
city  with  a  population  of  less  then  300,000 
(Alexis  Smith). 
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Tuesday.  May  15  &  Wednesday.  May  16 

QUERELLE 

-U.S.  Premiere 

The  uncut,  original  English  language  version 
of  Fassbinder^  last  film  —  truly  outrageous. 
Starring  Brad  Davis. 

INVITATION  AU  VOYAGE 

-Boston  Premiere- 

A  young  man  is  obsessed  by  his  dead  sister, 
in  a  "Diva"-like  story  of  obsession  and 
sexual  confusion. 


Thursday.  May  1 7: 

MYRA  BRECKENRIDGE 

The  camp  classic  That  brought  Mae  West 
back  to  the  screen,  while  featuring  Farrah 
Fawcett  and  Raquel  Welch  in  a  lesbion  scene 
and  Tom  Selleck  as  one  of  West’s  studs. 

BEYOND  THE  VALLEY 
OF  THE  DOLLS 

Russ  Meyer  directs  Roger  Eberfs  (thafs 
right. .Roger  Ebert  of  "At  The  Movies")  script 
depicting  homosexuality,  rape,  sex  orqles 
and  rock  n  roll.  Rated  X. 


•k  Special  Late  Show  of  -k 

THUNDERCRACK 

A  mad  cross  between  Deep  Throat  and  The 
Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show  -  KINKY  SEX  at  Its 
best  and  raunchiest  ...Be  forewarned! 

Sunday.  May  20  8i  Monday.  May  21 

A  WOMAN  CALLED  EVE 

-Boston  Premiere- 

Monique  Van  de  Verr  and  Maria  Schneider  in 
a  wonderful  lesbian  love  story  involving  a 
married  woman.  A  Dutch  film  that  recalls 
John  Sayles'  Lianna. 


Tuesday,  May  22: 

CONVERSATION  PIECE 

The  original  Italian  version,  this  film  stars  Burt 
Lancaster  as  an  aristocratic  homosexual  and 
Helmut  Berger  as  his  terrorist  lover.  Directed 
by  Luchino  Visconti  (The  Leopard) 

DEATH  IN  VENICE 

Director  Luchino  Visconti  again  with  Dirk 
Bogarde  as  an  aging  homosexual  madly  In 
love  with  a  teenage  angel  A  gay  master¬ 
piece. 


Wednesday.  May  23: 

FOX  AND  HIS  FRIENDS 

R  W  Fassbinder  directs  and  stars  in  this  story 
of  a  working  class  homosexual's  rise  and  fall 
at  the  hands  of  his  bourgeois  lover.  Fassbin¬ 
der's  most  outspoken  depiction  of  the  homo¬ 
sexual  lifestyle. 

SLOW  AHACK 

-Boston  Premiere  — 

A  convict  Is  released  Irom  prison  and  be¬ 
comes  on  instant  celebrity  because  of  a 
novel  written  while  behind  bars 


Thursday.  May  24 

A  BIGGER  SPLASH 

An  encore  presentation  of  filmmaker  Jack 
Hazan's  frank  portrayal  of  artist  David  Hock¬ 
ney's  life 


